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Despite repeated promises from police to quickly process “rape kits,” 
SF sexual assault survivors are still waiting. 
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VALEENCIAICY CELERY. 


We’ve got more bikes in stock & 
ready to ride than any shop in SF 





MANY ON SALE! 
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LETTERS 


THE TRUMP BUMP 


The Peoples’ Billionaire: We the 
people are fed up with the lies and de- 
ceit of the greedy politicians who 
think more of themselves than the 
people they represent (“Making the 
Bay Area Hate Again: Donald J. 
Trump’s Bizarre Visit to Burlingame,” 
Chris Roberts, The Snitch, 4/29/16). 
They are a group of self-righteous in- 
dividuals who capitalize on every op- 
portunity to benefit themselves. Our 
voice is being heard loud and clear. Poli- 
ticians, you will mistreat us no more. 
We will elect a person who is not a poli- 
tician and cannot be bought. One who 
is on a mission to take this country back 
and restore the greatness that it once 
had. We will elect one Donald J. Trump. 
And so it shall be. George Devine, Ko- 
komo, Indiana 


WO WAS YOU 


Remembering Edsel Ford Fong: He 
would pinch your girlfriend’s titties and 
order for you tearing the menus from 
your confused hand (“Searching for the 
Rudest Waiter of All Time,” Ali Wunder- 
man, 4/28/16). Huge plates of food 
would come, overflowing the table. 
While eating, he would give you a bill in 


“While eating, he would give you a Dill in Chinese and say pay now & get out... 


Chinese and say pay now and get out... 
first experience in a Chinese restaurant, 


at 15. John Myer 


PURPLE PAIN 


The Beautiful Pills: The “opiate 
war’ is happening not to just a few 
poor unlucky anonymous bad folks, it 
hits everyone, in every socioeconomic 
class (“Did We Lose Prince to Prescrip- 
tion Pills? (Probably),” Chris Roberts, 
The Snitch, 4/28/16). Why? Because 
the feeling of not being in pain is ... di- 
vine! And when your pain is all con- 
suming? A few moments of pain-free 
existence is worth the world. 
amishwarriorqueen 


LETTERS POLICY 
We welcome letters to the editor via mail, email, 
or fax. Letters may be edited for length and 
clarity, and must include your name, address, 
and daytime phone number (for confirmation 
only). We prefer letters intended for publication 
to be 250 to 350 words in length. 
MAIL: Letters, SF Weekly 

835 Market Street, Suite 550 

San Francisco, CA 94103 
Fax: 415-777-1839 
Email: letters@sfweekly.com 
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first experience in a Chinese restaurant, at 15." 


—JOHN MYER 
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Eric Pratt 
Dirtybird's Justin Martin tearing shit up at How Weird Street Faire on Sunday 
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by TOM TOMORROW 


THE POREVER CAMPAIGN 
AN EXPLOSION IN THE FASRIC OF 
TIME. SCATTERS "WE 20!'6 PRESI- 
DENTIAL RACE THROUGHOUT HISTORY 


THE FIELD BEGINS TO THIN ovT 

DURING THE AMERICAN REVOLVTION. 
= REGRET THAT = HAVE BUT ONE 
CAMPAIGN TO GIVE FOR MY COUNTRY! 


GIVE MIE victoRY-- 
oR Give ME CRUSH- 
ING INDIFFERENCE! 
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BACK iW THE MESoLow ERA PUNDITS 
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OBVIOUSLY ‘T'S GOING TO BE A 
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Airbnh’s Political Buyout 





The company is busy writing checks to politicians it wants to count on later. 


By Chris Roberts 


When two members of the San 
Francisco Board of Supervisors — irked 
by the thousands of San Francisco hous- 
ing units listed on Airbnb in violation of 
a 14-month-old local law “regulating” 
short-term rentals, yet still available to 
book — announced the possibility of 
holding “home-share” companies to ac- 
count for their “hosts’” unlawful behav- 
ior, Airbnb was ready. 

On April 22, a few days before 
Supervisors Aaron Peskin and David 
Campos floated the idea of charging 
Airbnb $1,000 per day per scofflaw 
listing — but the same day Airbnb 
learned of the potential problem via a 
press inquiry — Airbnb started writing 
checks, to other politicians. 

Through a campaign effort called 
The Committee to Expand the Middle 
Class, Airbnb doled out $27,500 to 
nine of the apparatchiks and political 
insiders seeking seats on the Dem- 
ocratic County Central Committee, 
which runs the local Democratic Party. 
Airbnb’s choices include one of Mayor 
Ed Lee’s press secretaries, a Google 
lawyer, and a lobbyist for the Apart- 
ment Association. 

Then the big checks came out. 
Airbnb gave $10,000 to a ballot 
measure sponsored by Supervisor 
Malia Cohen seeking to beef up 
police oversight. $20,000 went toa 
campaign committee called Progress 
San Francisco, which bought mail 
ads for the same DCCC candidates 
mentioned above — and then Airbnb 
dropped $100,000 each on a public 


Training Swap 


SFPD isn't sending raw recruits 


to Bayview anymore. (Just 
cops new to SF.) 


By Chris Roberts 


Beset by accusations of bias 
and racism after yet another batch of 


safety bond backed by Lee 
and Board of Supervisors 
President London Breed; 
and on a bond for parks 
backed by Supervisor 
Mark Farrell. 


a big political 
spender be- 


bigoted text messages swapped between 
(now former) cops was made public, the 
San Francisco Police Department is at- 
tempting to train away any bias its offi- 
cers may have — be it based in race, 
gender, or sexual orientation. 

In the wake of texts at Taraval 
Station blasting black people and gays, 
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Airbnb has been 


Chief Greg Suhr announced that all 
of the city’s roughly 2,000 police will 
undergo two hours of training in “Pre- 
vention of Harassment and Discrimi- 
nation in the Workplace.” Suhr pledged 
to remove the “cancer of intolerance” 
from his department — although 
how apparently racist cops managed 
to glide past the police department’s 
background checks undetected re- 
mains an open question. 

One training module that new 
cops won't get, however, is on-the-job 
experience in the city’s most diverse 
police precinct. Once majority-black, 
Bayview-Hunters Point is now roughly 
one-third each black and Asian, with 
whites and Latinos combined making 
up the other third. Suhr’s old post, 
Bayview Station, one of the city’s 







fore. Last year, the company 
spent more than $9 million on 
local elections — but that 
was directly used to defeat 
Prop. F, the ballot measure 
that would have severely 
restricted the platform. 
This recent round 
of political capital 
makes Airbnb one 
of the biggest 
spenders in 
San Francisco 
elections 


Fred Noland 





busier places for police by reputation 
— station-by-station statistics are 
not available on the SFPD’s website — 
used to be a waypoint for rookie cops. 

After graduating from the Acade- 
my, cops were sent here during a 19- 
week period of working under a more 
experienced field training officer. This 
on-the-job training preceded a year- 
long “probationary” stint at a station, 
the final step before assignment toa 
“permanent” full-time post. 

But not anymore. 

In 2016, rookies are no longer 
being sent to Bayview, one of the 
community-sensitive moves made by 
police brass after the Dec. 2 shooting 
death of Bayview man Mario Woods. 
(The only other stations that don’t 
receive newbies are Richmond, Tara- 
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— and for the low-turnout June pri- 
mary election, no less. 

In a boilerplate, one-line statement 
also offered to other media, an Airbnb 
spokeswoman said the cash shower 
“is one part of our growing effort to 
stand with those who fight for the 
middle class in San Francisco.” She 
did not respond to further inquiries. 
In a similarly brief email, Mary Jung, 
chairwoman of the DCCC and one of 
the recipients of a $5,000 check, said, 
“We appreciate all of the support we 
receive, from small donors to San 
Francisco-based innovators like Airb- 
nb.” She also did not respond to other 
inquiries. 

To Peskin, this is all about Airbnb 

investing in its own future. If he 

and Campos succeed in passing 

tougher rules for the compa- 

ny, Airbnb just happened to 

write checks to supervisors 
— Breed, Cohen, and Farrell 

(who was dinged by 48 Hills 

for possibly phoning Airbnb 
himself to ask for the check, 


of local campaign finance 
law) — it wants to rely on 
to sustain a mayoral veto of 
those rules. 

“They are supplicants, and 
they are doing everything in 
their power to have a Board 
of Supervisors that votes 
their way,” Peskin said. “Any 
way you look at it, this is po- 
litical bullying.” 


val, and Park.) 

“This is a great thing — this 
is what the community has been 
crying out for, for some time now,’ 
says Supervisor Malia Cohen, who 
represents the Bayview (and who 
has taken criticism from the Police 
Officers Association for comparing 
Woods’ death to a firing squad). “We 
need more seasoned and experienced 
officers on the streets.” 

Instead of Bayview, the stations 
with the most rookies are now Mis- 
sion Station and Northern Station, 
the latter of which patrols an area 
ranging from the Marina to the Fill- 
more. 

This comes at a time when there 
will be more rookie cops on the 
streets than at any time in recent 
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something that may run afoul 


Shutting the 
Closet Door 


The Castro will be short one 
lawsuit-happy AIDS pharmacy. 

Thrift shoppers in the Castro 
District have had one less option 
to choose from ever since the Out 
of the Closet at Church Street 
and Duboce Avenue closed in 
late 2014, along with an attached 
pharmacy — all of it owned and 
operated by Los Angeles-based 
AIDS Healthcare Foundation. 

AHF is a sort of lone wolf 
among AIDS organizations — or, 
more accurately, it’s an outright 
pariah for unorthodox stances 
that include a longtime oppo- 
sition to the HIV-prevention 
drug Truvada, which is used for 
Pre-Exposure Prophylaxis, or 
PrEP. (AHF is also the main force 
behind the recent drama over 
whether porn performers should 
be forced to wear goggles and 
dental dams on-set.) 

But none of that mattered 
when AHF tried to reopen the 
closed pharmacy at a new loca- 
tion on Castro Street; local zon- 
ing rules did. Since AHF has doz- 
ens of pharmacies, it’s considered 
“formula retail” under city law 
— and needed special permission 
to reopen the pharmacy. 

This permission was denied, 
so the litigious AHF filed suit 
against the city in 2014. That 
lawsuit was dismissed, so AHF 
sued again on April 28, this time 
seeking $500,000 from the city 
as well as attorney’s fees. This 
time, there was another problem: 
As City Attorney Dennis Herrera 
noted, the suit was filed exactly 
one day after a 90-day window to 
sue closed. 

Now, the city may pursue 
“sanctions” from AHF — all be- 
cause of Leap Year. CR 


memory. There are going to be 

“three to four” academy classes per 
year for the next few years, with 
about 50 cops in each class — which 
means as much as 10 percent of city 
police could have under a year’s expe- 
rience on the streets. 

But there are still inexperienced 
cops in Bayview — as in cops not ex- 
perienced with San Francisco. Police 
transferring into SFPD from other ju- 
risdictions — lateral transfers — are 
working in Bayview. As of early April, 
there were nine lateral transfers 
learning the city at Bayview Station 
(plus another 10 on their year-long 
probationary period). 

This shouldn't be a problem — so 
as long as racist texting wasn’t on the 
menu at the old department. 
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THE FEDERAL GOVERNMENT'S EXIT FROM THE WAR ON WEED CONTINUES. 


Feds Give Up 
On Harborside 


In the latest sign that the 
federal Justice Department is waving 
the white flag in the war on cannabis, 
federal prosecutors have agreed to drop 
a nearly four-year-long effort to shut 
down Oakland-based mega-dispensary 
Harborside Health Center, the dispen- 
sary announced Tuesday. 

Harborside, by reputation and by 
self-declaration the biggest seller of 
medical cannabis in the world, seemed 
to be skating through a short-lived and 
somewhat half-hearted crackdown on 
California medical cannabis sellers — 
a pushback that began in 2011, and 
eventually closed one-third of the legal 
cannabis sellers in San Francisco — 
until just before the Fourth of July in 
2012, when federal prosecutors filed 
suit to seize the Oakland Embarcadero 
property that houses the dispensary. 

Under terms of the settlement, 
which have yet to be finalized in federal 
court, Harborside will stay open as long 
as it agrees not to file further appeals 
or any claims (such as attorneys’ fees) 
against the government. The feds have 
not commented on the suit. 

A similar suit, filed against Berkeley 


MIGRAINES? 


Patients Group, is still pending, accord- 
ing to federal court records. There, the 
City of Berkeley tried to join the suit 
on BPG’s behalf, as the city of Oakland 
did with Harborside. In the BPG case, 
Berkeley appealed a rejection of that 
move to the Ninth Circuit Court of Ap- 
peals, where the case currently stands. 

But even if the government wanted 
to pursue that case, it may be unable. 
Congress has removed the Justice 
Department’s funding for interfering 
with state-legal cannabis. This is un- 
der a budget amendment that needs 
annual renewing, but has gained more 
support. Anda U.S. District judge in 
San Francisco ruled the budget move 
means the feds literally cannot get in- 
volved in a marijuana situation, as long 
as that situation follows state law. 

With that in mind, dropping the 
Harborside case may have been a fait 
accompli. But a win is a win, and this is 
a big win for weed. 


EVICTED FOR WEED? IT 
COULD HAPPEN. 


If you live in San Francisco 
and don’t own your home - 
which is to say, if you are like 
most San Franciscans — your 
most precious resource, the most 
valuable commodity under your 





domain is your home. If it’s rent-con- 
trolled — and particularly if it’s a 
one-bedroom under $3,500 or the equiv- 
alent — it’s the kind of domicile that 
simply does not exist under current mar- 
ket conditions (and may never again). 

In San Francisco, the list of wrongs 
for which the penalty is losing this 
most precious resource is slim, but it 
does include violating the lease. For 
example, many leases outlaw tobacco 
smoking. If you smoke cigarettes inside 
your apartment, you could eventually 
lose your housing. Sounds reasonable 
enough. 

But what about smoking marijuana? 
Yes, you can get evicted for that, too. 

It sounds far-fetched and more than 
a little outrageous, but tenants losing 
housing for smoking pot has been a 
long-standing issue. Representatives 
from the California chapter of the 
National Organization for the Reform 
of Marijuana Laws (NORML) say they 
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have “for years” received monthly calls 
from tenants saying their landlords 

are threatening them over weed. And 
“to my knowledge, nobody has ever 
succeeded in challenging the landlord,” 
says Dale Gieringer, Cal NORML’s exec- 
utive director. 

It may be a tough sell before the 
Rent Board in San Francisco — where 
nobody I found could name an in- 
cident in which weed smoking saw 
someone kicked to the curb — and it 
does not happen often, even in other, 
less-tenant-friendly climes. The last 
high-profile case in the greater Bay 
was in 1997, when a disabled tenant 
in Santa Cruz named Scott Hager was 
threatened with eviction and agreed to 
move out in a court settlement — but 
it can happen, and state law may soon 
be changed to clarify it can happen. 

Under a bill authored by Assembly- 
man Jim Wood (D-Healdsburg), one of 
the authors of last year’s Medical Mari- 

juana Regulation and Safety Act, 
landlords would have the express 
ability to ban marijuana smoking 
in their properties. 

At least on paper, the issue 
here is secondhand smoke. 
Wood presents a University of 
California, San Francisco study 
that saw rats who were exposed 
to 30 minutes of secondhand 
weed smoke experience a “70 


percent drop in blood function.” (Can- 
nabis advocates take issue with the 
study, noting that it relied on the ugly, 
low-quality weed grown by the federal 
government at the University of Mis- 
sissippi — not the stuff anyone would 
actually consume these days.) 

The bill, AB 2300, cleared a commit- 
tee vote last week on a unanimous vote. 
It’s not likely to see much opposition. 

It’s also unlikely to change things 
too much. 

Most leases have a boilerplate clause 
banning any activity forbidden by law. 
Though AB 2300 would allow landlords 
to go through a process to amend leases 
retroactively to add cannabis use to the 
list of banned activities, landlords can 
already start the eviction process for 
weed smoking, as courts have found. 

Would this mean a mass exodus 
of weed smokers, especially in a tight 
rental market? Almost certainly not. As 
stated above, landlords have the ability 
to ban weed use now, and take action 
against tenants now. And though it’s a 
far-fetched scenario, it’s more likely if 
your neighbors start complaining about 
the copious clouds of smoke coming 
from your unit, it could happen. 

Consider this fair warning. 


CRoberts@SFWeekly.com 
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By Katie Young Yamanaka 


When someone mentions “Ha- 
waii,’ several images might come to 
mind: white, sandy beaches, 
sweet-smelling tropical flowers, whole 
roasted pigs and, of course, hula. 

But even today, there are those 
who still misunderstand what hula 
is all about, and that its place in 
Hawaiian history is about so much 
more than grass skirts and coconut 
tops. 

Embedded deeply throughout 
generations, hula is the living histo- 
ry of the indigenous people of Ha- 
waii. In ancient times, there was no 
written language so hula was the re- 
cord of legends, traditions and fam- 
ily lineage. It told stories of royalty, 
of gods and goddesses, of significant 
battles, and everyday life. 

It has been passed from father to 
son, grandmother to granddaughter, 
teacher to student. More than just a 
simple narrative, hula is full of emo- 
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tion. Each movement has a meaning 
that helps to share these important 
stories — a legacy that is stronger 
today than ever before. 

However, there was a time when 
Christianity dominated Hawaiian 
culture and all forms of the hula 
began to disappear. It was banned in 
the 1820s and remained a forbidden 
art until King David Kalakaua re- 
stored the hula along with other cul- 
tural practices and traditions during 
his reign from 1874 -1891. 

Nicknamed the “Merrie Monarch” 
for his love of music, parties and 
fine food, he once said, “Hula is the 
language of the heart, therefore the 
heartbeat of the Hawaiian people.” 

These words still resonate with 
the people of Hawaii. The annual 
Merrie Monarch Festival in Hilo 
was created in honor of King David 
Kalakaua more than 50 years ago. 
Drawing thousands of hula enthu- 
siasts from around the world to the 
small town each year, the week-long 


Merrie Monarch Festival showcas- 
es the best halau hula (hula dance 
groups) from around the world ina 
three-night competition. 

Hula — which in the mid-1900s 
also lured tourists to Hawaii’s shores 
with a kitschy version of the dance 
— has regained its dignity. Instead 
of mostly grass skirt, coconut top- 
clad, hip-shaking women, it has once 
again become a proud part of Hawai- 
ian culture. It’s also a welcoming art 
that can be learned by non-natives 
— men, women and children —as 
well. 

Today, dancers who are serious 
about hula can be found across the 
United States and around the world 
in places such as Europe and Japan. 

Kumu hula (hula masters) are 
passing on dances they learned from 
their own teachers before them, but 
are also creating new dances and 
chants rooted in traditional forms. 

Most kumu hula typically instruct 
students in both hula kahiko (tradi- 
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tional hula) and hula auana (modern 
hula). Musical accompaniment is 
also an essential component. 

In hula kahiko, instruments 
including drums (pahu) and gourd 
drums (ipu or ipu heke) are played 
by chanters who keep the rhythm 
for dancers. In addition to their 
hands, the dancers themselves can 
also utilize other instruments to tell 
ancient stories of power, sensuality, 
nature and the gods. These instru- 
ments include feathered rattles (uli 
uli) bamboo rattles (puili) and even 
rocks (ili ili) that are clicked together 
like castanets. 

Instruments like the ukulele and 
guitar are the distinguishing sounds 
of hula auana dances, which are 
mainly sung in Hawaiian but can 
also include English lyrics, as well. 

Costuming for both styles vary 
greatly, but it should be known that 
every element of a hula performance 
is chosen with intent. A pink flower 
adornment in the hair, a plumeria lei 
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around the neck, a Victorian-style 
dress, or a patterned pa‘u (skirt) are 
selected not for mere beauty but as 
a representation of the story being 
told. 

Everything in hula is done with 
purpose. With its practice, there 
is mana (life force) found not only 
in the words of the chant or song 
but also through the energy of the 
dancers. 

Hula instills a deep respect for 
tradition and contributes perhaps 
more to the perpetuation of the Ha- 
waiian culture than anything else. 
It teaches those who want to learn 
about the language, histories, art and 
values of the Hawaiian people. 


Hawaii.com offers more insider travel 


tips as well as vacation packages at 
www.hawaii.com. 
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SAME 


Despite repeated promises 
from police to quickly process 
“rape kits,’ SF sexual assault 


survivors are still waiting. 


BY BETH WINEGARNER 


n the spring of 2010, 27-year-old writer 


and performer Heather Marlowe moved to San 


Francisco from Olympia, Wash., with big dreams. 


She'd landed a role singing in a feminist perfor- 

mance of The Little Mermaid and joined a 

bhangra dance troupe when she decided to take 
[ova beMoyel-Keymdal-RalmiAcKeltinelucty(-selatl me ol-vaxeyaesr-vele-n-1 au 
experiences: Bay to Breakers. 

During a party on race day — “Hetero Pride,” she 
Ar VColtl Ke Ml E-Nucs aor) Mh oem Weel-Walt-) el-Men leno m.caloyiime¥-valel-roMel-y4 
Ws A -16 ly o) FV} (om lt} oo} ial ol 1-5 mts) al -Meua-bel qs home (oi\aaPecioloy els slo) alex 
ing it left her more drunk than she would have expect- 
ed. That and a cab ride were her last memories before 
she blacked out. She woke up several hours later in a 
strange house in the Richmond District, in a bed with 
black sheets, bruised and suffering pelvic pain. Through 
the fog, she believed she'd been drugged and raped. 
After vomiting repeatedly and gathering her wits, 

Marlowe did what fewer than 30 percent of sexual as- 
sault survivors do: She went to the nearest emergency 
room and called the police. They took her from a hospi- 
tal on the west side of the city to San Francisco General, 
where nurses trained to collect sexual assault evidence 
swabbed her vagina, anus, and mouth during a four- 
|aXo}bhak~p.¢-veebbe¥-lukoyeMmae) icra mbelca-beya DIN. Wuatlmasbteels 
identify her attacker. On her way home — still wearing 
an open-backed hospital gown, after the muumuu she 
wore during the race was confiscated for “evidence” 
— police and hospital staff assured her that the DNA 
would be analyzed and she would get the results within 
14 to 60 days. 
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While waiting, Marlowe Googled 
the name she thought her attacker 
had given her when they'd met. She 
found a picture that looked like him, 
but when she reported the find to the 
police, she says the inspector assigned 
to her case made an odd suggestion: 
Make contact with the possible sus- 
pect and flirt with him to get him to 
confess. 

She also received some dating 
advice. Marlowe says the officer in- 
structed her to go on a date with the 
man she believed to be her rapist, sug- 
gesting that if she didn’t, SFPD would 
drop the case. She tried to follow that 
advice, but the man bailed on two 
scheduled meet-ups. 

Marlowe began to suspect police 
weren't putting much effort into the 
investigation. Throughout 2010, she 
continued to call police for the results 
of her rape kit. Each time, she was 
repeatedly told to check back in a few 
months. Months stretched into years. 

“The 14 days that it was supposed 
to take for my kit to be processed 
turned into 868 days,” Marlowe told 
a meeting of the San Francisco Police 
Commission in 2013. “I got to a point 
where following up [and] trying to 
attain any information was becoming 
very frustrating and re-traumatizing, 
because I was continually being told 
that my kit was not a priority.” 

A slight woman with large brown 
eyes and straight, dark hair that falls 
past her shoulders, Marlowe studied 
art history and world arts and cultures 
at the University of California at Los 
Angeles. She later came to San Francis- 
co to pursue writing and performance 
with local stage luminary Lisa Anne 
Porter and at comedian W. Kamau 
Bell’s performance workshop. 

She developed a stage play, The 
Haze, about being drugged and raped 
at Bay to Breakers and her ensuing ex- 
periences with SFPD, including a story 
about police taking her to the wrong 
hospital at one point. (Only SFGH is 
qualified to collect rape kits.) 

“T’m like, wow, these guys really 
have no idea where to go or what to 
do,” she says in the play, turning sar- 
castic. “And that makes a lot of sense. 
Because rape is so rare in our society 
that it’s actually been years since it’s 
happened to anyone. ‘There isn’t really 
any need to train our law enforcement 
about rape, because it never happens.” 


Marlowe’s efforts through 

The Haze and her remarks at the police 
commission shamed San Francisco po- 
lice into action. In 2014, police Chief 
Greg Suhr vowed all untested kits would 
be analyzed. He credited Marlowe for 
creating the pressure that allowed the 
SFPD to expand its crime lab staff from 
four people to 14. 

But almost six years later, nobody 
has been arrested in Marlowe’s rape, 
nor has a suspect been identified. 
These are both common outcomes in 
rape cases, as only 2 percent of rapists 
will serve time in prison, but San Fran- 
cisco has long lagged far, far behind 
other jurisdictions in handling rape. 
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The city’s rape arrest rate hovered 
around the 10 to 12 percent range for 
several years — before plummeting to 
6 percent in 2014. Nationwide, the ar- 
rest rate in rapes is 21 percent, accord- 
ing to the FBI’s Uniform Crime Report; 
in California, it’s 26 percent, according 
to state Department of Justice records. 

Marlowe eventually resorted to 
filing a public records request to see if 
her kit was even tested. Now, she be- 
lieves police haven't even done that. 

In January, Marlowe filed a federal 
lawsuit against Suhr, SFPD brass, and 
the police commission, alleging that 
her due process rights were violated 
and claiming her rape kit was never 
tested. (Because her civil case is pend- 
ing, Marlowe's attorneys won't let her 
speak to reporters and only allowed 
her to provide her personal history by 
email.) 

Marlowe was assaulted about six 
months before the Board of Supervi- 
sors passed legislation requiring the 
SFPD to comply with California’s Sexu- 
al Assault Victims’ DNA Bill of Rights. 
That law mandates that police must 
test any DNA evidence from a sexual 
assault, develop a suspect profile, and 
upload the information to the Federal 
Bureau of Investigation’s Combined 
DNA Index System — or CODIS, a na- 
tional database of offender DNA — all 
within 14 days. 

It also requires the department 
to make sure it preserves funding to 
ensure rape kits are tested in a timely 
fashion — before sexual assault of- 
fenders can re-offend, and before it’s 
too late to prosecute them. 

But when Marlowe spoke at a police 
commission meeting about her rape kit 
three years later, she said she suspect- 
ed police were ignoring the law. 

“Why would my one kit just happen 
to slip through the cracks?” she asked 
at the meeting. 

It wasn’t just hers. An ABC7 News 
investigation in 2013 revealed that the 
SFPD had thousands of untested kits, 
each containing evidence collected 
before the 2010 legislation passed, sit- 
ting untouched on shelves. 

Even now, months after police twice 
claimed the older rape kits had been 
tested, the department is now admit- 
ting hundreds have not been fully test- 
ed — some dating as far back as 1982 
— according to police department 
spokesman Sgt. Michael Andraychak. 

It’s well known that the vast ma- 
jority of sexual assaults are never 
prosecuted. But on top of the abysmal 
chances of seeing their rapists ar- 
rested and prosecuted, sexual assault 
survivors in San Francisco have never 
enjoyed the speedy attempt at justice 
promised to them in the victims’ “bill 
of rights.” 


A visit to a San Francisco rape 
crisis center inspired former Police Com- 
missioner Jim Hammer, an attorney 
who used to work as a prosecutor in the 
District Attorney’s office, to craft the 
rape kit mandate city legislators ap- 
proved in 2010. 

He came away appalled by what he 


heard from survivors and counselors. 

Counselors “had come to tell vic- 
tims, ‘Don’t expect a fast result. We 
can't even give them a date when the 
kit would come back,’” Hammer says. 
“T was floored. I was speechless. One of 
the victims said, ‘I don’t even want to 
do the test.’ “ 

“That was just an absolutely horri- 
ble outcome,” he says. “It’s unaccept- 
able that some victims are refusing to 
do the test because they couldn't be 
reassured it would be done in a speedy 
way.” 

But even now, six years after the 
“mandate” became law, tracking San 
Francisco's unprocessed rape kits can 
feel like a shell game. 

Processing a rape kit includes 
checking for the presence of any bio- 
logical material, extracting any usable 
DNA, and compiling a report that’s 
sent back to police to be matched 
against the CODIS database. 

In late 2014, police announced that 
“all of the 753 identified cases needing 
to be tested have been sent to the ven- 
dor for testing, thus clearing the back- 
log of sexual assault kits at the SFPD.” 

As it turned out, things are more 
complicated. 

Police ultimately processed 677 
rape kits collected between 2003 and 
2013 after discovering that 76 had 
already undergone DNA testing and 
didn’t need to be tested again. 

Then, in 2015, Suhr said SFPD had 
discovered 437 more kits, all from 
before 2003. These kits, which could 
still contain viable DNA evidence, had 
been put in storage because they were 
outside the 10-year statute of limita- 
tions for sexual assault and therefore 
unlikely to result in any punishment 
for the offenders (or justice for the 
rape survivors), police said. 

Nonetheless, Suhr vowed they'd be 
tested by the end of last year. 

The number sent for testing bal- 
looned from 437 to 513. Many went 
to outside labs because San Francisco's 
crime lab lacked the capacity to pro- 
cess them all, Andraychak says. As of 
late April, most of those earlier kits 
— about 405 of them — still aren’t en- 
tirely tested. Another 50 have not even 
begun testing. 

But because they were no longer in 
the SFPD’s property room, they were 
considered “cleared,” even though they 
were in various stages of testing, he 
says. 

San Francisco isn’t alone in failing 
to test all of its rape kits. Roughly 
400,000 remain unprocessed nation- 
wide, according to the federal Depart- 
ment of Justice. 

Los Angeles had more than 10,000 
kits waiting on shelves, while Detroit 
belatedly tested 11,000, according to 
Ilse Knecht, senior advisor for policy 
and advocacy for the Joyful Heart 
Foundation, a watchdog group that 
tracks rape kit problems nationwide. 
The issue recently attracted the at- 
tention of Full Frontal host Samantha 
Bee, who accused Texas — which had 
20,000 untested kits — of auditioning 
for Hoarders: Rape Kit Edition. 


Survivors and advocates say testing 
rape kits is a no-brainer that will help 
police catch rapists. For many cities, 
that’s been true. 

Cleveland issued 448 new indict- 
ments based on DNA evidence from 
rape kit testing and saw a 91 percent 
conviction rate on cases it took to 
court, showing just how effective DNA 
can be at putting rapists behind bars. 

After New York City processed 
17,000 untested rape kits, it found 
2,000 matches in CODIS and made 
200 arrests based on that evidence — 
a miniscule success rate but one that 
nonetheless led to some justice for 
rape survivors. The city also adopted a 
policy of testing every rape kit as it’s 
booked into evidence, which boosted 
NYPD’s arrest rate in sexual assault 
cases from 40 percent to 70 percent, 
according to Joyful Heart’s End the 
Backlog campaign. 

“So many other communities are 
seeing success with testing their old 
rape kits,” Knecht says. 

Puzzlingly, this hasn’t happened 
in San Francisco. Of the 753 kits 
from 2003 to 2013, 732 yielded 
some amount of DNA, but only 231 
contained enough to be entered into 
CODIS. 


Although 119 matched other sus- 
pects in the database, none of those 
hits led to new arrests or cases pre- 
sented to the San Francisco District 
Attorney's Office for prosecution, An- 
draychak says. 

“A CODIS hit constitutes an inves- 
tigative lead to be used in working the 
case, Andraychak says. “A hit does not 
equate to ‘probable cause to arrest,’ 
and the investigators must still take 
other investigative steps.” 

Once sent to investigators, CO- 
DIS hits can identify suspects to be 
brought in for questioning. In San 
Francisco’s case, most of the rape-kit 
CODIS hits led police to suspects al- 
ready known to investigators. Some 
were already being prosecuted or sit- 
ting in prison. 

In other cases, victims had decided 
they didn’t want to pursue their cases, 
Andraychak says. 

The lengthy delays can lead victims 
to change their minds. A lot can hap- 
pen between the moment a rape kit 
is collected and when it is tested. This 
doesn’t appear to be because of any 
deterioration of evidence; Andraychak 
says San Francisco kept its older rape 
kits frozen, and DNA evidence col- 


lected decades ago hasbeen »>)p14 
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WHAT’S ON 


spring + summer events 


EXHIBITION 


2016 Graduate Exhibition 
May 12-15 

Herbst Pavilion 

Fort Mason Center for Arts & Culture 


EXHIBITION 


2016 BFA Exhibition 
May 15-21 


ART + IDEAS 


Summer Symposium 
stimulus Packages: 


Politics, Pleasure, Aesthetics 
June 17-18 


PUBLIC EDUCATION 


2016 Summer Classes 


Courses begin in June 
Ages 17+All Levels 


PAN a N'V(0) 4 ,@ ©)’ ms (OM 7474-10-10) 
5 Edge Effect, San Francisco Art Institute, 2015. 
Learn more at sfai.edu Photo by Drew Altizer. 
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Story from p11 


enough to convict suspects in homicide 
cases. 

In one case, the San Francisco po- 
lice contacted a rape survivor to let her 
know her rape kit had yielded a sus- 
pect. But the survivor said in the time 
since she'd filed her report, she had 
put her life back together and started 
a family, and didn’t want to relive the 
assault by pressing charges, according 
to Andraychak. 

“Each survivor has their own reason 
whether to pursue or not pursue an in- 
vestigation,’ he says. “The department 
respects the survivors’ decisions.” 

Joyful Heart’s Knecht says many 
police departments say that, but it’s a 
lame excuse. 

“Research has shown that more 
often than any other crime, law en- 
forcement frequently does not believe 
survivors or blames them, and that 
survivors withdraw from the criminal 
justice process because of how they are 
treated,” she says. 

Even when survivors don’t want to 
prosecute a long-delayed case, giving 
them the DNA information can pro- 
vide a sense of closure, Knecht says. 
For some, the hit validates their story 
in the face of family or friends who 
didn’t believe them. For others, it’s 
a relief to know that the person who 
assaulted them is in prison for another 
crime — or dead. 

But even when a kit is tested, the 
results can be worthless. Of the 513 
rape kits SFPD collected before 2003, 
none has led to a CODIS hit. 

Andraychak says that’s because 
“the collection methods in previous 
decades was not as sensitive as it is to- 
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day. Therefore, there were a significant 
number of cases in which no useful 
biological evidence was obtained.” 

Kits that yield some level of genetic 
information still need further analysis 
by the lab and investigators to deter- 
mine whether the DNA they contain 
is enough to meet the FBI’s eligibility 
standards, he says. 

Bicka Barlow, a former DNA expert 
for the San Francisco Public Defender’s 
Office, says the explanation of the bum 
kits didn’t make much sense to her. 

“T’ve had [homicide] cases that 
were substantially older where they’ve 
recovered DNA material,” says Barlow, 
who now consults on cases involving 
DNA evidence. 

Although today’s testing methods 
are much more sensitive, “I don’t think 
the collection method for rape kits 
has changed at all,” Barlow says. “San 
Francisco has always been very slow 
to get up to speed — they’ve always 
been behind in terms of the [testing] 
methodologies they’ve been using. 
And I don’t quite understand why. The 
current methods are much more sensi- 
tive ... if there’s any [DNA] there, they 
should be picking it up.” 

Failure to test rape kits causes prob- 
lems for people other than survivors 
and prosecutors. It’s also problematic 
for alleged rapists. Defense attorneys 
say testing delays can make it harder 
for them to prove their clients are 
innocent. 

Sandy Feinland, who works in the 
San Francisco Public Defender’s office, 
says one of his clients was sentenced 
to life in prison in a felony rape case. A 
rape kit was collected, but the evidence 
wasn't used in his trial. 


Feinland attempted to get the DNA 
results to bolster his client’s appeal, 
but the kit was destroyed, which police 
departments can legally do when kits 
have sat on evidence shelves too long. 

He has also had trouble getting 
judges to order rape kits to be pro- 
cessed more quickly. 

“They just take the DA’s word that 
these things take time,” he says. 


Repeat offender Donzell Francis 
was released from prison in 2007 after 
serving a five-year sentence for slash- 
ing a womans face with a razor. Soon 
after the then-38-year-old was paroled, 
transgender sex worker Ruby Orde- 
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SFPD “7 never been able to comply with the 
c 14-day requirement for testing rape kits. 
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nana was found raped and strangled to 
death near Interstate 280 in Potrero 
Hill. Biological material was collected 
from her body, but the SFPD’s crime lab 
didn’t process that evidence for more 
than two years. 

In fall 2007, another transgender 
woman named Lena told police that 
Francis had approached her in his 
truck near the corner of Geary and 
Leavenworth streets, asking if she 
needed a ride. She got in the vehicle 
and tried to give him directions, but 
he ignored her and locked the doors. 
He drove to an alley near Ninth and 
Market streets, where he began 
punching her and removing her 
clothes. He forced her to perform oral 
sex and choked her until she passed 
out. When she came to, he tried to 
force her into more oral sex, choking 
her again when she refused. 

Lena eventually escaped Francis’ 
truck. She was able to get his license 
plate number and went to the police. 
Officers met her at SFGH, where 
nursing staff collected semen from 
her mouth and hands. The DNA 
confirmed it was Francis who had 
assaulted her — and also linked him 
to three other attacks on transgender 
women. 

A jury convicted Francis in Le- 
na’s assault. In early 2010, a judge 
sentenced him to almost 18 years in 
prison. In the meantime, Ordenana’s 
rape kit was tested; the DNA evidence 
matched Francis’. 

Hammer, the former prosecutor, 
told the Bay Area Reporter in 2011 
that if Ordenana’s rape kit had been 
processed quickly, Francis could have 
been captured before he attacked or 
killed anyone else. 

This year, Hammer says he can’t 
remember the details anymore, but 
maintained the kit should have been 
tested quickly. 

“Timely testing of rape kits can 
prevent other rapes, period,” he says. 
“That’s not every case. But if you 
catch someone soon enough, you 
might keep someone else from being 





raped.” 

The police department and District 
Attorney’s office declined to discuss 
the case, saying that because the Or- 
denana case is active — after almost 
nine years — they didn’t want to say 
anything that could compromise it. 

Lena, like Marlowe, made the rare 
decision to go to the police and allow 
SFGH nurses to collect potential ev- 
idence from her body. And for Lena, 
it actually paid off. But the process of 
reporting a rape is not a gentle one. 

Police officers require a survivor 
to explain in detail what happened, 

a process that can re-traumatize. 
Officers may ask, for example, how 
many times a perpetrator penetrated 
the survivor, because each act can be 
a separate charge, says Janelle White, 
executive director of San Francisco 
Women Against Rape. 

According to the Rape, Abuse, and 
Incest National Network, 68 percent 
of rapes aren’t reported (and 82 per- 
cent of all rapes were committed by 
someone the survivor knew). In San 
Francisco, an average of 168 rape 
survivors go to the police each year, 
including a 10-year high of 355 in 
2014. 

But San Francisco police only 
made an average of 30 arrests in 
sexual assault cases each year, which 
does not encourage survivors to come 
forward. 

Survivors may also balk at the 
idea of a rape kit collection process 
because of what’s involved. Their bod- 
ies become “living, breathing crime 
scenes, says Knecht, which means 
preserving evidence. Therefore, they 
can’t use the bathroom, drink a glass 
of water, or take a shower until their 
bodies are probed. 

Some may have to drive hours 
just to get to the nearest hospital 
qualified to collect the evidence. Only 
nurses who are trained to work with 
rape survivors, conduct forensic ex- 
aminations and potentially provide 
expert testimony may perform these 
exams. 
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The extensive, invasive exam- 
ination can take up to four hours. 
Trained nurses use a colposcope, a 
magnifying device for examining the 
genitals, to look for and document 
injuries such as bruises or vaginal 
or anal tears that would indicate an 
assault. They also swab for material 
that could contain a suspect’s DNA, 
and discuss options for addressing 
potential pregnancies or sexually 
transmitted diseases, says SFWAR’s 
White. 

The process can make survivors 
unwilling to come forward, Knecht 
says. 

“We hear a lot from survivors that 
the responses from people around 
them, whether it’s family, friends, 
police — it’s very crucial to their 
agreeing to go forward and share the 
information,” she says. “That kind of 
permeates our society; there’s a real 
reluctance to put yourself through 
that. And I think there’s some lack of 
trust in the system. People read the 
papers and think, ‘Why am I going to 
go through this if my kit’s going to be 
on a shelf?’ ” 


There are about a dozen different 
models of rape kit. Each kit can con- 
tain up to a dozen swabs. Each swab 
potentially has biological material 
from the survivor, the suspect, and 
anyone else the survivor has been inti- 
mate with in the five days before the 
rape kit collection. 

Analyzing what’s on the swabs 
and preparing that material for DNA 
analysis takes at least two days. Each 
part of the analysis — extracting 
DNA, amplifying it, separating it 
and other steps — takes a minimum 
of one day. Interpreting the results 
takes another two to three days, 
while compiling the information into 
a laboratory report and reviewing it 
adds another one to two days. 

That’s in an ideal world, where 
there’s no other DNA evidence also 
in the pipeline. 

Processing everything contained 
in a rape kit — not just biological 
material, but other evidence collect- 
ed from a crime scene or a survivor 
— can take several weeks. Greg Gold- 
man, a deputy public defender, says 
he once handled a case that weighed 
on multiple rape kits; while many 
were processed quickly, the results 
from one that was sent to an out-of- 
state lab took 10 months to obtain. 

It’s not 100 percent clear why 
some of San Francisco's rape kits 
have been tested quickly while others 
sat waiting. SFPD spokesman An- 
draychak offers a partial explanation: 
Before 2001, the department didn’t 
generally test kits in sexual assaults 
where a suspect was already known 
to police or the suspect had con- 
fessed to the assault. 

After the Board of Supervisors 
mandated quicker testing in 2010, 
police priorities didn’t change. Kits 
associated with assaults committed 
by strangers were the ones “tested 
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within the mandated time frame,” 
Andraychak says. 

Picking which kits to test often 
comes down to a judgment call, San 
Francisco Police Commission Presi- 
dent Suzy Loftus says. 

When the commission performed 
an audit of the city’s unprocessed 
rape kits four years ago, it learned 
that “it’s not uncommon that a de- 
cision is made [by inspectors] about 
whether a kit should be tested, and it 
goes to the property room instead of 
the crime lab,” she says. “There were 
a bunch of kits that someone decided 
didn’t need to be tested.” 

Even with more staff to process 
rape kits, SFPD frequently sends 
them to outside labs, including Bode 
Cellmark Forensics, based in Lor- 
ton, Va., when the city’s crime lab is 
backed up. 

The crime lab tries to keep up 
with rape kits, but because of the 
state Victims’ DNA Rights Bill, which 
SFPD must follow thanks to the 2010 
city legislation, “the lab is mandated 
to meet timelines for specific work to 
be completed which are sometimes 
difficult to achieve,” Andraychak 
says. When the lab can’t meet those 
timelines in house, it will send some 
or all of a rape kit to an outside lab. 

Theoretically, testing and analyz- 
ing the DNA ina rape kit can take 
about 15 days, but kits must often 
wait to be tested because crime lab 
analysts are working on other cases. 

San Francisco’s crime lab takes an 
average of 160 days to process every- 
thing in a rape kit, including clothing 
and personal items. However, An- 
draychak says the crime lab is cur- 
rently testing the DNA piece of newly 
submitted kits within the mandated 
time frame. 

The cost to test a rape kit also 
varies, depending on the level of 
analysis required. Simply testing for 
the presence of biological material 
costs $300 to $500, Andraychak says. 
But the police department says it has 
enough money to keep up with its 
rape kits. 

Last year, the District Attorney’s 
office offered to seek $2 million from 
a pair of grants specifically to lever- 
age rape-kit testing. It couldn’t do so 
without the police department’s par- 
ticipation — and the SFPD said no to 
both grants because Suhr had already 
committed city funds to test the kits, 
Andraychak says. 

Processing rape kits quickly is “a 
duty we owe them,’ says Max Szabo, 
a spokesman for the DA. “These are 
people who went ahead and sub- 
jected themselves to an incredibly 
invasive procedure. They’ve done ev- 
erything we've asked. We need to live 
up to our end of the bargain.” 


If not for law enforcement, 
momentum is gathering around the is- 
sue of timely rape kit testing for lawmak- 
ers. 

Last fall, Vice President Joe Biden 
and Attorney General Loretta E. 
Lynch announced $80 million in 


St 


grants would be available to expedite 
the processing of untested rape kits 
nationwide. (None of that money 
went to San Francisco, according to 
the U.S. Department of Justice.) 

This year, state legislators have 
floated a number of new bills aimed 
at tackling the problem. Assembly- 
man David Chiu, D-San Francisco, 

a former president of the Board of 
Supervisors who voted in favor of 
the 2010 rape kit mandate, recently 
introduced a state bill that would 
require California’s law enforcement 
agencies to use the state Department 
of Justice tracking system, SAFE-T, 
for all rape kits collected in Califor- 
nia. 

If the bill passes, it would make it 
easier to monitor how many kits have 
been analyzed or remain waiting. 

Chiu’s legislation, co-sponsored by 
Attorney General Kamala Harris, the 
frontrunner to succeed Barbara Boxer 
in the U.S. Senate, is the fifth attempt 
to get such a law on the books. Previ- 
ous bills have stalled, been vetoed, or 
been watered down. 

Incredibly, “there’s not unanimous 
support around this topic,” Chiu says. 

San Francisco police said they 
didn’t initially test rape kits collect- 
ed before 2003 because they were 
outside the statute of limitations for 
prosecuting sexual assault. Szabo, the 
DA’s spokesman, says that doesn’t 
make sense, given that there’s no 
time limit for admitting DNA evi- 
dence. However old, DNA can help 
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bolster a case against a defendant ac- 
cused in one or more recent assaults. 

“It can go a long way toward help- 
ing a jury convict,” he says. 

State Sen. Connie Leyva, D-Chino, 
wants to make the issue of time moot 
by doing away with the state’s time 
limits on sexual assault cases. Several 
states, including Alabama, Idaho, 
Maryland, and Kentucky, have no 
statutes of limitations on rape; Leyva 
says she was surprised to learn that 
California does. 

“Nobody should be denied justice 
just because 10 years has passed,” she 
says. 

Not every survivor is ready to 
come forward right away, or even 
within the 10-year time limit. 

“They come forward when they 
can, and sometimes that’s many years 
later, when they feel more confident,” 
she says. “We shouldn't deny them 
that.” 

At the local level, the police com- 
mission is now requiring the police 
department to provide twice-yearly 
updates on its progress testing rape 
kits, including timelines that show 
when evidence was collected and 
whether it led to a CODIS hit, an ar- 
rest or a conviction. 

This was proposed after an anony- 
mous San Francisco resident reported 
to the independent Office of Citizen 
Complaints that her rape kit had 
gone untested for years and her com- 
munication with the department had 
been poor. Although Marlowe com- 
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Police Chief Greg Suhr and Police 


Commission President Suzy Loftus have 
both promised swifter justice for rape 
victims, but were both named as defendants 
in a lawsuit filed by Heather Marlowe. 





Mike Koozmin 
plained to the OCC, nobody would 
go on record to say if this complaint 
was hers. 

Loftus says that the SFPD has 
been good about updating the Board 
of Supervisors, but the commission 
wants to track things, too. 

“Since the [police] chief reports to 
us and we have the policy oversight, 
it’s crucial that we know where it’s 
at,” she says. 

But though police have been held 
to account for testing timelines, 
nothing is being done about the core 
issue: SFPD’s peculiarly poor ability 
at handling rape, with an arrest rate a 
fraction of the state’s. 


Last year, a San Francisco police 
officer accused of rape was warned he 
was under investigation by his superior. 
The superior officer, ex-lieutenant Curtis 
Liu, was recently charged by District At- 
torney George Gascon for impeding an 
investigation; the now-former cop, Ja- 
son Lai, was eventually charged with 
misdemeanors — for improperly using 
police databases, not rape. 

Meanwhile, Marlowe’s rapist is at 
large, as are the rapists in hundreds 
of other reported assaults in San 
Francisco dating back to well before 
the promises to more quickly test 
kits. 

After she was told her kit had 
been tested, she filed a public records 
request last year to find out whether 
it was tested or to obtain the results. 
She was told that the infor- yy p18 
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mation was not considered a public 
record under the Freedom of Infor- 
mation Act, according to her lawsuit 
against the police department and the 
city. 

A hearing in her case scheduled for 
April was postponed until June, in 


part because the City Attorney’s office 
thinks Marlowe’s case, and her belief 
that her rape kit may remain untested, 
is based on a misunderstanding. 

It was tested, says Matt Dorsey, a 
spokesman for City Attorney Dennis 
Herrera. 

“We hope clearing up that misun- 


derstanding will clear up the litiga- 
tion,” Dorsey says. 

As it is, the suspect she had initially 
identified to the police department 
— the one she unsuccessfully tried 
to convince to go out with her — was 
ruled out as the rapist by the DNA evi- 
dence in her rape kit, Dorsey says. 


POLICE CHIEF 


YEAR REPORTS ARRESTS 


Why Marlowe could not come by 
this information herself is unclear. 
Marlowe’s attorneys, Irwin and Alex- 
ander Zalkin, didn’t respond to several 
requests for comment on the suit. 

It would be easy to look at how few 
rape kits lead to arrests or convictions 
— in San Francisco or elsewhere — 
and conclude that they’re not worth 
collecting or testing. But the problem 
is more systemic. 

Many survivors, who know the pos- 
sibility their rapist will be arrested is 
miniscule even if their kits are tested, 
won't come forward unless they can 
trust that their reports will be taken 
seriously and their rape kits will be 
tested quickly. 

If you were going to design a sexual 
assault reporting process to discour- 
age survivors from seeking justice, it 
would resemble the one we have. 


2005 
2006 
2007 
2008 
2009 
2010 
2011 

2012 
2013 
2014 


Source: California Department of Justice 
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Greg Suhr 












Under much-maligned 
former Chief Heather 
Fong, the SFPD had 
the best sexual assualt 
arrest rate in recent 
history. 


(AP Photo/Pat Sullivan) 


Rape kits from 2003-2013: 


Total number tested: 

Number that contained some biological material: 
Number with enough DNA for the FBI’s DNA database: 
Number that matched suspects in the FBI database: 
Number that led to new prosecutions: 


Rape kits from before 2003: 


Total number sent for testing: 

Number still being tested: 

Number awaiting testing: 

Number that contained some biological material: 
Number with enough DNA for the FBI’s DNA database: 
Number that led to new prosecutions: 





Source: San Francisco Police Department 
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SFPD announces It has 


Serial criminal Donzell + Francis’ DNA Transgender woman Rape kit from SFPD reveals crime lab Supervisors pass sent kits for processing Marlowe sues SFPD 
Francis imprisoned for | uploaded to Ruby Ordenana found Orden ana case technician Deborah law requiring SFPD and doesn't have any and city, claiming 
slashing a woman's state database raped and murdered processed; DNA Madden was stealing to test rape kits untested kits they violated her 
face in Potrero Hill matches Francis cocaine within 14 days due process rights 


DECEMBER 2014 


JANUARY 2016 


MARCH 2007 MARCH 2010 DECEMBER 2010 





Francis rapes Lena, Francis sentenced to 18 Heather Marlowe raped at Marlowe tells Police Police Chief Greg 
California becomes the Francis paroled another transgender years for Lena's assault Bay to Breakers; she files Commission meeting her Suhr says by the end 
first state to adopt a Sex- woman, in the report and rape kit rape kit hasn't been of 2015, SFPD will 
ual Assault Victims’ DNA Tenderloin tested; ABC7 discovers test hundreds of rape 
Bill of Rights, requiring SFPD has hundreds of kits collected before 
rape kits to be tested “ina untested kits 2003 
timely manner.” 
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Antony and 


Cleopatra 
Sunday 





Dadaconf 0.1 
Friday : 


Fri5/6| Art Fest 


MAKEIT BAD 


Anyone can create art, and absurdity is 
freedom. Those are the beliefs behind 
Dadaconf 0.1, a weekend of make-it 
workshops where non-Rembrandts of all 
stripes can acquire new skills, explore per- 
sonal proclivities, and create something 
unique and fun. The conference is in- 
spired both by the conformity-busting, 
absurdity-embracing Dadaists of the early 
1900s and by the embraceable aspects of 
contemporary technology: those that en- 
courage creativity rather than competi- 
tion and profit-making. Workshops, most 
of which requite no prior experience, offer 
instruction in a wide range of subjects: 
electronic music, cross stitching, welding, 
improv comedy, beatboxing, neural-net- 
work making, and combining Arduinos, 
sensors, and code to “build the worst bat- 
tle robots ever.” It’s OK, and even encour- 
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aged, to make something bad or dumb. 
Having the freedom to fail, organizers say, 
allows for full immersion in the creative 
process. (And sometimes, by taking risks, 
participants surprise themselves and cre- 
ate something really cool.) The event will 
also include an exhibition of attendee 
work and a celebration. 

Dadaconf 0.1 is set for Friday 
through Sunday, May 6-8, at NIM- 
BY, 8410 Amelia St., Oakland. $42- 
$69. 510-633-0506 or dadaconf.com. 
Anita Katz 


Sat 5/7 | Fancy dress 


REVELRY, 
SHAKESPEAREAN STYLE 


Highly praised for its site-integrated per- 
formances of classic theater, the We Play- 
ers company will soon be staging Romeo 
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and Juliet at two Bay Area locations. But 
first, the company hosts a prelude to that 
production, presented in the spirit of the 
revelry enjoyed by Shakespeare’s charac- 
ters. The Capulet Ball invites us to 
party with Juliet’s well-bred family, who 
can clearly throw a bash. The festivities 
include a masquerade ball — feel free to 
sport a mask and flirt — food and drink, 
music, and a performance of Act I of Ro- 
meo and Juliet, plus the famous balcony 
scene. In accordance with the troupe’s be- 
lief in fully immersive theater, the action 
will take place around, not in front of, the 
audience. Organizers promise that guests 
will be able to meet the featured players, 
as well as members of the Capulet clan 
(and perhaps some party-crashing Mon- 
tagues). The location of the first of several 
Capulet Balls will be an 1891 San Fran- 
cisco church, whose unique features will 
surely be put to use for the occasion. 

We Players will host a Capulet Ball 
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from 7 to 10 p.m. on Saturday, May 7, 
at the Episcopal Church of St. Mary the 
Virgin, 2325 Union St, S.F. $100; 415- 
547-0189 or weplayers.org. Anita Katz 


Sun 5/8 Theater 


STRAIGHT OUT OF 
ANTIQUITY 


Shakespeare’s busy weekend also includes 
the opening of Antony and Cleopa- 
tra, presented by the African-American 
Shakespeare Company and reset in mod- 
ern times. The company and director Jon 
Tracy have pared the epic tragedy about 
the Roman general and the Egyptian 
queen to just a few characters and com- 
bined its classic themes — love, passion, 
betrayal, death — with contemporary re- 
alities and sensibilities. These include 
technology and what its lead actress has 
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The Capulet 


Ball 
Saturday 


described as an awareness of the misogy- 
nist attitudes female leaders must con- 
tend with. In regard to the romance, Tracy 
has cited the power-couple relationship in 
TV’s House of Cards as a parallel. The 
award-winning L. Peter Callender, who is 
also the company’s artistic director, and 
Leontyne Mbele-Mbong, who starred ina 
recent AASC production of Medea, play 
the title characters. A ticket to the showis 
a way to see local classic theater and to 
support the work of the African-Ameri- 
can Shakespeare Company, which, since 
1994, has been providing quality roles for 
actors of color. 

The African-American Shakespeare 
Company presents Antony and Cleop- 
atra on Saturdays and Sundays, May 
7-29, at the Buriel Clay Theater, African 
American Art and Culture Complex, 
762 Fulton St., S.F. $15-$34; 415-762- 
2071 or african-americanshakes.org, 
Anita Katz 
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LISTINGS 


Calendar listings are offered as a free service 
to SF Weekly readers and are subject to space 
restrictions. To change an existing or have a 
listing added, e-mail (Calendar@sfweekly.com), 
fax (777-1839), or mail (835 Market St., Suite 550, 
S.F, CA 94103). Deadline is noon Tuesday for the 
following week's issue. Listings rotate regularly, 
as space allows. Our completel listings of local 
events - searchable by keyword, date, and genre 
— are available online. 


ART - GALLERIES 


Arte Verissima. ‘City Lights,” a Dennis Ziemienski 
Exhibition at Arte Verissima: Chronicling the 
iconic signage of local institutions, Dennis 
Ziemienski explores the vernacular character 
and fading grandeur of the historical businesses 
that populate our urban spaces. His lovingly 
detailed paintings of illuminated neon and glass 
highlight the fragility of our connection to the 
past. This show is a collection of images from 
Oakland, Berkeley, Crockett, San Francisco, Los 
Angeles and New York. Through May 29, 12-6 p.m. 
Free. www.arteverissima.com. 4432 Piedmont, 
Oakland, 818-730-3677, arteverissima.com. 

Catharine Clark Gallery. Josephine Taylor | Teen- 
agers Are Beautiful: Large scale drawings and 
several smaller works on paper which depict a 
glimpse into the raw and beautiful landscape 
of contemporary adolescence. Through May 
28, 12-10 p.m. Free. www.cclarkgallery.com/ 
exhibitions. 248 Utah, San Francisco, 415-399- 
1439, cclarkgallery.com. 

CCA Wattis Institute for Contemporary Arts. 
Laura Owens: Ten Paintings: The centerpiece 
is an immersive installation of silkscreened, 
flocked, painted & hand-printed wallpaper that 
covers every wall of the main gallery. Reception 
Thursday, April 28, 6:30-8:30pm, on view April 
28 through July 23, 2016 Through July 23. 
Free. 360 Kansas, San Francisco, 415-355-9670, 
wattis.org. 

Center for the Arts, Religion, and Education 
(CARE). The Erosion of Memory: Works by 
Anne Tait: Tait’s work is influenced by vernac- 
ular 19th-century memorials and the influence 
of industrialized printmaking on images of 
memory and domesticity. Prints, paintings, 
glass etchings, and embroidery pieces combine 
cemetery grave imagery with monograms. 
Tuesdays, Thursdays, Fridays, 10 a.m.-3 p.m. 
Free. 510-849-8935. www.care-gtu.org. 1798 
Scenic, Berkeley, 510-849-8935, care-gtu.org. 

CK Contemporary. Elements: An Exploration of the 
Natural World: CK Contemporary is thrilled to 
present ELEMENTS, a group exhibition of paint- 
ings highlighting eight gallery artists’ explora- 
tion of the natural world. Featuring new works 
by Rosalyn Bodycomb, William Nichols, Jose 
Basso, Maurizio Lanzillotta, Josep Moncada, 
Johan Abeling, Jamie Perry and Jay Mercado, 
ELEMENTS invites the viewer to observe the 
intricacies and subtleties of the natural world 
at a magnified scale. Realism and abstraction 
merge together to capture the elusiveness of 
natural phenomena, both familiar and new, and 
to explore our own relationship to the world 
around us. Through June 4. 357 Geary, San 
Francisco, 415-397-0114, ckcontemporary.com. 

The Compound Gallery. Paper Pushers: Paper 
Pushers showcases works on paper by esteemed 
artists across the nation. Works in letterpress, 
screen printing, block prints, illustration in an 
array of themes including: animals, the figure, 
biology, and pop, skate and surf culture mani- 
fest upon paper substrate. Featuring work by: 
Carlos Hernandez, CR Stecyk III, David Amoroso, 
Elizabeth McGrath, Karen Hsaio, Kevin Bradley, 
Laura Jane Hamilton, Martin Mazorra, Miso. 
Sat., May 7, 6 p.m. Free. 1167 65th St., Oakland, 
thecompoundgallery.com. 

Creativity Explored. Quality of Line: Charles Cruz 
and Jay Herndon: This exhibit of work by Charles 
Cruz and Jay Herndon features diverse tech- 
niques of line-making with gestural, unconfined 
portions of hue and tone. Through June 1. Free. 
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www.creativityexplored.org/. 3245 16th St., San 
Francisco, 415-863-2108, creativityexplored.org. 


David Brower Center. Vanishing Ice: Alpine 


Landscapes in Art 1775-2012: A multimedia 
exhibit that explores the beauty and fragility 
of frozen landscapes through the lens of sci- 
ence, adventure, and aesthetics, opens with 
a curator lecture and a screening of Art from 
a Changing Arctic at 6:30 p.m. Through May 11. 
Free. 2150 Allston Way, Berkeley, 510-809-0900, 
browercenter.org. 


The Dryansky Gallery. Hovering: Photographs at 


the Boundaries of Nature: The Dryansky Gallery 
is proud to present Hovering: Photographs 
at the Boundaries of Nature, an exhibition of 
large-scale works by Gregg Wilensky, Theoret- 
ical Physicist and Senior Principal Scientist at 
Adobe. Wilensky’s contemplative photographic 
compositions explore the boundaries between 
faithful representation and the abstracted im- 
age. Hovering marks Wilensky's first exhibition in 
San Francisco and will be on view from March 31 
through May 12, 2016 with an opening reception 
on Thursday, March 31 from 7-9 PM. The artist 
will be in attendance. Wednesdays-Sundays, 
1-9 p.m.; Wednesdays-Sundays, 12:30-5 p.m. 
Continues through May 12. Free. 415-932-9302. 
info@thedryansky.com. www.thedryansky. 
com. 2120 Union, San Francisco, 415-932-9302, 
thedryansky.com. 


FFDG. On Silent Haunches: Group painting show 


featuring Nicholas Bohac, Michelle Fleck, Emily 
Proud, and Jenny Sharaf. Wednesdays-Satur- 
days. 2277 Mission, San Francisco, 415-500- 
2166, ffdg.net. 


Fifty24SF Gallery. Devolution: Group show featur- 


ing Benjamin Constantine, Tina Lugo, Smithe, and 
Lauren YS. Wednesdays-Sundays. 252 Fillmore, 
San Francisco, 415-252-9144, fifty24sf.com. 


Fouladi Projects. Our Way To The Forest by Yuichi 


Hirako: Hirako paints brilliant and fantastical 
scenes in wild forests where plant-like humans 
intermingle with elements natural and man- 
made. Through June 4. Free. 415-621-2535. 
www.fouladiprojects.com. 1803 Market, San 
Francisco, 415-621-2535, fouladiprojects.com. 


Gallery 16. Jason Middlebrook // The Small Spaces 


in Between: Gallery 16 is pleased to announce 
our first exhibition with New York based artist 
Jason Middlebrook, The Small Spaces in Be- 
tween. This is the first West Coast solo show by 
the California native in over a decade. His work 
has been the subject of major exhibitions and 
public projects around the world, most recently 
at Massachusetts Museum of Contemporary Art 
and Site Santa Fe. The exhibition will include 20 
of Middlebrook’s signature towering “Plank’’ 
paintings and wall works. These are geometric 
abstractions painted directly onto internally 
cut trunks from the local mill in Hudson New 
York. Mondays-Fridays, 9 a.m.-5 p.m. Continues 
through May 6. Free. 415-626-7495. hilde@ 
gallery16.com. 501 Third St., San Francisco, 
415-626-7495, gallery16.com. 


Gallery Wendi Norris. Val Britton ““Transmissions’’: 


For Bay Area artist Val Britton’s second solo exhi- 
bition with Gallery Wendi Norris, Transmissions, 
she will present a series of new, large-scale 
painted collages, a suspended column-shaped 
paper installation, and her first ever free-stand- 
ing sculptures. The two-dimensional works are 
boldly hued and tightly composed, with large, 
flat swaths of color and intricately cut-out 
sections. The free standing sculptures are 
delicately constructed of hand-painted paper in 
shapes that recall space-age industrial towers 
of the 20th century. Using both hand-cutting 
and a laser machine, she employs a technique 
that uses careful painting and layering to give 
unusual depth to two-dimensional components. 
Through July 5. Free. Miguel Angel Rios “A 
Trilogy”: For A Trilogy, Miguel Angel Rios’ first 
exhibition with Gallery Wendi Norris, he will 
exhibit three of his most recent video works: 
Piedras Blancas, Mulas, and Landlocked. Rios 
first became recognized in the late 1980's and 
early ‘90's for his paintings and collage works, 
and has since gone on to create video work that 
has influenced seminal contemporary artists 
working today. The exhibition highlights his 
unique artistic practice that addresses issues 
of power, apathy and violence, while incorpo- 
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Megan Kurashige in Liss Fain 
Dance's Jacit Consent 





Photo by RJ Muna 
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Dance 


AROOMWITHA 
VIEW 


The performance installations of 
Liss Fain Dance have often 
drawn us in through a literary 
device — using passages from 
Jamaica Kincaid’s stories, or 
fragments of Virginia Woolf's 
1931 experimental “play- 
poem” The Waves, or even Wil- 
liam Faulkner's 1929 novel The 
Sound and the Fury to inspire, 
ground, and compel the dance. 
But it has been Fain’s long-term 
collaborators — production and 
lighting designer Matthew An- 
taky and composer/sound de- 
signer Dan Wool — who have 
guaranteed rapt attention, even 
when her conceptual choices 
might challenge it: a percussive 
score within a grove of shad- 
ow-casting trees; a discrete elec- 
tronic tapestry beneath a 
labyrinth of metal trellises; tick- 
ing clocks and crashing piano 
notes on a stage that feels like a 


precipice. Fain usually invites audience members to move around — and even through — these installations, but with Tacit 

Consent, she insists on it. There are no imagined or inferred walls. Antaky’s floor plan consists of four separate rooms, each 

with its own video installation and soundscape. Viewers must move to see every dancer, but they may never see every dance. 
Tacit Consent starts at 8 p.m. and runs through May 8 at Yerba Buena Center for the Arts, 701 Mission St., S.F. 

$25; 415-978-2787 or ybca.org. Silke Tudor 


7 
Ya 
‘i 


. Courtesy of Jenkins Johnson Gallery 
Art 


Portraiture, a jaw-dropping group 
exhibition that captures the personal 


and cultural identity of world-renowned 


and ethnically diverse photographers, 
opens at 5:30 p.m. and continues 
through Jul. 9 at Jenkins Johnson 
Gallery, 464 Sutter St., S.E Free; 415- 
677-0770 or jenkinsjohnsongallery.com. 
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Theater 


Edgar Oliver: Helen & Edgar,a 
hilarious and heart-rending account of 
growing up in Savannah with a mother 
slipping into madness, is told by a true 
New York theater original and Moth 
favorite at 8 p.m. through May 8 at 
Zellerbach Hall, Bancroft Ave. at 
Telegraph Way, Berkeley. $19-38; 510- 
642-9988 or calperformances.org. 


History 





Music 


Monsieur Periné, Latin Grammy- 
winning Columbian band with a 
penchant for guitar-driven jazz from 
the 1920s, is supported by Elsa y Elmar 
at 9 p.m. at The Chapel, 777 Valencia St., 
S.F. $17; 415-551-5157; thechapelsf. 
com. 


“Lost Landscapes of San Francisco,” an archival program presented by 
Rick Prelinger, includes film clips of the 1940 Labor Day parade, downtown 
taverns, radical longshoremen, and World War II-era Kodachromes at 6 p.m. at 
Presidio Officers’ Club, 50 Moraga Ave., S.F. Free; 415-561-4400 or presidio.gov/ 


events. 
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rating an innovative use of social and political 
narratives and original production techniques. 
Tuesdays-Saturdays, 11 a.m.-6 p.m. Continues 
through July 5. Free. gallerywendinorris.com/ 
exhibitions/. 161 Jessie, San Francisco, 415-346- 
7812, gallerywendinorris.com. 

George Lawson Gallery. Justine Frischmann: 
George Lawson Gallery presents new paintings 
from Justine Frischmann’s ‘‘Lambent” series. 
Juxtaposing oil and acrylic spray enamel over 
photographs on aluminum panels, Frischmann 
extends the formal reaches of gestural painting. 
Her work appears to source light rather than 
reflect it, and these paintings trigger complex 
interactions that traverse worlds not often 
associated together: urban architecture, coastal 
fog, celebrity glare and meditative quietude. 
Wednesdays-Saturdays, 11:30 a.m.-5:30 p.m. 
Continues through May 28. Free. 315 Potrero, 
San Francisco, 415-703-4400, georgelawson- 
gallery.com. 

Jenkins Johnson Gallery. Portraiture: A Group 
Photography Exhibition: Featuring diverse 
and world-renowned photographers, whose 
portraits reflect their personal and cultural 
identity. Opening reception May 5, 5:30-7:30pm, 
Exhibition May 5 - July 9, 2016; Tuesday - Friday 
10am to 6pm; Saturdays 10am to 5pm Tues- 
days-Saturdays. Continues through July 9. 
Free. 464 Sutter, San Francisco, 415-677-0770, 
jenkinsjohnsongallery.com. 

Kadist Art Foundation. Yin-Ju Chen: Extrastellar 
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Anime 


Belladonna of Sadness, a lost 
masterpiece of Japanese animation 
drawing on elements of Tolkien, tarot, 
Klimt, and Keats, screens at 7:45 and 
10:20 p.m. through May 8 at Alamo 
Drafthouse, 2550 Mission St., S.E 
$13.25; 415-549-5959 or drafthouse. 
com/sf. 


Art 


“Roman Vishniac's 
Photomicroscopy,’ a talk by the 
Exploratorium’s Denise King on the 
substantial scientific contribution of a 
pioneer better known for his 
portrayals of Eastern European Jews, 
starts at 12:30 p.m. at Contemporary 
Jewish Museum, 736 Mission St., S.F. 
$12; 415-655-7800 or thecjm.org. 


Film 


The Abyss: Special Edition, the 
greatest deep-sea E.T. film ever made, 
is shown in beautiful 35mm at 9 p.m. 
at Roxie Theater, 3117 16th St., S.F 
$12; 415-863-1087 or roxie.com. 


Flora 


“The Wild Bunch: Succulents, 
Cacti & Fat Plants,” a botanical 
show with a Dr. Seuss-ian flair, opens 
at 10 a.m., through Oct. 16 at the 
Conservatory of Flowers, 100 John F. 
Kennedy Dr., S.E. $6; 415-831-2090 or 
conservatoryofflowers.org. 


Evaluations: Multiple accounts have established 
with quasi-certainty that some alien inhabitants 
of the lost continent of Lemuria remain on Earth 
today near its core, deep beneath Mount Shasta, 
CA, appearing infrequently to human witnesses. 
Following her investigation into the mysterious 
residents of the mountain, artist Yin-Ju Chen 
conducted field research and interviews with 
local inhabitants of the volcanic territory. Her 
contemporary art exhibition and multimedia 
installation, at Kadist, Extrastellar Evaluations, 
uncover unique materials that reveal unforeseen 
information about the Lemurians’ earthly pres- 
ence. Starting May 11. Wednesdays-Saturdays. 
Continues through June 15. Free. www.kadist. 
org/en/programs/all/2466. 3295 20th St., San 
Francisco, 415-738-8668, kadist.org. 

Lottie Rose Art House. Oil and Earth, a solo exhi- 
bition by Rory Terrell: Rory Terrell has made a 
show about oil spills and oil painting. Rory paints 
wild with used motor oil. The art is reflective and 
discusses pollution. Through May 7. Free. www. 
firehouseartcollective.blogspot.com. 6117 San 
Pablo, Oakland, 510-593-0733, facebook.com/ 
firehouselottierosehouse. 

Mezzanine Gallery. Paper Cut - Jennifer Clifford: 
A blend of the vibrant textiles and my vast 
photo collection of skylines and icons taken on 
my urban hikes around San Francisco. Through 
May 10. Free. 342 Grant, San Francisco, 415-394- 
0500, hoteltriton.com. 

Rhythmix Cultural Works. Island City Waterways: 
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Waves of Inspiration: In conjunction with Island 
City Waterways, a free public art event taking 
place along Alameda’s historic Waterfront 
Trail from May 20-22, 2016, Rhythmix Cultural 
Works presents Island City Waterways: Waves 
of Inspiration in the K Gallery from May 6 
through June 29. This three-person exhibition 
features new works by environmental painter 
Ginny Parsons, photographer Pons Maar, and 
industrial designer and artist Marc Ribaud. Fri., 
May 6, 6-9 p.m. Free. 2513 Blanding, Alameda, 
510-865-5060, rhythmix.org. 

Royal NoneSuch Gallery. Eli Thorne: Yellow No. 
5, Bruh: Eli Thorne’s work explores athleticism 
and sports culture, as well as visible displays of 
maleness through sculptural forms. As a trans 
male, Thorne aims to reconcile and negotiate 
his own sense of masculinity and relationship 
to today's hyper-macho culture by investigating 
the aesthetics of sexuality, manhood, aspiration, 
and transformation. In doing so, his work delves 
into issues of societal pressure, aggression, 
and the toxic intersection of the feasible and 
the fantastical. Saturdays, Sundays. Continues 
through May 28. Free. 4231 Telegraph Ave., 
Oakland, 415-652-1623. 


COMEDY 


Best of San Francisco Stand-Up Comedy: 18+ local 
comedy showcase. Fridays, 8 p.m., $15, bestofsf- 
standup.com. The Variety Preview Room (The 
Hobart Building), 582 Market, San Francisco, 
415-781-3893, varietync.org/screening-room. 

Brainwash Weekend Comedy Showcase: Because 
when it comes to doing laundry, laughter makes 
your clothes’ whites whiter and colors brighter. 
That's just science, duh. Fridays, Saturdays, 
8 p.m., free. Brainwash Cafe & Laundromat, 
1122 Folsom, San Francisco, 415-861-3663, 
brainwash.com. 

Cheaper Than Therapy: Jon Allen, Eloisa Bravo, 
and Scott Simpson offer comedians (and audi- 
ences) achance to unburden their minds at this 
regular night of stand-up. Fridays, Saturdays, 
10 p.m., $10, cttcomedy.com. Shelton Theater, 
533 Sutter, San Francisco, 415-882-9100, shel- 
tontheater.org. 

Comedy @ The Comet Club: Your free weekly 
chance to laugh in the Marina (instead of at it). 
Wednesdays, 8:30 p.m., free, facebook.com/ 
sufficientcomedy. Comet Club, 3111 Fillmore, 
San Francisco, 415-567-5589. 

Comedy Chop: A comedy competition at The Purple 
Onion. 6 comedians, 3 elimination rounds, 1 
winner! Hosted by Katy Karns and Trishna Saigal 
Sat., May 7, 8-9:30 p.m.; Sat., May 21, 8-9:30 
p.m.; Sat., June 4, 8-9:30 p.m.; Sat., June 18, 
8-9:30 p.m., $10, https://www.facebook.com/ 
ComedyChop/. The Purple Onion at Kell's, 530 
Jackson St., San Francisco. 

Comedy Machine: A one-night, three-round com- 
edy tournament featuring eight comedians all 
competing to be chosen as the champion. Unlike 
any other comedy show in the Bay Area, we give 
the power to the audience to choose who they 
want to see continue. Comedians literally live 
and die by the fans. Hosted weekly by comedian 
Will Cole. Wednesdays, 8:30-10 p.m., $7 adv., $10, 
https://www.facebook.com/sfcomedymachine. 
The Purple Onion at Kell’s, 530 Jackson St., 
San Francisco. 

Comedy Night: Open mic hosted by Tony Sparks. 
Thursdays, 7 p.m., free. Brainwash Cafe & 
Laundromat, 1122 Folsom, San Francisco, 415- 
861-3663, brainwash.com. 

Comedy Night at Il Pirata: Tony Sparks has 
presided over this long-running local showcase 
since 2005. First Friday of every month, 9 p.m. 
Il Pirata, 2007 16th St., San Francisco, 415-626- 
2626, ilpiratasf.com. 

Comedy Noir: Hosted by Valerie Branch. Fridays, 
8 p.m. Balancoire, 2565 Mission, San Francisco, 
415-920-0577, balancoiresf.com. 

Comedy Oasis: Hosted by Juan Medina. Second 
Wednesday of every month, 7 p.m., $5. Oasis, 
298 lith St., San Francisco, 415-985-4442, 
sfoasis.com. 

Cynic Cave: Hosted by George Chen and Kevin 
O'Shea. Saturdays, 8 p.m., cyniccave.com. Lost 
Weekend Video, 1034 Valencia, San Francisco, 
415-643-3373, www.lostweekendvideo.com. 
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Dan Cummins: Thu., May 5, 8 p.m.; Fri., May 6, 8 & 
10 p.m.; Sat., May 7, 7:30 & 9:30 p.m., $20. Punch 
Line, 444 Battery, San Francisco, 415-397-7573, 
punchlinecomedyclub.com. 

Dash: Late-night improv comedy romps by the 
Un-Scripted Theater Company. Saturdays, 10 
p.m., $10. Un-Scripted Theater, 533 Sutter, San 
Francisco, un-scripted.com. 

Doc's Comedy Open Mic: Comedy returns to 
the North Beach space formerly occupied by 
landmark nightclub The Purple Onion — and this 
weekly open mic means that you, too, can share 
the same stage where Lenny Bruce once stood. 
Mondays, 7 p.m., free. Doc's Lab, 124 Columbus, 
San Francisco, 415-649-6191, docslabsf.com. 

Dueling Pianos at Johnny Foley's: Merry musical 
sing-alongs. Wednesdays-Saturdays, 9 p.m.., free, 
duelingpianosatfoleys.com. Johnny Foley's Irish 
House, 243 O'Farrell St., San Francisco, 415-954- 
0777, johnnyfoleys.com. 

Eureka! Science Comedy Show: Eureka! is an 
interactive science comedy show where au- 
dience members and comedians win prizes 
by answering the guest scientist's questions. 
Thu., May 5, 8-9:30 p.m., $15, https://www. 
eventbrite.com/e/eureka-tickets-24907156977. 
PianoFight, 144 Taylor, San Francisco, 415-816- 
3691, pianofight.com. 

Harvey's Funny Tuesdays: Hosted by Ronn Vigh. 
Tuesdays, 9 p.m., free. Harvey's, 500 Castro, 
San Francisco, 415-431-4278, harveyssf.com. 

H#HellaHustle Showcase: Weekly comedy pre- 
sented by True Hustle Entertainment. Wednes- 
days, 7 p.m., truehustleentertainment.com. 
Brainwash Cafe & Laundromat, 1122 Folsom, 
San Francisco, 415-861-3663, brainwash.com. 

Hysteria: Comedy Open Mic for Women & 
Queers: Hosted by Irene Tu and Jessica Sele, 
with all genders welcome (but misogyny most 
definitely not). Mondays, 6 p.m. Oasis, 298 lith 
St., San Francisco, 415-985-4442, sfoasis.com. 

Inside Baseball: Not sure what kind of comedy 
to see? Inside Baseball features all kinds with 
a different lineup each week. Wed., May 11, 
10-11:30 p.m.; Wed., May 18, 10-11:30 p.m., $5, 
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Comedy Legend 


Virulo, the legendary Cuban 
humorist and singer-songwriter, 
returns to S.F for the first time in 15 
years to celebrate his new album Cuba 
si, Yanquis, que? at 7 p.m. at Mission 
Cultural Center for Latino Arts, 2868 
Mission St., S.F $25; 415-821-1155; 
missionculturalcenter.org. 


Music Fest 


"Fire and Ice," a benefit to send 
Oakland Symphony Youth Orchestra 
to Cuba, includes fire dancers, stilt 
walkers, booths, games, and live 
music including the Game of Thrones 
theme to Sibelius’ Finlandia! at 7 p.m. 
at Crucible, 1260 Seventh St., Oakland. 
$90; 510-444-0919 or 
oaklandsymphony.org. 


Arts and Culture Lecture 


“The Celts: History, Culture, 
Legend,’ a daylong exploration of 
Celtic art and literature, from the 
Bard of Erin to Thomas Moore, starts 
at 10 a.m. at Marines’ Memorial 
Theatre, 609 Sutter St., S.F. $55-80; 
415-447-0188 or humanitieswest.net. 


insidebaseballcomedy.com. Stage Werx, 446 
Valencia, San Francisco, stagewerx.org. 

Joking, Not Slurred: Every other Monday, 5 
p.m.-midnight, free. Oddjob, 1337 Mission, San 
Francisco, 415-555-1337, oddjobsf.com. 

The Layover Comedy Night: Tuesdays, 8 p.m., 
free. The Layover, 1517 Franklin, Oakland, 510- 
834-1517, oaklandlayover.com. 

Melt the Mic: Free comedy night produced by 
Griffin Daley. Mondays, 8 p.m., free, griffindaley. 
com. Melt!, 700 Columbus, San Francisco, 415- 
392-9290, melt-cafe.com. 

Milkin’ It!: Local and national comics hosted by 
Jules Posner. Second and Third Tuesday of every 
month, 8 p.m., free. Milk Bar, 1840 Haight, San 
Francisco, 415-387-6455, milksf.com. 

The Mission Position: Weekly stand-up comedy 
showcase hosted by Matt Lieb, Kate Willett, 
Jessica Sele, Richard Toomer, and Torio Van 
Grol. Thursdays, 8 p.m., $10, missionpositionlive. 
com. Lost Weekend Video, 1034 Valencia, San 
Francisco, 415-643-3373, www.lostweekend- 
video.com. 

Moe Greene: Comedy open mic hosted by Michael 
Brandon. Tuesdays, 7:30 p.m. The Basement, 
222 Hyde, San Francisco, 415-742-7222, the- 
basementsf.com. 

Monday Happy Hour Comedy: Cara Tramontano 
hosts this free monthly stand-up showcase. 
Second Monday of every month, 7 p.m., free/ 
donation, mondayhappyhourcomedy.com. The 
Royale, 800 Post, San Francisco, 415-441-4099, 
theroyalesf.com. 

Night Moves: Midnight comedy madness with hosts 
Josef Anolin and Joey Devine. Saturdays, 11:59 
p.m., $5. PianoFight, 144 Taylor, San Francisco, 
415-816-3691, pianofight.com. 

Nightlife on Mars: Free weekly comedy night 
with Nightlife on Mars (hosted by Ryan Cronin) 
plus guests. Thursdays, 8:30 p.m., free, night- 
lifeonmars.com. Murphy's Pub, 217 Kearny St., 
San Francisco, 415-693-9588. 

OMFG: Weekly comedy open mic. Tuesdays, 7 
p.m., free. OMG, 43 Sixth St., San Francisco, 
415-896-6374, clubomgsf.com. 
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Dance Sculpture 


Photo courtesy of the artist 


Maria Blaisse, the Dutch interdisciplinary artist who straddles sculpture and 
costume making, collaborates with local dancers, architects, and choreographers 
for Dance of Possibilities, starting with a procession at 12:15 p.m. at Yerba Buena 
Center for the Arts, 701 Mission St., S.F. Free; 415-978-2787 or ybca.org. 





Pamtastic’s Comedy Clubhouse: Weekly comedy 
podcast with host Pam Benjamin and a live 
audience. Fridays, 8 p.m., free, facebook.com/ 
PamtasticsComedyClubhouse. Mutiny Radio, 
2781 21st St., San Francisco, mutinyradio.fm. 

The Purple Onion at Kells: Comedy Machine: 
Weekly single-elimination comedy tournament. 
Wednesdays, 8:30 p.m., $15, purpleonionatkells. 
com. Kells Irish Restaurant & Bar, 530 Jackson, 
San Francisco, 415-955-1916, kellsirish.com. 

Real Live Comedians: Second Wednesday of every 
month, 9 p.m., $10 advance, facebook.com/ 
RealLiveComedians. PianoFight, 144 Taylor, 
San Francisco, 415-816-3691, pianofight.com. 

Rock n Roll Comedy Jam: Featuring music by 
Medicine Bug and comedy by Affirmative Action 
Heroes, plus guests. Thursdays, 8 p.m., $5-$20, 
facebook.com/medicinebug. Milk Bar, 1840 
Haight, San Francisco, 415-387-6455, milksf.com. 

The Roughhouse: Sketch comedy made the San 
Jose way. First Saturday of every month, 10:30 
p.m., $17.50-$35, roughhousecomedy.com. 
PianoFight, 144 Taylor, San Francisco, 415-816- 
3691, pianofight.com. 

Secret Improv Society: Underground improvi- 
sational theater. Fridays, Saturdays, 10 p.m., 
$17-$20, improvsociety.com. Shelton Theater, 
533 Sutter, San Francisco, 415-882-9100, shel- 
tontheater.org. 

The Setup: A stand-up comedy show in the heart 
of San Francisco that features comedians from 
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Bellydance 


“Sex Drugs and Rock ‘n Roll," a 
tribute to the kings, queens, and 
gender-benders who have paved the 
way, is presented by Dangerous 
Beauties at 8:30 p.m. at Elbo Room, 
647 Valencia St., S.E $16—-25; 415-552- 
7788 or elbo.com. 


around the country as well as local rising stars. 
Saturdays, 8-9:30 p.m., $5. The Basement, 222 
Hyde, San Francisco, 415-742-7222, thebase- 
mentsf.com. 

SF Comedy Showcase: Weekly roundup of local 
laughmakers. Sundays, 8 p.m., $12.50. Punch 
Line, 444 Battery, San Francisco, 415-397-7573, 
punchlinecomedyclub.com. 

SF Tonight!: Suffering from bad news burnout? 
Let Endgames Improv turn headlines into 
punchlines at this interactive and spontaneous 
comedy show. Saturdays, 10:30 p.m., $5, end- 
gamesimprov.com. Stage Werx, 446 Valencia, 
San Francisco, stagewerx.org. 

Shit Talk: Featuring comedians from around the 
Bay Area and special guests. Hosted by Yuri 
Kagan. Wednesdays, 7 p.m., Free. Oasis, 298 TIth 
St., San Francisco, 415-985-4442, sfoasis.com. 

The Something Something Shindig: Second Mon- 
day of every month, 8 p.m., free. Milk Bar, 1840 
Haight, San Francisco, 415-387-6455, milksf.com. 

Storking Comedy: Weekly stand-up routines fol- 
lowed by bonus interview segments. Thursdays, 
6:30 p.m., free, facebook.com/SylvanProduc- 
tions. Stork Club, 2330 Telegraph, Oakland, 
510-444-6174, storkcluboakland.com. 

Talkies: A comedy/multimedia monthly event 
produced by George Chen, Anna Seregina, Jesse 
Elias, Clare O'Kane, and Land Smith-Abbinante. 
First Friday of every month, 8 p.m., $10, talkies- 
show.tumbir.com. Lost Weekend Video, 1034 


Valencia, San Francisco, 415-643-3373, www. 
lostweekendvideo.com. 

The Tabernacle: A weekly stand-up showcase 
hosted by 3 of San Francisco's hardest work- 
ing comedians: Steve Post, Allison Mick, and 
Jim McVeigh. Each Wednesday, The Taberna- 
cle features a strong, fresh, line-up of local 
heavy-hitters, bigger names you've seen on 
TV, and other out-of-town visitors. Wednesdays, 
7-8:30 p.m., $5-$10, facebook.com/tabernaclesf. 
PianoFight, 144 Taylor, San Francisco, 415-816- 
3691, pianofight.com. 

Toomtastic Tuesdays: Comedy open mic night 
with Richard Toomer et vous. Second Tuesday 
of every month, 7 p.m., free. Brainwash Cafe & 
Laundromat, 1122 Folsom, San Francisco, 415- 
861-3663, brainwash.com. 

Troubled: With Rajeev Dhar and friends. Tuesdays, 
6:30-9 p.m., free, troubledcomedy.tumbir.com. 
Amnesia, 853 Valencia, San Francisco, 415-970- 
0012, amnesiathebar.com. 

Tuesday Night Comedy Funnies: Tuesdays, 
8 p.m., $17-$27. 142 Throckmorton Theatre, 
142 Throckmorton, Mill Valley, 415-383-9600, 
142throckmortontheatre.com. 

Where the Funny Things Are: Comedy open mic 
hosted by Christian Reyes. Thursdays, 7 p.m. 
The Basement, 222 Hyde, San Francisco, 415- 
142-7222, thebasementsf.com. 

Your Fucked Up Relationship: Endgames Improv 
makes fun of your romantic foibles for free at 
this long-running weekly comedy catharsis. 
Fridays, 10:30 p.m., free with RSVP, endgames- 
improv.com. Stage Werx, 446 Valencia, San 
Francisco, stagewerx.org. 


DANCE = 
PERFORMANCES 

Carolina Lugo's & Carolé Acufia’s Ballet Fla- 
menco: Brace yourself for sultry Spanish night 
when the floor burns with pulsating sounds of 
footwork, song, castanets, syncopated hand 
clapping and guitar for a riveting display of this 
true Spanish art form. A mother & daughter duo, 
Carolina's y Carole’s, high energy and passion 
defines a new dimension in Spanish dance tra- 
ditions Fridays, Saturdays, 8:15-10:30 p.m., $30, 
925-943-SHOW (7469), www.carolinalugo.com. 
Lesher Center for the Arts, 1601 Civic, Walnut 
Creek, lesherartscenter.org. 

Dance Series Two: Smuin Ballet concludes its 22nd 
Season with Dance Series Two featuring ‘‘Oasis"’, 
a world premiere by acclaimed choreographer 
Helen Pickett set to an original score by ‘House 
of Cards” composer Jeff Beal. The series also 
includes the highly anticipated return of JiDi 
Kylian’s “Return to a Strange Land.” Also on 
the bill is Val Caniparoli’s spirited ‘‘Tutto Ec- 
cetto il Lavandino (everything but the kitchen 
sink)."” Dance Series Two will be presented in 
San Francisco, San Mateo, Walnut Creek, and 
Carmel. Starting May 6, Fridays, 8 p.m.; Sat- 
urdays, 2 & 8 p.m.; Sundays, 2 p.m.; Thu., May 
12, 8 p.m. Continues through May 15, $24-S67, 
www.smuinballet.org. Yerba Buena Center for 
the Arts Theater, 700 Howard, San Francisco, 
415-495-6360, ybca.org. 


FREE EVENTS 


“1999”: w/ DJ Mark Andrus. Thursdays, 9 p.m., 
Free, facebook.com/1999sf. Raven, 1151 Folsom, 
San Francisco, 415-431-1151, ravenbarsf.com. 

All-Star Jam with Los Train Wreck: Second 
Tuesday of every month, 8 p.m., free. El Rio, 
3158 Mission, San Francisco, 415-282-3325, 
elriosf.com. 

Bernal Mountain Bluegrass Jam: Sundays, 4 p.m., 
free. The Lucky Horseshoe, 453 Cortland, San 
Francisco, www.theluckyhorseshoebar.com. 

Bill “Doc” Webster & Jazz Nostalgia: Saturdays, 
Sundays, 7:30 p.m., free. Jazz Bistro at Les 
Joulins, 44 Ellis, San Francisco, 415-397-5397, 
www.jazzbistrosf.com. 

Bingotopia: Show your B-I-N-G-0 face. Thursdays, 7 
p.m., free, www.theknockoutsf.com/bingotopia. 
html. The Knockout, 3223 Mission, San Francisco, 
415-550-6994, theknockoutsf.com. 

Brainstormer Pub Quiz: Trivia night. Mondays, 
8 p.m. Nickies, 466 Haight, San Francisco, 415- 
255-0300, www.nickies.com. 

Brainstormer Pub Quiz: Trivia night. Mondays, 


MONDAY 
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Theater 


ON THE ROAD AGAIN 


In 2012, The New York Times published 
a story on the “Pepsi bottle boys” of 
Mahi Par Pass, kids who earn pennies 
directing NATO convoys and cargo 
trucks around hairpin turns along one 
of the deadliest, most dizzying 
stretches of road between Jalalabad 
and Kabul. One boy, who called himself 
Traffic, had been working the highway 
since he was six, ruing the day America 
would pull out of his country, leaving 
his family’s only breadwinner with 


fewer drivers to steer away from the sheer drop. Inspired by the tale, rising play- 
wright Kevin Artigue, a fellow of the Public Theater’s prestigious Emerging Writ- 
ers Group, began The Most Dangerous Highway in the World. After three 
years of development with Golden Thread, this world premiere marks the compa- 
ny’s first production by a playwright of non-Middle Eastern descent. It is a poetic 
glimpse into the life of one ingenious young hero as he grapples with soldiers, 
memories, ghosts, and day-old fish, just a finger’s-breadth away from brushing an 
undercarriage as it flies overhead to join the pile of wreckage far below. 

The Most Dangerous Highway in the World plays at 8 p.m. at Thick House, 
1695 18th St., S.F. $24-$34; 415-746-9238 or thickhouse.org. Silke Tudor 
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8:15 p.m. Blarney Stone Bar & Restaurant, 5625 
Geary, San Francisco, 415-386-9914. 

Brainstormer Pub Quiz: Trivia night. Tuesdays, 
7:30 p.m. Long Bar and Bistro, 2298 Fillmore, San 
Francisco, 415-440-1700, www.longbarsf.com. 

Brainstormer Pub Quiz: Trivia night. Tuesdays, 
8:30 p.m. Martin Macks Restaurant and Bar, 1568 
Haight, San Francisco, 415-861-2236. 

Brainstormer Pub Quiz: Team up for fun and games 
with your hostess, Marissa. Wednesdays, 8 p.m. 
The Napper Tandy, 3200 24th St., San Francisco, 
415-550-7510, www.nappertandysf.com. 

Brainstormer Pub Quiz: Trivia contest. Wednes- 
days, 8 p.m. Bus Stop, 1901 Union, San Francisco, 
415-567-6905, www.facebook.com/BusStopBar. 

Brainstormer Trivia: Win prizes with your team 
at this classic trivia night. Wednesdays, 7:30 
p.m. Danny Coyle’s, 668 Haight, San Francisco, 
415-558-8375, www.dannycoyles.com. 

“Bubble”: Thursdays, 10 p.m., free, facebook. 
com/LowerHaightbubble. Underground SF, 
424 Haight, San Francisco, 415-864-7386, 
undergroundsf.com. 

“Built for Speed”: Thursdays, 10 p.m., free, www. 
myspace.com/rocksyourass. Delirium Cocktails, 
3139 16th St., San Francisco, 415-552-5525. 

The Castle Quiz: Free weekly trivia contest with 
cash (and beer) giveaways for the brainiest 
know-it-alls. Tuesdays, 8:30 p.m., free. Edinburgh 


L 
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Author 


Don DeLillo, recent recipient of the National 
Book Foundation’s Medal for Distinguished 
Contribution to American Letters and renowned 
author of Mao II, White Noise, and Libra, speaks 
with Rachel Kushner at 7:30 p.m. at Nourse 
Theater, 275 Hayes St., S.E $29; 415-392-4400 
or cityarts.net. 


Frances Stroh, author of Beer Money: A 
Memoir of Privilege and Loss about coming of age 
in the midst of the Stroh beer family’s decline, 
speaks with Jack Boulware at 7 p.m. at Alamo 
Drafthouse, 2550 Mission St., S.F $15; 415-549- 
5959 or drafthouse.com/sf. 


Castle, 950 Geary, San Francisco, 415-885-4074, 
thecastlesf.com. 

Charles Unger Experience: Fridays, 7:30 p.m., 
free. Jazz Bistro at Les Joulins, 44 Ellis, San 
Francisco, 415-397-5397, www.jazzbistrosf.com. 

Charles Unger Experience: Wednesdays, 7:30 p.m., 
free. Jazz Bistro at Les Joulins, 44 Ellis, San 
Francisco, 415-397-5397, www.jazzbistrosf.com. 

Charlie Siebert & Chris Siebert: Thursdays, 7:30 
p.m., free. The Royal Cuckoo, 3202 Mission, San 
Francisco, 415-550-866/, royalcuckoo.com. 

Classical Revolution: Mondays, 8 p.m., free/ 
donation, www.classicalrevolution.org. Rev- 
olution Cafe, 3248 22nd St., San Francisco, 
415-642-0474, revolutioncafesf.com. 

The Cosmo Alleycats featuring Ms. Emily Wade 
Adams: Wednesdays, 7 p.m., free. Le Colonial, 
20 Cosmo, San Francisco, 415-931-3600, www. 
lecolonialsf.com. 

DJs Carmen y Miranda: Fridays, 6 p.m., free. El 
Rio, 3158 Mission, San Francisco, 415-282-3325, 
elriosf.com. 

Open Mic Night: All forms of live entertainment 
welcome at this weekly event. One drink or food 
purchase required. Mondays, / p.m. Gallery Cafe 
Live, 587 Post, San Francisco, 415-346-6161, www. 
gallerycafelive.com. 

Gaucho, Eric Garland'’s Jazz Session, The Am- 
nesiacs: Wednesdays, 7 p.m., free. Amnesia, 
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Music 


GOOD FEELING 


In 1983 — years before MTV Un- 
plugged, and decades before the freak- 
folk explosion — a trio of young 
street-corner buskers from Milwaukee 
released their eponymously titled de- 
but. The Violent Femmes pounded 
their instruments with merciless fervor, 
channeling all the angsty nihilism, fero- 
cious yearning, psychotic paranoia, and 
unavoidable humiliation of a teenage 
existence through Gordon Gano’s na- 
scent, jittery whine and Rimbaud-like 





pen. They nailed it. (How Wendy’s thought “Blister in the Sun,” a song underscored 
by drug-addled delusion and ejaculation, would sell fast-food hamburgers is anyone’s 
guess, but it will forever evoke a time and era.) We would happily extol the many vir- 
tues of the Femmes’ follow-up, Hallowed Ground, which reflected Gano’s Baptist up- 
bringing and anticipated the rise of insurgent country music in the Rust Belt, but, 
unlike the many reunion releases plagued by middle-aged apathy and outright antipa- 
thy, We Can Do Anythingis actually worth hearing. The group’s first album in more than 
15 years is quirky, shrewd, hilarious, and refreshingly sincere in its appraisal of age-ap- 
propriate plagues: romantic baggage, monotony, memory, escapism, and an over- 
whelming desire to create after the heyday. Somehow, they make it all sound so good. 
The Violent Femmes perform at 8 p.m. on May 10 and 11, at The Fill- 
more, 1805 Geary Blvd., S.E. $39.50; 415-346-6000 or thefillmore.com. Silke 


Tudor 





853 Valencia, San Francisco, 415-970-0012, 
amnesiathebar.com. 

“Guilty Pleasures”: w/ TophZilla, Rob Metal, DJ 
Stef, Disco-D Thursdays, 9:30 p.m., free. Gestalt 
Haus, 3159 16th St., San Francisco, 415-655-9935, 
gestaltsf.com. 

“Haute”: Saturdays, 10:30 p.m., free. 5A5 Steak 
Lounge, 244 Jackson, San Francisco, 415-989- 
2539, www.5adstk.com. 

Honey: Community building group celebrating 
LBTQQ young women. Wednesdays, 4-6 p.m., 
free. LYRIC, 123-127 Collingwood, San Francisco, 
415-703-6150, www.lyric.org. 

“Jet Set": Salsa, reggaeton, and Latin hip-hop with 
resident DJ Erick Santero. Wednesdays, 9 p.m., 
free; $3. Luka's Taproom & Lounge, 2221 Broad- 
way, Oakland, 510-451-4677, lukasoakland.com. 

“Jungle Boogie”: With resident DJs Poizen, Kool 
Kyle, and Uncle Joe. Thursdays, 10 p.m., free. 
Luka’s Taproom & Lounge, 2221 Broadway, 
Oakland, 510-451-4677, lukasoakland.com. 

Karaoke Lounge: High-quality singing with no 
charge for songs or entrance. Daily, free. 
The Mint Karaoke Lounge, 1942 Market, San 
Francisco, 415-626-4726, www.themint.net. 

Karaoke Night: Tuesdays, 9 p.m., free. Blackthorn 
Tavern, 834 Irving, San Francisco, 415-564-6627, 
www.blackthornsf.com. 

Karaoke with KJ Paul: Sundays, 9 p.m., free, www. 
kjpaul.com. Dalva, 3121 16th St., San Francisco, 
415-252-7740, www.myspace.com/186529294. 

Karaoke with KJ Paul: Wednesdays, 9:30 p.m., 
free. The Chapel, 777 Valencia, San Francisco, 
415-551-5157, thechapelsf.com. 

Krazy for Karaoke: With Omar Rockriguez. Mon- 
days, 9 p.m., free, www.theknockoutsf.com/ 
karaoke.html. The Knockout, 3223 Mission, San 
Francisco, 415-550-6994, theknockoutsf.com. 


Comedy 


“Cookies, Comedy & Nerds,” a comedy 
show with host Kekoa O’Brien and Nerd 
Nation’s Dhaya Lakshminarayanan, 
promises homemade chocolate chip cookies, 
Nerds candy, and plenty of laughs at 7 p.m. at 
Brainwash Cafe, 1122 Folsom St., S.E Free; 415- 
861-3663 or brainwash.com. 


Clifford Lamb, Mel Butts, and Friends: Tuesdays, 
7:30 p.m., free. Jazz Bistro at Les Joulins, 
44 Ellis, San Francisco, 415-397-5397, www. 
jazzbistrosf.com. 

M.E.E.T.: Community building group celebrating 
GBTQQ young men. Fridays, 4-6 p.m., free. 
LYRIC, 123-127 Collingwood, San Francisco, 
415-703-6150, www.lyric.org. 


LITERARY EVENTS 


Alex Vidal Porto, at Book Passage, Ferry Bldg.: 
Armando is one of the most renowned therapists 
in Sao Paulo. When one of his patients, a 17-year- 
old boy, abruptly interrupts his course of therapy 
after a trip to New York, Armando knows he has 
finally found his path to happiness and must 
pursue it. Sergio Y. by Alexandre Vidal Porto is 
a moving story about gender, identity, and the 
search for happiness. Tue., May 10, 6-7:15 p.m., 
Free. Book Passage, 1 Ferry Building Ste. 42, San 
Francisco, 415-835-1020, bookpassage.com. 

Antonia Hayes’ “Relativity”: Antonia Hayes 
reads from her debut novel, Relativity (Gallery 
Books). Tue., May 10, 7:30-9 p.m., Free. Green 
Apple Books on the Park, 1231 Ninth Ave., San 
Francisco, 415-742-5833, greenapplebooks.com. 

Brendan Jones’ “The Alaskan Laundry’: Brendan 
Jones reads from his debut novel, The Alaskan 
Laundry. Thu., May 5, 7:30-9 p.m., Free. Green 
Apple Books on the Park, 1231 Ninth Ave., San 
Francisco, 415-742-5833, greenapplebooks.com. 

Holla Back: Long-running weekly poetry open 
mic with a hip-hop vibe. Thursdays, 8 p.m., 
free/donation. EastSide Arts Alliance, 2277 
International, Oakland, 510-533-6629, east- 
sideartsalliance.com. 

Left Coast Writers: Monthly readings by members 
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YOU ARE SO JEALOUS 


Penned by Slap Shot screenwriter 
Nancy Dowd — though she wouldn't 
admit it — 1982’s Ladies and Gen- 
tlemen, the Fabulous 

Stains starred a 15-year old Diane 
Lane and 13-year old Laura Dern as 
leaders of a low-talent punk rock band 
from small-town Pennsylvania. While 
opening for the Looters, a fictional 
British band led by a baby-faced Ray 
Winstone — with the Clash’s Paul Si- 
monon and Sex Pistols’ Steve Jones 


Where The Wild Girls Are! 


| 


and Paul Cook for good measure — the Stains rocket to stardom on their anti-con- 
formist, anti-consumerist rants and self-possessed feminine stance. A cult of 
Stains lookalikes appears, record deals are made, souls are lost, and everyone ends 
up on MTV. Considered too bitter for Paramount, the movie was shelved, ostensi- 
bly ending the film-directing career of record producer Lou Adler. But Kathleen 
Hannah said that when it finally came out on laserdisc, The Fabulous Stains was a 
big influence on Bikini Kill. Keep your eyes peeled for L.A.’s late-great Black Randy 
& the Metrosquad, and the Tubes’ Fee Waybill as the heavy metal has been. 

Ladies and Gentlemen, the Fabulous Stains at 10:30 p.m. at Alamo Draft- 
house, 2550 Mission St., S.F. $5; 415-549-5959 or drafthouse.com/sf. Silke 
Tudor 
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Border Project 


Border Cantos, an exploration of the U.S.- 
Mexico border by photographer Richard Misrach 
and composer/instrument builder Guillermo 





of the LCW literary community. Second Monday 
of every month, 6 p.m., free, leftcoastwriters. 
com. Book Passage, 1 Ferry Building Ste. 42, San 
Francisco, 415-835-1020, bookpassage.com. 

Litquake's Epicenter: Frances Stroh in Conver- 
sation with Jack Boulware: Litquake hosts 
the SF launch of Frances Stroh's debut, Beer 
Money: A Memoir of Privilege and Loss. In 
conversation with Litquake’s Jack Boulware. 
Mon., May 9, 7-8:30 p.m., $15, www.litquake. 
org/events/epicenter-frances-stroh-conver- 
sation-jack-boulware. Alamo Drafthouse, 2550 
Mission St, San Francisco, 415-549-5959, https:// 
drafthouse.com/sf/theater/new-mission. 

Lorraine Anderson & Bruce Hodge, at Book 
Passage, Ferry Bldg.: The writings in Earth & 
Eros edited by Lorraine Anderson and featuring 
photos by Bruce Hodge were chosen for their 
brevity, beauty, and potency. Readers will 
encounter works from writers such as Sherman 
Alexie, D. H. Lawrence, and Pablo Neruda. Wed., 
May 11, 6-7:30 p.m., Free. Book Passage, 1 Ferry 
Building Ste. 42, San Francisco, 415-835-1020, 
bookpassage.com. 

The Moth StorySLAM: Dan Kennedy presides 
over this monthly gathering of raconteurs at 
which 10 volunteers are randomly chosen to 
tell a five-minute tale. Second Monday of every 
month, 7 p.m., $8-$16, themoth.org. Rickshaw 
Stop, 155 Fell, San Francisco, 415-861-2011, 
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Galindo, is celebrated by its creators at 7 p.m. at 
Diesel, a Bookstore, 5433 College Ave., Oakland. 
Free; 510-653-9965 or dieselbookstore.com. 


Comic Theater 


The Complete History of Comedy 
(Abridged), a new show from Reduced 
Shakespeare Company, creators of London’s 
longest-running comedy, starts at 7:30 p.m. 
at Montalvo Arts Center, 15400 Montalvo 
Rd., Saratoga. $43-50; 408-961-5800 or 
montalvoarts.org. 


rickshawstop.com. 

Shipwreck Presents: Lewis Carroll's Alice in 
Wonderland: Welcome, Shipsters, to San Fran- 
cisco’s premier literary erotic fanfiction event. 
Six Great Writers destroy six notable characters 
from one Great Book on the first Thursday of 
every month at our home base, the Booksmith 
in San Francisco. Fics are blind-read by our 
Thespian-in-Residence, Baruch Porras-Her- 
nandez, and you choose the best ship before 
the writers are unmasked. The winner is cast 
off from polite society, and invited back the 
next month to defend their title. Thu., May 5, 
7 p.m., $10-$12. The Booksmith, 1644 Haight, 
San Francisco, 415-863-8688, booksmith.com. 

The Shout: Monthly storytelling event. Second 
Monday of every month, 7:30 p.m., $5-$20, 
theshoutstorytelling.com. Perch, 440 Grand, 
Oakland, 510-922-1507, facebook.com/per- 
chcoffee. 

Thursdays at Readers: Weekly poetry readings 
curated by Jack Hirschman. Thursdays, 6:30 
p.m., free. Readers Bookstore, Fort Mason, Bldg. 
C, San Francisco, 415-771-1076, friendssfpl.org. 


MUSEUM EXHIBITS & 
EVENTS 


Aquarium of the Bay. Otters: Watershed Ambas- 
sadors: The AOTB’s newest exhibit brings an 


MISSION DISUS 1210 Valencia Si. o Gls Oy AEE 
HAIGHT: poootialshtSt.-di set 3t12 33 
BERKELEY} ee Ua ae PO VEE ROR 


LETTERS NEWS COVER STORY 


ARTS & CULTURE EAT&DRINK MUSIC 


MAY 5-11, 2016 





27 


adorable romp of North American river otters 
to Pier 39. Daily. Embarcadero, San Francisco, 
415-623-5300, aquariumofthebay.org. 


Asian Art Museum. In a New Light: The Asian Art 


Museum Collection: More than 2,500 objects 
from the museum's permanent collection ex- 
plore the major cultures of Asia. Tuesdays-Sun- 
days. 200 Larkin, San Francisco, 415-581-3500, 
asianart.org. 


The Beat Museum. Permanent Collection: Glimpse 


into the poetic, exuberant lives of Jack Kerouac, 
Lawrence Ferlinghetti, Allen Ginsberg, Neal 
Cassady, and other Beat Generation characters 
via original manuscripts, memorabilia, letters, 
personal items, and other ephemera. Daily, 10 
a.m.-7 p.m. $5-$8. 540 Broadway, San Francisco, 
415-399-9626, thebeatmuseum.org. 


Cable Car Museum. Permanent Collection: Lo- 


cated in a historic cable car powerhouse, the 
museum displays a variety of cable car gear, 
photographs, installations explaining how the 
cars work, and several antique vehicles. Daily. 
Free. 1201 Mason, San Francisco, 415-474-1887, 
cablecarmuseum.org. 

California Academy of Sciences. Animal Attrac- 
tion: Exhibit about the wild courtship and mating 
strategies in the animal kingdom. Daily. Color 
of Life: The Academy's bright new summer 
show celebrates the chromatic diversity of 
nature with live animals, interactive displays, 
dioramas, videos, and more. Daily. Habitat 
Earth: The California Academy of Sciences’ 
newest planetarium show redefines the tradi- 
tional concept of astronomical presentation, 
turning the telescopes around and focusing on 
the greatest wonder of the universe — Earth 
itself — as it invites viewers to discover what 
it means to live in today's connected world on 
the only planet known to sustain biodiversity 
and life. Daily. Earthquake: Treat your senses to 
seismic overload in this exhibit that includes a 
walk-in Earth model illustrating plate tectonics, 
a recreation of a Victorian salon that shakes like 
two of San Francisco's most famous quakes, a 
planetarium show, interactive displays, and 
more. Daily. Penguin Feeding: Watch as the 
Academy's flightless friends are offered their 
breakfast and lunch. Daily, 10:30 a.m. & 3 p.m. 
Coral Reef Dive: Scientists dive into the Acade- 
my's live coral tank and offer live explanations of 
its denizens. Daily, 11:30 a.m. & 2:30 p.m. Sharks 
and Rays: Learn about the Reef Lagoon’s resi- 
dents. Tuesdays, Thursdays, 1:30 p.m. Ssssnake 
Encounter: Get up close and personal with some 
of the Academy's scaly, slithering inhabitants. 
Daily, 3:30 p.m. NightLife: Weekly afterhours 
party featuring dance music, drinks, scientific 
presentations, hands-on activities, and more 
for people who like to pair their intellectual 
curiosity with a cocktail. Thursdays, 6-10 p.m. 
$10-$12. calacademy.org/events/nightlife. 55 
Music Concourse, San Francisco, 415-379-8000, 
calacademy.org. 


Chinese Historical Society of America. The 


Chinese of America: Toward a More Perfect 
Union: This bilingual exhibit follows the course 
of Chinese-American immigration from the 19th 
century to today via photographs, artifacts, and 


historical narratives. Tuesdays-Saturdays. Free. 
965 Clay, San Francisco, 415-391-1188, chsa.org. 


Contemporary Jewish Museum. Hardly Strictly 


Warren Hellman: Anyone lucky enough to meet 
Warren Hellman, or see him perform at his 
signature cultural creation, Hardly Strictly 
Bluegrass, witnessed the utter joy and humanity 
that emanated from his being (and his banjo). 
The Contemporary Jewish Museum assembles 
rarely-seen videos of Hellman’s performances 
in Golden Gate Park, along with special per- 
sonal possessions like a banjo signed by star 
performers and a jacket covered with rhine- 
stones and a Star of David. Mondays, Tuesdays, 
Thursdays-Sundays. Lamp of the Covenant: Dave 
Lane, often described as ‘‘an outsider artist,” 
has repurposed 6 tons of steel into a 90-foot 
sheath of globes, light bulbs, old tools, and 
other objects that hang over the museum's 
central lobby. Like the eternal light that can be 
found in every synagogue, Lane's gigantic lamp 
can be seen as a symbol of higher connection 
— both literally and figuratively. Mondays, 
Tuesdays, Thursdays-Sundays. 736 Mission, 
San Francisco, 415-655-7800, thecjm.org. 


Exploratorium. After Dark: Leave the kids at 


home — this monthly party features adult- 
themed science programs, performances, and 
cocktails. Y'know, stuff grown-ups like. Ages 
18+ only. First Thursday of every month, 6-10 
p.m. $10-$15. Permanent Exhibits: The family 
science museum's gigantic new complex is 
split into six separate gallery sections that 
focus on human behavior, senses & perception, 
biology, the environment, and much more — all 
with the Exploratorium’s famously whimsical 
and interactive features. Tuesdays-Sundays, 10 
a.m.-5 p.m. Tactile Dome: One of the Explorato- 
rium’s earliest exhibits — a pitch-black maze 
designed to heighten one’s awareness of the 
sense of touch — reopens at the new location 
after a slight redesign. Tuesdays-Sundays. 
$12-$15 (in addition to regular museum admis- 
sion). Pier 15, San Francisco, 415-528-4444, 
exploratorium.edu. 


GLBT History Museum. Queer Past Becomes 


Present: Multipart exhibit tracing the history 
of queer youth activism, exploring lost S.F. 
“gayborhoods,” paying tribute to pioneering 
lesbian magazine The Ladder, spotlighting 
Bay Area HIV/AIDS organizations, and more. 
Mondays, Wednesdays-Sundays. 30 Years of 
Collecting Art That Tells Our Stories: Elisabeth 
Cornu curates a selection of visual art that 
recalls scenes from the heady, hot, turbulent 
days of gay life from the 1960s to the 1990s. 
Mondays, Wednesdays-Sundays. 4127 18th 
St., San Francisco, 415-621-1107, glbthistor- 
ymuseum.org. 


International Art Museum of America. Free 


Guided Museum Tour: Monthly tour of the 
[AMA's diverse exhibits and highlighted artists. 
Second Sunday of every month, 1:30 p.m. free. 
1025 Market St., San Francisco, 415-376-6344, 
iamasf.org. 


Lawrence Hall of Science. Explore New Worlds: 


At the Hall's newest experience, Explore 
New Worlds, you lead the charge into the 
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great unknown. On your visit, you are the 
engineer, the astronaut, and the adventurer. 
Launch a rocket, design planetary rovers, 
tour the universe in our Planetarium, and 
more! Wednesdays-Sundays, 10 a.m.-5 p.m. 
Continues through Sept. 4. $12 Adults; $10 
Children 3-18, Seniors 62+; Free for Members, 
children age 2 and under, UC Berkeley students 
and staff. 1 Centennial, Berkeley, 510-642-5132, 
lawrencehallofscience.org. 

Legion of Honor. The Salon Doré: Recently 
restored, this installation recreates the ex- 
travagant French Neoclassical interior of the 
Hotel de la Trémoille in Paris. Tuesdays-Sun- 
days. Bowles Porcelain Gallery: Porcelain 
from England and continental Europe. Tues- 
days-Sundays. 100 34th Ave., San Francisco, 
415-750-3600, legionofhonor.famsf.org. 

The Marine Mammal Center. Marine Science 
Sundays: Learn about oceans and the wildlife 
within during classroom presentations and 
docent-led tours of the MMC. Second and 
Fourth Sunday of every month, 10 a.m.-5 
p.m. Free. 2000 Bunker Road, Sausalito, 
marinemammalcenter.org. 

Oakland Museum of California. Bees: Tiny 
Insect, Big Impact: With bee populations de- 
clining across the nation, this family friendly 
exhibit acts as both an introduction to these 
striped insects and a wake-up call about their 
ecological importance. Wednesdays-Sundays. 
Continues through July 24. 1000 Oak, Oakland, 
510-238-2200, museumca.org. 

Randall Museum. Meet the Animals: Live presen- 
tations about the animals who live at the mu- 
seum. Saturdays, 11 a.m. Free. 199 Museum, San 
Francisco, 415-554-9600, randallmuseum.org. 

Randall Museum @ Mission Art Center. Drop-In 
Science Workshop: Each week kids and parents 
can participate in artistic activities that illumi- 
nate some aspect of science. Saturdays, 10:30 
a.m. $3-$5. Meet the Animals: Though the 
Randall's regular facilities in Corona Heights 
are temporarily closed, the animals who live 
at the museum will make weekly trips down 
to the Mission for free live presentations. 
Saturdays, 11 a.m. Free. Drop-In Art Workshop: 
Get creative with arts and crafts projects for 
children and parents alike. Saturdays, 1 p.m. 
$3-$5. 745 Treat, San Francisco, 415-554-9600, 
randallmuseum.org. 

San Francisco Maritime National Historical 
Park Visitor Center. A Walk Along the Water- 
front: Historic memorabilia, nautical artifacts, 
slide presentations, and large-scale decorative 
installations recreate the sights and sounds of 
San Francisco's bustling shipping and fishing 
industries in this free daily exhibit. Daily, 9:30 
a.m.-5 p.m. Free. 499 Jefferson, San Francisco, 
415-447-5000, nps.gov/safr. 

San Francisco Museum of Modern Art 
(SFMOMA). Picturing Modernity: Selections 
from the SFMOMA Collection: An exhibition of 
photographs from SFMOMA’s own collection 
that illustrate a wide range of photographic 
styles. Daily. 151 3rd St., San Francisco, 415- 
357-4000, www.sfmoma.org. 

Yerba Buena Center for the Arts. Lightswarm: 


This suspended window sculpture turns the 
YBCA's glass wall into a glowing parade of 
sound-sensing lights that changes with the 
movements of nearby people and things. 
Through Oct. 31. Free. Murmur Wall: Located 
by the YBCA steps at 701 Mission, this Future 
Cities Lab installation lights up as it incor- 
porates local trending search engine results 
and social media postings. Onlookers can 
offer their own contributions, which feed 
into the data stream, light up the sculpture, 
and reflect the city's volatile internet habits. 
Through May 31, 2017. Free. 701 Mission, San 
Francisco, 415-978-2787, ybca.org. 


THEATER 


Beach Blanket Babylon: Steve Silver's musical 


revue spoofs pop culture with extravagant 
costumes. Wednesdays-Sundays, $25-$130, 
beachblanketbabylon.com. Club Fugazi, 678 
Green, San Francisco, 415-421-4222, beach- 
blanketbabylon.com. 


CAGE: In Cage, Tar Gracesdottir’s shocking 


behind-the-scenes romp, a zookeeper, a 
docent, an animal behaviorist, and a mental 
health professional clash over the proper 
protocol for a conflicted anteater. Is the zoo 
conserving species or running a hospice until 
extinction? If you're looking for a “tame” 
comedy, this ain't it. The stakes are high and 
complications increase wildly until a twisted 
finale realizes your worst zoo fantasies. You'll 
never look at a lemur the same way again. 
Thursdays-Saturdays, 8-9:45 p.m.; Sundays, 
2-3:45 p.m. Continues through May 8, $25 
full/$15 students, seniors, TBA members. 
Mojo Theatre, 2940 16th St., San Francisco, 
415-830-6426, mojotheatre.com. 


Colette Uncensored: The Marsh San Francisco 


announces Colette Uncensored, the first solo 
show from acclaimed actress Lorri Holt, will 
receive its World Premiere on the Mainstage 
this March. Colette Uncensored tells the story 
of the famed and infamous French novelist’s 
passionate quest as a writer, a woman, a pio- 
neer for social change, and as a lover. Written 
by Zack Rogow and Lorri Holt, in collaboration 
with and directed by David Ford, Colette 
Uncensored presents an intimate theatre 
piece, interwoven with excerpts from the 
author's work that display Colette's gifts for 
storytelling, social commentary, and humor. 
Thursdays, Fridays, 8 p.m.; Saturdays, 5 p.m. 
Continues through May 14, $20-$30 sliding 
scale, $55-$100 reserved, themarsh.org/ 
colette_uncensored/lorri-holt/. The Marsh 
Theater, 1062 Valencia, San Francisco, 415- 
826-5750, themarsh.org. 


Elect to Laugh: 2016: The Marsh San Francisco 


presents Will Durst in a timely new hybrid 
of stand-up comedy and theater, ELECT TO 
LAUGH: 2016. Specializing in political humor 
for folks who don't like politics, Durst sweeps 
both sides of the aisle with his patented mix of 
outrage and outrageous common sense. This 
bipartisan rabble-rouser transcends party 
ties in a hilarious blend of monologues, com- 
mentary, and the occasional rant. Tuesdays, 8 


p.m. Continues through Nov. 7, $15-$35 sliding 
scale, $100 reserved, 415-282-3055, marsh@ 
themarsh.org, themarsh.org/will_durst/will- 
durst/. The Marsh Theater, 1062 Valencia, San 
Francisco, themarsh.org. 


Foodies! The Musical: A musical comedy revue of 


songs and sketches that take a humorous look 
at the current food scene. Fridays, Saturdays, 
8 p.m., $34, foodiesthemusical.com. Shelton 
Theater, 533 Sutter, San Francisco, 415-882- 
9100, sheltontheater.org. 


Grey Matter: This new solo show from Julie Katz, 


will receive its World Premiere this April. Set at 
“The Company” in San Francisco, Katz creates 
an array of hilarious and poignant characters 
including: the IT prodigy who's bored out of 
his mind, the office manager who can't catch 
a break, the dreamer in legal who longs for a 
creative life, and the deep thinker who started 
it all. When “The Company” makes a contro- 
versial decision, the employees are forced to 
examine their morals and what it means to 
show up to work every day when everything 
isn't so black and white. Thursdays, Fridays, 
8 p.m.; Saturdays, 5 p.m. Continues through 
June 4, $20-$35 sliding scale, $55-$100 
reserved. The Marsh Theater, 1062 Valencia, 
San Francisco, 415-826-5750, themarsh.org. 


The How and the Why: More than science is at 


stake when two women of different genera- 
tions clash over what it means to be female. 
On the eve of a prestigious conference, an 
up-and-coming evolutionary biologist wrestles 
for the truth with an established leader in the 
field. As the women thrash out their views, the 
struggle to find the middle ground between 
research and relationships. This intimate 
and keenly perceptive play by Sarah Treem 
(Netflix's HOUSE OF CARDS, HBO's IN TREAT- 
MENT) explores evolution and emotion, and 
the difficult choices faced by women of every 
generation. Wednesdays-Saturdays, 8-10 p.m.; 
Sundays, 2-4 p.m.; Tuesdays, Sundays, 7-9 p.m. 
Continues through May 8, $35-$45. Aurora 
Theatre Company, 2081 Addison, Berkeley, 
510-843-4822, auroratheatre.org. 


Lear's Shadow: Audiences experience King Lear 


like never before as the fool, recently unem- 
ployed, tells his side to Shakespeare’s most 
tragic, cosmic, and human of stories in this 
poignant solo performance. Saturdays, 5 p.m.; 
Thursdays, 7:30 p.m. Continues through June 
18, $25-35 sliding scale, $55-100 reserved, 
themarsh.org/learsshadow/geoff-hoyle-3/. 
The Marsh Berkeley, 2120 Allston, Berkeley, 
510-704-8291, themarsh.org. 


Monday Night Marsh: Musicians, actors, per- 


formance artists, and others take the stage 
at this regular staging of works in progress. 
Mondays, 7:30 p.m., $7. The Marsh Theater, 
1062 Valencia, San Francisco, 415-826-5750, 
themarsh.org. 


Shotz: Amios cooks up a new set of thematically 


linked one-act, five-minute plays that share 
common criteria. Second Wednesday of every 
month, 8 p.m., $10, amios.wordpress.com. 
PianoFight, 144 Taylor, San Francisco, 415-816- 
3691, pianofight.com. 


AN FRANCISCO BOTANICAL GARDEN 


ANNUAL PLANT SALE 


THE BAY AREA’S LARGEST PLANT SALE OFTHE YEAR! 
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Fifteen highlights of the expanded SFMOMA. 


By Jonathan Curiel 


With almost three times as much 
exhibit space as before, SFMOMA is now 
an art cathedral where once it was 
merely a nice church. After three years 
of expansion under Norwegian architec- 
tural firm Snghetta — which included a 
$305 million injection that transformed 
the five-story museum into a 10-story 
labyrinth, making even the upper-floor 
stairwells worth a gawk or two — San 
Francisco now has a modern art mu- 
seum that’s as outsized as can be. 

When SFMOMA reopens on 
Saturday, May 14, it will have 1,900 
artworks on display, and 19 special 
exhibitions. Everything is magnified: 
Instead of one screening room for 
art films, there are now scores. In- 
stead of one space for photographs, 
there’s now a large wing for them 
— along with room on other floors. 
And instead of one or two floors for 
paintings from heavyweights, there 
are now multiple floors, each one with 
“blockbuster” artworks that smother 
the senses. 

With so many pieces that deserve 
close attention — from eye-opening 
videos by Jim Campbell to old-school 
paintings by Cy Twombly — where to 
start? Here are 15 new destinations 
within SFMOMA that herald the mu- 
seum’s reintroduction as a fulcrum of 
the Bay Area art scene. 


Sequence by Richard Serra. Lo- 
cated in a gallery by the new Howard 
Street entrance, Sequence is Serra at his 
sculptural best — a 200-ton fig- 
ure-eight of curved, brown steel that 
art-goers can walk into and around. 
SFMOMA installed an amphithe- 
ater-style seating area in the same gal- 
lery so people can cozy up to Sequence 
the way they would a theatrical stage. 
Sequence is a kind of sculptural perfor- 
mance piece, and part of an enlarged ex- 
hibition area for those who want a free 
sample of the work within. (People 18 
and younger now have free entrance to 
the entire museum.) 


Alexander Calder and the “Living 
Wall.” On the third floor, Calder gets 
an indoor gallery where his springy 
sculptures can float in the air from the 
drafts that come in from the doors lead- 
ing into the nearby outdoor sculpture 
terrace. There, two large Calder sculp- 
tures front a living wall. With more than 
19,000 plants poking out, it’s report- 
edly the largest in the United States. 
Calder was inspired by the kinds of 
birds that will visit this horizontal gar- 
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den, which is the yin to the indoor gal- 
lery’s yang. 


Chuck Close and Andy Warhol Gal- 
leries. With much more roomat its dis- 
posal, SFMOMA emphasizes its 
collaboration with longtime patrons Do- 
ris and Donald Fisher, whose personal col- 
lection of postwar and contemporary art 
is among the world’s most extensive. The 
museum has a 100-year agreement with 
the Fisher Collection that enables 
SFMOMA to parse out whole sections of 
work, including that of Chuck Close and 
Andy Warhol. To see an arc of their output 
— from Warhol's Jackie Triptych to Close’s 
Gwynne — is to get an intimate perspec- 
tive on their careers that doesn’t emerge 
from any single work. 


Gerhard Richter and Anselm 
Kiefer. Ditto for Richter and Kiefer, the 
German artists who work in big frames 
and were two of the Fishers’ most ad- 
mired European artists. Kiefer’s Wege: 
markischer Sand (Ways: March Sand) is 
among the wall-sized paintings that 
swirls and pulsates from its position on 
the new sixth floor. 


Jim Goldberg's “Rich and Poor" 
photos. As part of its new third-floor 
Pritzker Center for Photography — 
which is the largest U.S. art museum cen- 
ter devoted to the exhibition, 
interpretation, and study of the genre — 
SFMOMA displays Goldberg’s “Rich and 
Poor” series, which profiles the lives of 
wealthy and itinerant San Franciscans in 
the 1970s and’80s. Each of the candid 
photos has the subjects’ confessional 
writing layered on top, and each is a raw 
and powerful window into the lives of 
haves and have-nots — a social splinter- 
ing that’s more relevant than ever in the 
new San Francisco. 


Nicholas Nixon's The Brown Sis- 
ters. Another iconic photography series 
gets unearthed for SFMOMAs reopening, 
and this series — Nixon’s annual photo- 
graphs of his wife and her sisters, ongoing 
for more than 40 years — is a time cap- 
sule of how loved ones age over decades. 
Having the whole series side by side is a 
chance to survey a project that’s all too 
easy to take for granted since it’s helped 
spawn so many similar photo projects. 


Diane Arbus. SFMOMA has long cham- 
pioned Arbus, including with the 2003 
“Revelations” exhibit that traveled around 
the world. Now, Arbus gets her own gal- 
lery on the fourth floor, and it features 
some of the last images that Arbus made 
before her 1971 suicide. These photos of 





California and the West: Photography from the Campaign for Art. 


the physically and intellectually disabled 
are vintage Arbus: beautiful, troubling, 
provocative. 


Dennis Adams' Patricia Hearst: A 
thru Z. Adams, who filters recent his- 
tory through the lens of photographic 
and cinematic assemblage, chooses the 
newspaper heiress Patty Hearst for this 
surreal retrospective of her time as a kid- 
nap victim-turned-bank robber. The 
screenprints that Adams has assembled 
in this giant collage are an alphabetic 
road map of Hearst’s transition from in- 
nocent teenager to wanted criminal. 


Passage by Shirin Neshat. On view 
in its own sixth-floor screening room, 
Passage is the Iranian-born filmmaker’s 
stunning 11-minute film of a funeral pro- 
cession with three parallel views: women 
in shrouds digging into the earth, men in 
black carrying a body, and a girl playing 
outside. With music by Phillip Glass, the 
film feels like a journey into a physical 
and spiritual realm that has no equal. 


“Typeface to Interface.” Everything 
from 1960s rock posters to early Apple 
computers gets scrutinized in this graph- 
ic-design exhibit on the new sixth floor. 
With 250 works on display, SFMOMA fi- 
nally devotes serious space to graphic de- 
sign, whose history has been formulated 
over and over in the Bay Area. 


“Film as Place.” SFMOMAs exhibit of 
art films brings together the work of five 
people who explore physical space with 
an intense intellectual rigor. Among 
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them: Beryl Korot’s 1974 work Dachau, a 
four-monitor piece that visits the former 
Nazi concentration camp and juxtaposes 
tourist sights and sounds with Dachau’s 
weight of history; and Jananne Al-Ani’s 
Shadow Sites II, which zeroes in on Middle 
Eastern terrain from above, going from 
abstraction to eye level in a way that 
makes the landscape (and our emotions) 
come beautifully alive. 


Nicole Miller's Cornel West video. In 
2011, Miller made a video featuring aca- 
demic Cornel West talking brilliantly 
about the connections among birth, poli- 
tics, funk music, and other matters ina 
way that only Cornel West can — and 
from the back of a moving car. Ina kind of 
desktop orbit, Miller’s untitled work loops 
internet tabs related to West’s oration. 
SFMOMA acquired this untitled piece in 
2014, and its display on the seventh floor 
lets West’s voice boom out from the mael- 
strom of other art on that level. (The 
video is part of the museum’s “Campaign 
for Art,’ which brings thousands of new 
works to SFMOMA in the fields of media 
arts, photography, painting, sculpture, 
and architecture and design.) 


Ellsworth Kelly and Agnes Martin 
galleries. Kelly and Martin also (thank- 
fully) get their own galleries on the fourth 
floor, and that means more room to medi- 
tate on Kelly’s celebrated color spectrums 
and on Martin’s muted, abstracted tones. 
The galleries are adjacent, connecting the 
work of friends who first met in post- 
World War II New York but then went 
their separate ways. 


Joe Fletcher, courtesy SEMOMA 


Edward Hopper’s Intermission. 
SFMOMA bought this painting of isolation 
and contemplation just before the muse- 
um’s 2013 closing, but it’s now part of the 
revamped second-floor collection that also 
houses “Art of Northern California: Three 
Views, which showcases a work that’s 
Hopper’s antithesis: Robert Arneson’s Cali- 
fornia Artist, a sculpture that celebrates the 
joy of being alive and iconoclastic. 


The building itself. Outside, SFMOMA 
now has a cocoon of sinewy white wrap — 
the 10-story extension that emanates from 
the 1995 building that Mario Botta made 
of distinctive bricks. Inside, the new design 
by the architectural film Snghetta both 
complements Botta’s original ideas and su- 
persedes them. Gone, for example, is the 
grand interior staircase that greeted visi- 
tors from the Third Street side, replaced by 
a less formidable stairwell that takes visi- 
tors to the expanded second floor. There, 
the wide expanse welcomes visitors like the 
interior of New York’s Grand Central Sta- 
tion: In every direction are passageways to 
environs that are entirely enticing. The 
museum’s map is recommended. So is the 
adequate amount of time. Where the old 
SFMOMA could be properly seen in a few 
hours, the new SFMOMA requires the 
better part of an entire day, and even that 
won't be enough — not nearly enough — 
for the most intrepid art-goers. 


SEMOMA, 

151 Third St, 

Reopens with aribbon-cutting on 
Saturday, May 14, 8:30 a.m. 
415-357-4000 or sfmoma.org 
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What you need to 
know about YOUR 


DIVORCE OPTIONS 


Divorce Options is a 3 hour 
educational workshop offered 
monthly, equally appropriate if you 
are married or a state registered 
domestic partner, and whether you 
have children or not. 


Divorce Options is presented on 
the first Saturday of each month and 
once a quarter on Tuesday evenings 
by a panel of collaboratively trained 
attorneys, financial professionals 
and mental health professionals, 
who are members of: 


Collaborative Practice 
San Francisco. 


SATURDAY, MAY 7, 9:30AM-12:30PM 
SATURDAY JUNE 4, 9:30AM-12:30PM 


Special $10 Discount Per Person if 
you Pre-Register on Eventbrite 


@Jewish Community Center (JCC) 
3200 California Street (at Presidio) 


San Francisco * $45 per person 


Ab th tie ai 


www.cp-sf.com 
DivorceOptionsSF@gmail.com 
www.DivorceOptionsInfo.org 











MODELS WANTED 


$10 
MEN'S CUTS 


INTERESTED? 
CALL: 415 397 6542 


Please allow up to 3 hours for your appointment. 
Present this voucher on the day of your appointment. 
We require 24 hours notice for cancellations. 

Not valid at Sassoon Salon locations. 


359 Sutter Street, 
San Francisco, CA 94108 


SASSOON 


ACADEMY 
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KNOW YOUR STREET ART 


Donald Trump 
Sticker 


California’s Democratic and 
Republican primaries are June 7, but 
in the aftermath of Trump’s messy ap- 
pearances throughout the state last 
week, voter allegiances are already visi- 
ble across San Francisco. Outside of a 
portable toilet on a Haight-Ashbury 
sidewalk, someone has posted a Don- 
ald Trump sticker that reflects a wide- 
spread feeling here of the presidential 
candidate: He’s worse than shit. In 
fact, Trump’s life revolves around urine 
and feces, according to the sticker, 
which uses Trump’s visage over his 
catchphrase, “Boom.” 

Someone — either the original 
sticker artist, or a passerby who 
recognized a golden opportunity — 
drew male genitalia on Trump’s face. 
(if Trump knew of the sticker, he 
would likely go ballistic.) Its appear- 
ance coincides with a controversial 
nude painting of Trump with a small 
penis, Make America Great Again, by 
the Los Angeles artist IIlma Gore, 
which U.S. art galleries refused to ex- 
hibit (although London’s well-known 
Maddox Gallery displayed it last 
month to huge crowds). An anony- 
mous litigant threatened Gore with a 
lawsuit, and others reportedly issued 
death threats against the artist. The 
controversy spiked the value of her 
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anti-Trump piece, which Maddox 
Gallery said was worth $1 million. 

In March, Trump’s manhood be- 
came — much to the chagrin of polit- 
ical purists — a public topic while he 
debated Marco Rubio. On her web- 
site, Gore says her artwork critiques 
both Trump and society’s fixation on 
people’s physiques. “Simply put, you 
can be a massive prick, despite what 
is in your pants,” says Gore, who 
writes that she created the work “to 
evoke a reaction from its audience, 
good or bad, about the significance 
we place on our physical selves. One 
should not feel emasculated by their 
penis size or vagina, as it does not 
define who you are. Your genitals do 
not define your gender, your power, 
or your status.” 

The Trump sticker at 635 Ashbury 
doesn’t come with Gore’s same quali- 
fications. And its anonymous nature 
leaves it open to artistic interpreta- 
tion. No crowds queue around the 
toilet to get a glimpse of the artwork, 
and its value may not exceed even 
$1. But it has this in common with 
Gore’s Make America Great Again: It is 
a searing commentary about Trump 
and the times we live in. Almost 
50 years ago, during the Summer 
of Love, this Ashbury address was 
known for the building that Janis 
Joplin lived in. The Grateful Dead 
lived a block away. Their art, earnest 
and raw, drew people together. The 
Trump sticker art does the opposite, 
cementing divisions that exist at the 
basest level. — JC 
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FROM ALLSTATE TO STATE GOVERNMENT 


Capitol Records 


The first time I worked in an 
office was for Allstate Insurance as a 
glorified receptionist. I hated the stuffy 
work environment, the soft-rock radio, 
and especially the fact that my boss 
wouldn’t allow me to put a photo of my 
girlfriend on my desk. I knew it wasn’t 
the right fit, so | eventually quit and 
found my way to the sex industry. 

As soon as I put on six-inch heels 
and made money naked, I knew that 
it was for me. I never intended to 
leave the industry because it has al- 
ways felt like home. The friendships 
and community I forged while doing 
sex work are the truest and fiercest I 
have ever known. But I have also seen 
what a scarlet letter people can inher- 
it once they cross the threshold into 
adult-oriented commerce. I’ve met 
people who have been disowned by 
their families, fired from their jobs, 
and even had their children taken 
away because of their current or for- 
mer adult-industry careers. 

For five years now, I have been 
a full-time freelancer living 
the millennial dream 
of making my own 
schedule and 
working from 
anywhere as a 
writer, media 
maker, and 
sex worker. 
It’s been a 
life of lin- 
gerie, latex, 
and lounge- 
wear — but 
last week all 
that changed. 
I found myself 
sitting in an office 
again, wearing a busi- 
ness-casual blazer, sipping 
Keurig brewed coffee, and frantically 
searching through my computer for a 
photo of myself where I’m not naked 
or making a face that says, “I bet you 
have a naughty secret.” 

On April 25, I was appointed the 
director of policy and industry rela- 
tions at the Free Speech Coalition, 
the adult film industry’s trade asso- 
ciation. As it turns 25 this year, the 
organization is preparing for what 
might be its biggest fight yet: an an- 
ti-adult-film ballot initiative that, if 
passed, could mean the loss of thou- 
sands of jobs and millions of dollars 
in tax revenue for California, and 
almost certainly the end of the state’s 
adult industry. 

It will be an uphill battle to edu- 
cate voters and sway public opinion 
to oppose the initiative — should it 
land on the November ballot — so 
my first day in the office was more 
than a little intimidating. But it’s not 
the workload that’s got me — it’s the 
culture shock. 
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I’ve heard that transitioning out 
of the sex industry is difficult for a 
variety of reasons, from accounting 
for a gap in employment history 
to discrimination and outright ha- 
rassment. Even from my privileged 
position of landing a non-sex-work 
job where experience in the adult 
industry career is an asset instead 
of a liability, I have found myself 
confronting the occasional crisis that 
reignites my own insecurities about 
my worth. Not being able to find a 
single “safe for work” photo of myself 
for the press release announcing my 
new position made my ears hot with 
embarrassment. What if I can’t do 
this?, I thought. 

Although I have actively worked 
to combat the stigma associated with 
sex work, reinforced by its criminal- 
ization, that hasn’t made me immune 
to its power. Fortunately, the Free 

Speech Coalition is a 
far cry from the 
oppressive office 
environment 

of Allstate In- 
surance — the 
coalition office 
is more like a 
business-casual 
Batcave. 
My first 
week included 
a road trip 
to the Cali- 
fornia GOP 
Convention 
in Burlingame 
that resulted in 
the party choosing 
to oppose the adult 
* film state ballot initia- 
tive — a huge step forward 
in the campaign. Next week, I'll 
be lobbying at the state capitol, and 
the following week I'll be fundraising 
at an adult film convention. 

I’m still The Whore Next Door, and 
don't plan on fully retiring from sex 
work, either. (I have two shoots and 
a sexuality workshop already in the 
books for next month.) But now from 
nine-to-five, ’ll be dueling head on 
with forces that seek to destroy the 
adult industry and the careers of the 
people in it from an office instead of 
from my apartment. 

Incidentally, the office came with a 
framed photo of six scantily clad porn 
stars posing with the American flag, 
so imagine that photos of same-sex 
partners won't be considered “inap- 
propriate.” 

And though I will be spending less 
time making money naked, I haven't 
left the industry. In a way, I’m more a 
part of it than ever before. 














TheWhoreCast@gmail.com 
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FILM REVIEWS 





Neon Bull 


Not rated. Opens Friday at 

the Roxie Theater. 

What animal are you? Many would 
argue that the only real differences 
between humans and beasts are our 
opposable thumbs and our sense of 
shame, and Gabriel Mascaro’s alter- 
nately dusty and lurid Neon Bull falls 
into that camp. It looks ata makeshift 
family who work for a traveling rodeo 
in northeastern Brazil, including 
Iremar (Juliano Cazarré), an expert 
bull-handler whose true passion is 
fashion design; Zé (Carlos Pessoa), a 
portly fellow bull-handler who’s very 
protective of his wank mags; comely 
truck driver Galega (Maeve Jinkings), 
who often does sexy dances wearing 
Iremar’s designs as well as a horsehead 
mask and hooves; and Galega’s young 
daughter Caca (Alyne Santana), who 
feels neglected by her mother and 
suffers an unconscionable amount 

of casual abuse. Neon Bullis David 
Cronenberg’s Crash set in the world of 
Brazilian rodeo — not just in the way 
that both the bipeds and the cattle live 
in cramped conditions, but also the 
sheer amount of sex and nudity that 
occur in very close proximity to the 
animals. Granted, it’s less bestial than 
zoophilic; nobody fucks a bull any more 
than they fucked a car in Crash, and 
the camera pans away from the horse’s 
erect penis before it ejaculates during 
the semen-stealing caper, so your pre- 
cious humanity is protected. 


Sherilyn Connelly 


Dragon Inn 
Not rated. Opens Friday at 
the Opera Plaza Cinema. 
Hailing from a time when movies often 
had titles more than two words long, 
King Hu’s 1967 wuxia classic Dragon 
Inn — more commonly known 
as Dragon Gate Inn — has been givena 
4K remastering. If the story is familiar, 
it’s only because it’s been used in centu- 
ries of Chinese fiction beforehand and 
countless movies since. During the 
eventful Ming dynasty, powerful eu- 
nuch Cao (Bai Ying) is seeking to de- 
stroy the family of a minister, who take 
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refuge at the Dragon Gate Inn, where 
badass swordsman Xiao (Shi Jun) and 
even badder-ass swordswoman Miss 
Chu (Shang Kuan Ling-Feng) take on 
Cao’s forces. The gravity-defying stunt 
work so associated with the genre is ac- 
complished through judicious editing, 
but otherwise, Dragon [Gate] Inn lets its 
swordplay breathe in long takes that 
are as much about the opponents sizing 
each other up as attacking. Fast-paced 
it is not, and an irony of this unques- 
tionably important film getting a digi- 
tal scrubbing is that it often looks as 
though it could have been filmed in 
some scrubby part of Southern Califor- 
nia. But that adds to the low-even-for- 
1967-budget charm, as does the echo-y 
post-production dialogue and burbly 
analogue synth that kicks in during fi- 
nal battle. Dragon [Gate] Inn has per- 
haps been improved upon technically, 
but the original still deserves alook. SC 


Phantom of the Theatre 
Not rated. Opens Friday at the AMC 
Van Ness 14. 


a’ rane ; 


With all due respect to A Haunting in 
Cawdor, Raymond Yip’s Phantom of the 
Theatre is how you do a movie about 
foolhardy showbiz folks encountering 
spookiness in a haunted theatre — at 
least for the first two acts. In 1930s 
China, director Wei Bang (Tony Yo-ning 
Yang) is determined to film a horror 
movie starring lovely but mercurial ac- 
tress Si Fan (Ruby Lin) in a dilapidated 
theater in which an acrobat troupe 
burned alive 13 years prior, and which 
everyone knows to be haunted (some- 
thing that’s confirmed when ghosts 
start causing people to spontaneously 
combust). As though a horror movie 
about the filming of a horror movie 
about ghosts in a theater known to be 
haunted with ghosts isn’t self-referen- 
tial enough, one character also points 
out that the State’s censorship laws 
state that films “cannot promote super- 
stitions and aberrations.” That law, 
which is still on the books, might ex- 
plain why Phantom of the Theatre starts 
off as a high-energy ghost story but de- 
volves into a more mundane revenge 
narrative, complete with a disappoint- 
ingly non-supernatural reason for all 
the deaths and a dollop of sentimental- 
ity. But Phantom of the Theatre is stilla 
fast-paced and agreeably silly horror 
movie and showbiz satire for the most 
part, even if it pulls its punches at the 


end. SC 


Viva 
Rated R. Opens Friday 
at Embarcadero Center Cinema. 
If the logline “young hairdresser in Ha- 
vana dreams of becoming a drag per- 
former” sounds like a movie that was 
made during the queer film renaissance 
of the 1990s, that’s because Paddy 
Breathnach’s Viva hits many familiar 
beats. Jesus (Héctor Medina) works as 
a hairdresser for clients and at a drag 
club where he does indeed hope to be- 
come a professional female imperson- 
ator as well — because it’s who he is, 
and because one of his only other op- 
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tions is sex work. His already precari- 
ous life is thrown into disarray with the 
sudden return of his vanished father 
Angel (Jorge Perugorria), a former 
boxer, chronic drunk, and all-around 
boor who would rather his son sleep 
with men for money than wear a dress. 
To Viva’s credit, it doesn’t waste any 
time getting to the main conflict; Angel 
knows from the start that his son is 
queer. But except for the character of 





maternal club owner Mama (Luis Al- 
berto Garcia), the drag aspect never re- 
ally feels like it has a point other than 
as something for Angel to push against 
beyond his son just not being a macho 
asshole like himself —and to occasion- 
ally shock the straights, including an 
early full-frontal peen 

shot. Viva doesn’t say anything new, 
but what it says isn’t bad, either. SC 
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LANDMARK THEATRES 
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FILM LISTINGS 


FILM SHOWTIMES 


4-Star Theatre. April and the Extraordinary 


World: Accompanied by her talking cat 
(Philippe Katerine), a teen (Marion Cotillard) 
embarks on a quest to find her missing 
parents in 1941 Paris. Daily. Marguerite: 
In 1921 Paris, a wealthy woman with a 
sincere passion for music—but no vocal 
talent—trains for her first recital in front of 
a crowd of strangers. Daily. 2200 Clement, 
San Francisco, 415-666-3488, Intsf.com/4- 
star-theatre.html. 


Alamo Drafthouse. Green Room: Members 


(Anton Yelchin, Alia Shawkat) of a punk-rock 
band and a tough young woman (Imogen 
Poots) battle murderous white suprema- 
cists at a remote Oregon roadhouse. Daily. 
Belladonna of Sadness: A peasant woman 
is banished from her village and makes a 
deal with the devil to gain magical powers. 
May 6-12. 2550 Mission St, San Francisco, 
415-549-5959, https://drafthouse.com/sf/ 
theater/new-mission. 


AMC Metreon 16. Captain America: Civil War: 


Steve Rogers leads the newly formed team 
of Avengers in their continued efforts to 
safeguard humanity. But after another 
incident involving the Avengers results in 
collateral damage, political pressure mounts 
to install a system of accountability, headed 
by a governing body to oversee and direct 
the team. The new status quo fractures 
the Avengers, resulting in two camps--one 
led by Steve Rogers and his desire for the 
Avengers to remain free to defend humanity 
without government interference, and the 
other following Tony Stark's surprising 
decision to support government oversight 
and accountability. Daily. 101 Fourth St., San 
Francisco, 415-369-6207, amctheatres.com/ 
movie-theatres/amc-metreon-16. 


Artists’ Television Access. Other Cinema: 


An ongoing series of experimental cinema. 
Saturdays, 8:30 p.m. $7. 992 Valencia, San 
Francisco, 415-824-3890, atasite.org. 
Balboa Theatre. Midnight Special: The govern- 
ment and a group of religious extremists 
pursue a man (Michael Shannon) and his 
son (Jaeden Lieberher), a young boy who 
possesses special powers. Through May 5. 
Popcorn Palace: Every Saturday at 10 a.m. $10 
gets ticket plus popcorn and drink! Satur- 
days, 10 a.m. 3630 Balboa, San Francisco, 
415-221-2184, balboamovies.com. 

Castro Theatre. Grease Sing-a-long: Watch the 
blockbuster movie musical complete with 
tricked-out subtitles so that the whole 
audience can sing along to “Hopelessly 
Devoted to You,” “You're the One That | 
Want,” “Summer Nights,” all of them! In 
addition to belting out the tunes, goody 
bags will be handed out to everyone and 
audience members can add to the fun by 
dressing up as a favorite character for the 
costume contest. Fri., May 6, 7 p.m.; Sat., 
May 7, 2:30 & 7 p.m.; Sun., May 8, 2:30 & 
7 p.m. $11-$16. 429 Castro, San Francisco, 
415-621-6120, castrotheatre.com. 

Clay Theatre. Valley of the Dolls: Three am- 
bitious young women enter the world of 
show business and discover how easy it 
is to sink into a celebrity nightmare of 
ego, alcohol and pills. Fri., May 6, 11:55 
p.m.; Sat., May 7, 11:55 p.m. The Man Who 
Knew Infinity: A mathematical genius from 
India overcomes racism and the rigidity of 
academia to revolutionize the field with 
startlingly original theorems. Daily. 2261 
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Fillmore, San Francisco, 415-267-4893, 
www.landmarktheatres.com/san-francisco/ 
clay-theatre. 


Embarcadero Center Cinema. /he First Monday 


in May: Documentary on the creation of 
The Metropolitan Museum of Art's most 
attended fashion exhibition in history: 
“China: Through The Looking Glass.” Daily. 
Miles Ahead: In the 1970s, down-and-out 
jazz trumpeter Miles Davis (Don Cheadle) 
tries to recover his new session tape from 
music producers. Daily. Eye In The Sky: Com- 
plications arise when a lieutenant general 
(Alan Rickman) and a colonel (Helen Mirren) 
order a drone missile strike to take out a 
group of terrorists in Nairobi, Kenya. Daily. 
Hello, My Name Is Doris: With help from her 
best friend's (Tyne Daly) granddaughter 
(Isabella Acres), a smitten woman (Sally 
Field) concocts schemes to get the attention 
of a younger co-worker (Max Greenfield) 
in her office. Daily. Dough: Comedy about 
a Struggling Jewish baker whose business 
rebounds after his young Muslim apprentice 
accidentally drops marijuana into the mixing 
dough. Daily. Rio, | Love You: The natural 
beauty of Rio de Janeiro is celebrated in 
this anthology of love stories created by ten 
visionary directors from across the globe. 
Daily. 1 Embarcadero Center, San Francisco, 
415-267-4893, www.landmarktheatres.com/ 
san-francisco/embarcadero-center-cinema. 


Exploratorium. Saturday Cinema: Weekly 


thematic film screenings presented in the 
Kanbar Forum by the Exploratorium’s Cinema 
Arts program. Saturdays. Free with museum 
admission. Pier 15, San Francisco, 415-528- 
4444, exploratorium.edu. 


The Knockout. Cyberpunk Cinema: Thrillhouse 


Records presents a classic sci-fi flick every 
month, preceded by an episode of Cowboy 
Bebop. Second Monday of every month, 6:30 
p.m. Free. cyberpunkcinema.tumbir.com. 
3223 Mission, San Francisco, 415-550-6994, 
theknockoutsf.com. 


Oddball Films. A// That Jazz: Jazz Cartoons 


and Shorts: A 16mm cinematic screening 
swinging with a heady and hip sound called 
Jazz. The evening features antique musical 
shorts with tons of jazz greats like Maurice 
Rocco, Duke Ellington, Lester Young, Fats 
Waller, Cab Calloway and Ivie Anderson as 
well as a handful of animated films that 
feature jazz soundtracks and influence from 
Norman McLaren, John and Faith Hubley 
and Betty Boop! Thu., May 5, 8-10 p.m. $10. 
Totally Strange 80's - Sex, Spandex, and Roller 
Skates: This bizarre and over-the-top evening 
features the oddest shorts of the 1980s, 
a decade known for its over-indulgence, 
bright colors, big hair, spandex and roller 
skates...roller skates! Films include Fast 
Food: What’s in it for You?, Bellybuttons 
are Navels, Your Face, Calendar:How to Use 
It, Learning about Computers, Lice are not 
Nice, Roller Skate Safety, & more! Fri., May 
6, 8-10 p.m. $10. 275 Capp, San Francisco, 
415-558-8112, oddballfilms.blogspot.com. 


Opera Plaza Cinema. L’Attesa: A mother 


(Juliette Binoche) and her son's girlfriend 
(Lou de Ladge) are drawn closer than 
either imagined, despite secrets they're 
harboring. Starting May 6. Daily. Francofo- 
nia: Alexander Sokurov’s stunning, deeply 
thoughtful and vitally relevant reflection 
on the essential relationship between art, 
culture and history. Daily. Dragon Inn: King 
Hu’s legendary and tremendously influential 
martial arts masterpiece returns in a new, 
beautifully restored 4K digital transfer. 
Starting May 6. Daily. Vaxxed: From Cover-Up 
to Catastrophe: Examines potential causal 
relationship between the MMR vaccine and 
autism. Starting May 6. Daily. 601 Van Ness, 
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San Francisco, 415-267-4893, www.land- 
marktheatres.com/market/SanFrancisco/ 
OperaPlazaCinema.htm. 


Presidio Theatre. The Jungle Book: Raised 


by a family of wolves since birth, Mowgli 
(Neel Sethi) must leave the only home he’s 
ever known when the fearsome tiger Shere 
Khan (Idris Elba) unleashes his mighty roar. 
Guided by a no-nonsense panther (Ben 
Kingsley) and a free-spirited bear (Bill 
Murray), the young boy meets an array of 
jungle animals, including a slithery python 
and a smooth-talking ape. Along the way, 
Mowgli learns valuable life lessons as his 
epic journey of self-discovery leads to fun 
and adventure. Daily. A Hologram for the King: 
A beautiful doctor (Sarita Choudhury) anda 
wise-cracking taxi driver (Alexander Black) 
help an American businessman (Tom Hanks) 
who's trying to close the deal of a lifetime 
in Saudi Arabia. Daily. 2340 Chestnut, San 
Francisco, 415-776-2388, Intsf.com. 


Roxie Theater. Valley of Love: A man (Gé- 


rard Depardieu) and his ex-wife (Isabelle 
Huppert) reunite in Death Valley, Calif., 
after they both receive a letter from their 
dead son. Through May 5. Neon Bull: Wild, 
sensual and utterly transporting, Brazilian 
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writer-director Gabriel Mascaro’s second 
fiction feature unfolds within the world 
of the vaquejada, a traditional exhibition 
sport in which cowboys try to pull bulls to 
the ground by their tails. Neon Bull explores 
the vaquejada through the eyes of Iremar, 
a handsome cowboy who works the events. 
While he’s not afraid to get his hands dirty, 
lremar's real dream is to design exotic 
outfits for dancers. May 6-12. 3117 16th St., 
San Francisco, 415-863-1087, roxie.com. 


Sundance Kabuki 8 Cinema. Papa Hemingway 


in Cuba: In1959, a young journalist (Giovanni 
Ribisi) travels to Havana to meet writer 
Ernest Hemingway (Adrian Sparks) during 
the Cuban Revolution. Daily. Sing Street: In 
1985, a Dublin teenager (Ferdia Walsh-Peelo) 
forms a rock ‘n’ roll band to win the heart 
of an aspiring model (Lucy Boynton). Daily. 
1881 Post St., San Francisco, 415-931-9800, 
www.sundancecinemas.com/kabuki.html. 


Temescal Arts Center. Shapeshifters Cinema: 


Free monthly film series featuring exper- 
imental image manipulators and ambient 
sound shamans. Second Sunday of every 
month, 8 p.m. Free. shapeshifterscinema. 
com. 511 48th St., Oakland, 510-923-1074, 
temescalartscenter.org. 


Christopher Walken 


“FUNNY, TOUCHING AND VITAL!” 
Peter Travers, Rofling Stone. 


Family Fang 


S40 


Screenplay by eal (es Pee 
bE 


© 2015 LOCO PARENTIS, LLC. ALL RIGHTS RESERVED. 


Directed by Jason Bateman 
see y te 2) lesson files STARZ 


EXCLUSIVE ENGAGEMENTS START FRIDAY, MAY 6 


SAN FRANCISCO Sundance Kabuki Cinemas (415) 929-4650 


EAST BAY Berkeley - Rialto Cinemas Elmwood 
MARIN COUNTY 
San Rafael 
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Santa Rosa - Summerfield Cinemas 
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EAT & DRINK MUSIC 


The Jungle Book 


‘AREMARKABLE, 
STARTLINGLY 
BEAUTIFUL MOVIE. 


The cast is absolutely superb.” 
Joe Morgenstern, THE WALL STREET JOURNAL 


“EXHILARATING. 


So much heart that you surrender to its charm.” 
Stephen Holden, THE NEW YORK TIMES 


ey) 


Havana's trapped-in-time beauty 


also plays a starring role.” 
Leah Greenblatt, ENTERTAINMENT WEEKLY 


“THIS ONE'S A GEM. 


Deeply affecting and beautifully acted.” 


Alynda Wheat, PEOPLE 


V VA 


FIND YOUR VOICE 
7 OFFAL SELECTION é BY 


TELLURIDE 


FILM FESTIVAL 
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Embarcadero Center 


One Embarcadero Center « (415) 352-0835 
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4, “Classic pizza 
is done right 
at Long Bridge 


in Dogpatch” 
-SF Examiner ; 
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\ *y 
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AT&T Park 


Pa a 
aT 


Potrero Hill | 
ale Dogpatch 
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25647 5rd Street 


415.829.8999 


LongBridgePizza.com 


Mon-Fri: 11am-3pm & 5-9pm 
Sat: 12-9pm 











PRENCH+BISTRO 


Traditional french cuisine 
in the heart of SoMa! 





Comme Chez Nous 
as you are at our home! 





BRUNCH, LUNCH 
EARLY BIRD PRIX-FIXE 





315 5TH STREET 
415-546-6128 
MATHILDESF.COM 
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Te WORTHY COMMITMENT 


The World Beyond Pad Thai 


A difficult-to-categorize but nonetheless enjoyable Thai restaurant opens in difficult-to-categorize part of SoMa. 


By Peter Lawrence Kane 


Apart from raw heat, the defin- 
ing characteristics of Thai cuisine are, 
arguably, citrusy brightness, color, and 
rice-noodle dishes. “Defining,” that is, if 
your understanding of Thai gastronomy 
is monolithic and uniform, homogenized 
as a sort of negotiation undertaken 
during the cuisine’s entry into America’s 
culinary landscape a quarter-century or 
so ago, and now a bit frozen in place. 

At Saap Ver, which has been open 
near Zynga’s headquarters for a few 
months, there’s a concerted effort to 
undo this state of affairs. “Saap Ver” 
means “over-the-top delicious,” in Thai, 
and while both keywords are equally 
germane, they don’t necessarily march 
in lockstep. Much of what Chef Nut- 
nawat Aukcarapasutanun churns out 
is delicious, but on some of the riskier 
dishes, “over-the-top” is the better 
descriptor. 

Easy, comforting things like salted 
wings ($8) are impossible to quibble 
with. These babies might be small, 
but they’re as addictive as the salt- 
and-pepper wings at House of Xian 
Dumpling in Chinatown. Ditto for 
sweet-and-sour tamarind ($14). A 
minced pork larb ($10), probably the 
single greatest type of salad human- 
kind has ever devised, was beyond re- 
proach, as was the pork spare rib soup 
($14) and the five-spice pig leg ($12). 
And classics with the more elaborate 
ingredient lists Thai cooking is noto- 
rious for — say, the papaya salad with 
rice-field salted crab, cherry tomatoes, 
green beans, and fermented fish sauce 
($20) — are also over-the-top delicious 
musts. 

Other things lacked balance: A well- 
cooked, fatty-on-crispy pork belly with 
green beans was way off-center in the 
meat-to-vegetable ratio, making for 
a conspicuous carnivorous outlier in 
Saap Ver’s pork parade. 

It’s always disappointing when the 
intended big plate is the weak link, and 
the spicy shrimp paste dip with Sia- 
mese sardine ($25) was something of a 
head-scratcher. Essentially an eggplant 
tempura crudité platter with fried fish, 
it was hard to determine what the hub 
was. The individual components are 
solid, but you definitely do not need 
to dip the already-flavorful sardines 
in the even-more-intense sauce. I also 
couldn’t escape a sort of river-bottom 
quality, an earthy feeling that reached 
for umami but got mired in murk — 
something that afflicted the pad see ew 
beef ($12) at lunchtime, too. “This is 


Spicy Shrimp Paste Dip 
with Siamese Sardine 


commitment,” my dinner companion 
said (right before asking me if I was 
going to eat my fish’s eyes). Was it a 
peasant dish from some rural province 
heretofore unknown to my unwittingly 
Bangkok-centric reckoning of Thai 
cooking? A riff on American cocktail 
party food? I have no dog in any fight 
over authenticity — a category that is 
basically exploding, as 

“fake” foods like chop 


e 


the middle, and random-feeling cate- 
gories like “street food” and “from the 
chef” — each of which is distinct from 
the two dinner sets — make for an 
ardent period of silent flipping-back- 
and-forth as people cobble together 
an order. (This caught me off guard on 
every visit.) 
While there is Singha and other 
beer on tap, the best 
thing I drank was a lime- 


suey get dusted off and Saap Ver filled, off-menu specialty 

reinvented — but I fun- 88 Division St. cocktail ($12), the full 

damentally didn’t get it. 415-255-8188 ingredients of which I 
Delicious though it or saapver.com was unable to find out. 


certainly is, pad thai is 
the Chipotle chicken 
burrito of Southeast 
Asia. Saap Ver’s pad 
thai hor kai ($15) revs 
things up with an 
eggy envelope around 
the noodles and prawns, with mung, 
crushed peanuts, and green onion out- 
side. It’s hardly delicate, and I would 
have liked a peanut sauce or some 
other dipping component, but the dish 
was satiating the way an overstuffed 
three-egg omelet is (which is to say, 
quite). It’s good, but it feels like break- 
fast-for-dinner. 

The menu could benefit from sim- 
plification, which is not necessarily the 
same thing as pruning. Like the open- 
ing credits in an Apichatpong Weer- 
asethakul film, the starters are listed in 
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Hours: Mon-Sun, 
11 a.m.-2:30 p.m. 
and 5-10 p.m. 


Tangy-sweet and rimmed 
with smoked chile salt, 
it stuck the landing on 
those three core tastes 
like a suave move late in 
a game of Twister (and 
it cut the heat and oil, 
too). For such a large bar, though, it’s a 
shame this restaurant hasn’t invested 
in a full cocktail list. (I mean, cha- 
ching, right?) And dessert, almost al- 
ways the Achilles’ heel for native-born 
Americans in Thai restaurants, is an 
uninspired trifecta of coconut ice 
cream, durian black rice, or a grilled 
banana ($7 each). 

But there’s an infectiousness just 
to being in there. The vintage Thai 
film posters, the repurposed movie 
marquee, the old-lady-bathing-suit up- 
holstery, the unfailingly cheery service: 





Ekevara Kitpowsong 


It’s all there to induce smiles. With a 
few prominent exceptions — like Kin 
Khao or Lers Ros — there are two cat- 
egories of restaurants in the local Thai 
food ecosystem. One type is good only 
for lunch or cheap takeout; the other 
contains places where people go for a 
romantic date to eat marked-up ver- 
sions of the same dishes that they’d get 
for takeout amid neutral décor plucked 
from a community acupuncture studio. 
Saap Ver is neither — or rather, it’s as 
difficult to categorize as its neither- 
SoMa-nor-Mission-Bay location. It’s 
probably best for bigger groups, like 

a Thai Velvet Cantina — but to make 
things even more complicated, the din- 
ing room is really two-in-one, with the 
campier rear half considerably louder 
and the relatively spartan front friend- 
lier for couples. 

Saap Ver’s predecessor, Grand Pu 
Bah, had an oyster bar and a reputa- 
tion for superb green curry. After a few 
months and a few tweaks, I’m pretty 
confident the opinions of diners who 
become regulars will coalesce around 
an overly delicious dish or two, and 
Saap Ver will acquire a reputation for 
whatever those turn out to be. 

In the meantime, even if a dish or 
two leaves you puzzled, you'll still have 
a grand time eating it. 


PKane@sfweekly.com 
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FRESH EATS 


The Den features 

Craftsman and Wolves’ 
best-known pastry, the 
Rebel Within (top right) 


Hungry Like the 
Wolves: The Den 
Hits the Bayview 


By Peter Lawrence Kane 


Bayview-Hunters Point remains 
in an early enough phase of gentrifica- 
tion that there is still plenty of opportu- 
nity for hearts to break over and over. 
Lennar Urban’s 12,000-unit develop- 
ment The Shipyard is gradually filling 
the neighborhood with new residents, 
and a Starbucks — the Bayview’s first — 
is expected to go into 3801 Third St. 
sometime in the months to come. 

In the meantime, Valencia Street’s 
award-winning patisserie Craftsman 
and Wolves — hot off an expansion 
to Pacific Heights — has dedicated 
one corner of its Bayview commissary 
space located a block away from Third 
Street to a small retail location, sell- 
ing chef (and Quince alum) William 
Werner’s high-end baked goods to resi- 
dents who can afford them. 

It’s not especially den-like, in either 
the lupine or La-Z-Boy senses, but 
there are four seats inside and two 
picnic tables outside for you to chow 
down on the Rebel Within (a decep- 
tively humble-looking muffin conceal- 
ing pork sausage, asiago and parmesan 
cheese, green onions, and a soft-boiled 
egg, served with a vial of pink salt). 

If you want to go the sweeter route, 
there’s a lemon tea cake (with a lemon 
glaze and poppy crumble on top). For 
espresso and drip coffee, the roaster is 
Highwire (but for cold-brew, CAW uses 
Stumptown). 

It’ll no doubt give you warm fuzz- 
ies to know that The Den has a policy 
where patrons can pre-pay for a slice of 
pizza for somebody who might come in 
later lacking the cash to pay, and that 
somebody can order it without the 
awkwardness of hitting up a stranger 


SFWEEKLY.COM 





for change. (There is some degree of 
human touch, though: You can write 
the recipient a message on a sticky.) 
When I asked how many people were 
making use of it on a daily basis, I was 
told “three or four,” and that they’re 
consistently running out of pizza at 
the end of the day. It’s not just soggy 
slices of plain, either: Staff meal pizzas 
can include artisanal or otherwise 
tasty ingredients like sorrel, fromage 
blanc, and broccoli. 

Starbucks might have a corporate 
philanthropic arm, but it’ll never 
match that. 


Craftsman and Wolves’ The Den 
1598 Yosemite St. 

415-423-3337 or 
craftsman-wolves.com 


Hard Frescos 
Blends Cultures, 
Gets You Drunk 


By A.K. Carroll 


The Mexican version of Saint 
Patrick’s Day, Cinco de Mayo is an ad- 
opted holiday chiefly recognized by Cau- 
casian-Americans looking for one more 
excuse to get drunk in the middle of the 
week. Hard Frescos, a new beverage con- 
cept that sits in the intersection of craft 
beer and agua fresca, provides one more 
means of getting there. 

The brainchild of food scientist 
Peter Stearns, these Latino-inspired, 
American-made beverages ride both 
sides of the cultural fence, making 
them an ideal add-on to your Cinco 
de Mayo soiree (or possibly just your 
weekday lunch break). After developing 
an affinity for the fresh-pressed juices 
and agua frescas he gulped down in 
Mexico City and elsewhere in Latin 
America, Stearns took a cue from the 





Peter Lawrence Kane 


craft beer movement and set out to fer- 
ment these products using traditional 
brewing processes. 

Hard Frescos are free of preser- 
vatives, sulfites, artificial colors, and 
gluten, and are still pleasantly palat- 
able, with a malty finish that suggests 
there’s a little something more than 
fruit juice in the bottle. The majority of 
the ingredients — including tamarind 
fruit and jamaica (hibiscus flower) — 
come from Mexico, as do the caps and 
bottle labels. Each flavor label features 
a unique animal indigenous to Mexico: 
Jamaica, for instance, comes adorned 
with an axolotl, a spiky salamander. 

While the beverages are produced 
to be downed all on their own, they 
also mix well with spirits. That Jamaica 
makes for a decently refreshing gin fizz 
(or “Tammy Collins,” as the company 
calls it). 

“Sometimes, you want to mix drinks 
for a party and think, ‘I don’t have time 
to buy bitters and light things on fire,’ 

” Stearns says. Hard Frescos was made 
with these people in mind. 

Though he currently brews in Davis, 
Stearns is looking to open a tasting 
room in San Francisco in the next 
couple of months. In the meantime, 
you can find Hard Frescos mixed 
and poured at taquerias and eateries 
throughout the Bay Area, including 
Lol6, Southpaw, and The Hall. Or, you 
can just as easily buy a four-pack to 
take home. The product has been avail- 
able at Whole Foods for close to a year 
and is debuting in Northern California 
Costcos this coming weekend as part 
of the company’s three-day “Cinco de 
Mayo Costco Road Show.” 

Hard Frescos has also landed a gig at 
a series of upcoming California Acad- 
emy of Sciences adults-only NightLife 
events, starting with a Cinco de Mayo 
launch on May 12, during which they'll 
discuss the science behind their malted 
fresh-pressed juices, alongside mez- 
caleros, giving an education on agave. 
So come get educated, intoxicated, or 


both. 
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A San Francisco tradition 
since 1908 and a favorite 
of celebrities, this historic 
restaurant offers great 
Steaks and fresh seafood. 


John’s Grill was a setting 
in Dashiell Hammett’s, 
The Maltese Falcon. 


Enjoy live jazz nightly 
in the upper level 
dining room, 
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Zagat Rates J hn’s Grill - #1 Steakhouse’ 
in Downtown San Francisq@b° 
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www.JohnsGrill.com 


: 
a 


- wiRfir 


Reserve your table now for the next WARRIORS playoff games! 


2800 Bayshore Blvd., Brisbane, CA 
415-467-2343 | 7milehouse.com 


Mon-Tues 11:30AM-10PM * Wed 11:30AM-11PM ¢ Thurs 11:30AM-11PM 
Fri-Sat 11:30-1AM © Sun 10AM-8pm @ @ 
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DINING YOUT| 


Arinell Pizza 
2119 Shattuck Ave., Berkeley 
(510) 841-4035 


La Note Restaurant 

23/77 Shattuck Ave, Berkeley 
(510) 843-1535 
lanoterestaurant.com 


BRISBANE 


7 Mile House 

2800 Bayshore Blvd. 
(415) 467-2343 
7milehouse.com 


COW HOLLOW 


Brazen Head 

3166 Buchanan at Greenwich 
(415) 921-7600 
brazenheadsf.com 


Lasan 

3145 Fillmore St at Greenwich 
San Francisco 

(415) 346-4900 

lasansf.com 


DOGPATCH 


Gilberth’s 
2427 3rd St, San Francisco 
(415) 913-7163 


Long Bridge Pizza Company 
2347 3rd St, San Francisco 
(415) 829-8999 
longbridgepizza.com 


The New Spot 
632 20th St, San Francisco 
(415) 558-0556 


DOWNTOWN 


Chabaa Thai Cuisine 
420 Geary St, San Francisco 
(415) 346-3121 


Escape From New York Pizza 
333 Bush St, San Francisco 
(415) 421-0700 


John’s Grill 

63 Ellis Street at Powell 
(415) 986-0069 
johnsgrill.com 
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The Original Tommy’s Joynt 
1101 Geary Blvd, San Francisco 
(415) 775-4216 
tommysjoynt.com 


EL GRANADA 


India Beach 

425 Ave Alhambra, El Granada 
(650) 712-7700 
indiabeachrestaurant.com 


FINANCIAL 


Sears Fine Food 

439 Powell St, San Francisco 
(415) 986-0700 
searsfinefood.com 


Golden Gate Bar & Grill Tap Room 
525 Sutter St #2, San Francisco 
(415) 677-9999 

getaproom.com 


Kirimachi Ramen 

3 Embarcadero Ctr, San Francisco 
(415) 872-9171 

kirimachi.com 


Biscuits & Blues 

401 Mason Street, San Francisco 
(415) 292-2583 
biscuitsandblues.com 


HAIGHT STREET 


Indian Oven 

233 Fillmore St, San Francisco 
(415) 626-1628 
indiaovensf.com 


Danny Coyle’s 
668 Haight St. 
(415) 558-8375 


Escape From New York Pizza 
1737 Haight St, San Francisco 
(415) 663-5577 


Kate’s Kitchen 

471 Haight St, San Francisco 
(415) 626-3984 
kates-kitchensf.com 


HAYES VALLEY 


Revelry Bistro 
297 Page Street 
(415) 241-6833 
revelrybistro.com 


Cal Mart 

585 California St, San Francisco 
(415) 751-3516 

calmartnv.com 


MARINA DISTRICT 


Luisa’s Pizza & Pasta 
1550 California St, San Francisco 
luisasrestaurantsf.com 


Shalala Ramen 
1737 Buchanan St, 
San Francisco 
(415) 757-0552 
ramenshalala.com 


Silver Cloud Restaurant & Bar 
1994 Lombard St, San Francisco 
(415) 922-1977 
silvercloudsf.com 


MISSION 


Arinell Pizza 

509 Valencia St, San Francisco 
(415) 255-1303 

Eiji 

317 Sanchez St, San Francisco 
(415) 558-8149 


Escape From New York Pizza 
3242 22nd Street, San Francisco 
(415) 206-0555 


Haystack Pizza 
3881 24th St, San Francisco 
(415) 647-1929 


Mars Bar & Restaurant 
798 Brannan St, San Francisco 
(415) 621-6277 


Napper Tandy 

3200 24th St, San Francisco 
(415) 550-7510 
nappertandysf.com 


Puerto Allegre 

546 Valencia St, San Francisco 
(415) 255-8201 
puertoalegresf.com 


Sixth Course 

1544 15th St, San Francisco 
(415) 829-2461 
sixthcourse.com 
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Taqueria Cancun 
2288 Mission St, San Francisco 
taqueriacancunsf.com 


NOE VALLEY 


Clay Oven Indian Cuisine 
1689 Church St, San Francisco 
(415) 826-2400 


clayovenindiancuisinesf.com 


NORTH BEACH 


North Beach Restaurant 
1512 Stockton St, San Francisco 
(415) 392-1700 


northbeachrestaurant.com 


Mama’s on Washington Square 
1701 Stockton St, San Francisco 
(415) 362-6421 
mamas-sf.com 


OCEAN BEACH 


Cliff House 

1090 Point Lobos Ave, 
(415) 386-3330 
cliffhouse.com 


POTRERO HILL 


Goat Hill Pizza 

300 Connecticut St, 
(415) 641-1440 
goathill.com 


Ganim’s 
1135 18th St, San Francisco 


(415) 282-9289 
ganims.net 


RUSSIAN HILL 


The Buena Vista Cafe 

2/65 Hyde St, San Francisco 
(415) 474-5044 
thebuenavista.com 


SAN MATEO 


Clay Oven Cuisine of India 
78 E. 3rd Ave, San Mateo 
(650) 342-9194 
clayovensanmateo.com 


Sky Lounge 

76 E. 3rd Ave, San Mateo 
(650) 342-6623 
skylounge/6.net 


SOMA 


Escape From New York Pizza 
715 Harrison St 
(415) 896-0700 


Goat Hill Pizza 

171 Stillman St, San Francisco 
(415) 974-1303 

goathill.com 


The Chieftain Irish Pub 
198 5th Street at Howard 
(415) 625-0436 
thechieftain.com 


Mathilde French Bistro 
315 5th St, San Francisco 
(415) 546-6128 
mathildesf.com 


Oasis Grill 

711-B Market St, San Francisco 
(415) 653-0464 

oasisegrill.com 


21st Amendment Brewpub 
563 2nd St, San Francisco 
(415) 369-0900 
21st-amendment.com 


SUNSET 


King of Noodles 
1639 Irving St, San Francisco 
(415) 566-8318 


Chabaa Thai Cuisine 
2123 Irving St, San Francisco 
(415) 753-3347 


Other Avenue’s Co-OP 

3930 Judah St, San Francisco 
(415) 661-7475 
otheravenues.coop 


WEST PORTAL 


Clay Oven 

385 West Portal Ave, San Francisco 
(415) 731-2400 

clayovensf.com 
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()RIGINAL U.S. RESTAURANT 


For over 100 years, the U.S. Restaurant has been 
known as the place where locals enjoy Italian food 
in an atmosphere just like nonnas house. 


[Dy ahal ar-bake Mm xolere! 
Specials 
Everyday 


GORD UBS! 
GO GIANTS! 


NORTH BEACH TRADITION 
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DEEP EDDY VODKA © 


: just $5 ohbhanate| all ve 4314 COLUMBUS AVENUE, SAN FRANCI ACO. CA RAIDS 
} Giants Games! i 415-398-1300 ORIGINALUSRESTAURANT.COM = 





DIL 
DINING, DRINKING a PO ee 
& DANCING 


ALL DAY LONG! 


44 9TH STREET 
SAN FRANCISCO 
7. Bolrevey- Ons i 


OPEN FOR LUNCH 


MARIACHIS 


MARIACHI TECALITLAN, AN ALL-FEMALE MARIACHI GROUP 
SERVING DINNER 


DANCE SHOW 


THEATRE FLEMENCO DANCE GROUP 


SALSA DANCING 


ORCHESTRA BORINQUEN, A 9-PIECE BAY AREA SALSA GROUP 
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A San Francisco Tradition Since 1970 | J Ete ea 
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World Famous 
Original 
"Irish Coffee" 


North Beach Restaurant has 
served the finest Cucina Toscana 
in the Bay Area. Famous for its 
home-cured prosciutto and the 
freshest caught wild fish in the 
Bay Area, the restaurant is a 
dining destination with great food, 
award-winning wine list, relaxed 
atmosphere and superb service. 
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Serving continuously from 
11:30am -11:45pm 
Private Banquet Rooms (up to 135) 
Valet Parking 
1512 Stockton Street, San Francisco 


(415) 392-1700 
VVAVAVANVA ALO) au alelstalelalaaieclUleclalmeelan 


Breakfast, Lunch, Dinner 
& Cocktails All Day 


2765 HYDE STREET 
(AT BEACH) 


415.474.5044 
thebuenavista.com 


SERVING THE 


FINEST NY STYLE PIZZA -~) 


FOR 25 YEARS! 


2109 Polk 715 HarrisonSt 1737 Haight 
| 415-345-0600 415-896-0700 415-668-5577 


The Castro 333 Bush 3242 22nd St. 
415-252-1515 = 415-421-0700 415-206-0555 


WWW.ESCAPEFROMNEWYORKPIZZA.COM 


EXPLOSIVE NEWS 
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AESTHETIC REFINEMENT AT 35,000 FEET 


Just Add 
Water (In Its 
Frozen Form) 


By Peter Lawrence Kane 


Airline travel — amirite? 

The ultimate fodder for subpar 
stand-up comics and habitual makers 
of small-talk, flying is simply godaw- 
ful — and it’s only grown more un- 
pleasant since a certain catastrophe 
almost 15 years ago. Beyond fares 
that don’t go down even when oil 
prices collapse, frequent flyers have 
become inured to petty humiliations, 
physical discomfort, and the occa- 
sional JetBlue TV stuck on Fox News. 
It’s enough to make jokes about air- 
line peanuts funny, even when you 
can’t eat any because someone on 
board has an allergy. 

Approximately five minutes from 
the exit off US-101 leading to SFO 
is Bitters + Bottles, a three-year-old 
“home bar stockist” on Grand Ave- 
nue in South San Francisco peddling 
one potential solution to airplane 
woes: travel cocktail kits for two, 
TSA-friendly bottles included. There 
are 10 of them to choose from, and 
they each retail for $19 — which 
is certainly less per drink than any 
number of mixological lounges 
we know of (to say nothing of the 
stratospheric markups you encounter 
when traveling in the stratosphere). 
And they’re not exactly basic G&Ts, 
either. With only a modicum of effort 
while wedged in coach, you can make 
your own Brown Derby, NOLA Julep, 
or Celtic Kick. 

Each rope-tied bag contains ev- 
erything you need. ‘The Sling, for 
instance, contains a 100-mL mi- 
cro-handle of Kraken black-spiced 
rum, plus two 50-mL bottles of 
Larceny Kentucky straight bourbon, 
two packets of liquid sugar and two 
of mint-infused liquid sugar, plus a 
small wooden spoon for stirring. For 
drinks that need a bit of citrus to 
tie them together, Bitters + Bottles 
found cold-pressed and crystallized 
lemon and orange. (‘The three-step in- 
structions are printed on the coasters 
that come with the kit.) 

The good news is that with a trans- 
parent Ziploc bag, you can get all of 
this past the ever-vigilant panopticon 
that is TSA. The better news is that 
if you forgot to purchase a shotglass 
from the final knickknack kiosk 
before the gate, B+B came up with 
an “origami jigger” to ensure exact 
proportions. Like the folded-paper 
fortune-telling game kids play in el- 


ementary school, you pinch two cor- 
ners to splay it out and fill it up to the 
line of demarcation with booze. 

The stickier part is that, tech- 
nically, airlines don’t allow you to 
B.Y.0.(B+B). An artful request for ice 
water during beverage service will 
get you far, but a lot depends on how 
quickly you can mix up a clandestine 
cocktail on a folding seat-tray and 
how adroit you are in the flirtational 
arts if the buzzkill sitting in 26D gives 
you side-eye. But just because they’re 
called airplane bottles doesn’t mean 
they aren’t Dolores Park-sized, too. 

Calling personalized in-flight 
entertainment a “gray area” that 
depends on how cool the flight at- 
tendants are, Joe Barwin, the aptly 
named co-proprietor of Bitters + 
Bottles, points out that the kits can 
be “something to stock your hotel 
mini-bar with at the other end of your 
trip as well.” 

“We've had people call it a ‘cock- 
tail portion-control kit, ” he says. 
“Enough for two drinks at the end of 
the day, but you can’t accidentally fin- 
ish a whole bottle.” 

B+B’s retail location is like an 
airier, light-filled version of Cask, 
Bourbon & Branch creator Future 
Bars’ flagship artisanal liquor store 
on Third Street just south of Mar- 
ket. And it’s on the same block as 
South City Hall, and not far from the 
well-regarded, century-old cake mak- 
er Galli’s Sanitary Bakery. If you’re 
ride-sharing your way to SFO, it’s 
about a minute off the highway — 
something which isn’t lost on a size- 
able percentage of the shop’s patrons. 

“No one really likes to check a bag 
anymore, Barwin says, noting that 
sales of mini bottles were already 
high. “We wanted to do something 
unique to us and our love of all things 
cocktail, so we worked to see how we 
could package the minis into a cock- 
tail kit — something small enough” 
to take through security. 

How many times have you taken 
a red-eye and ordered a glass of red 
wine in the hopes of passing out and 
sleeping for four hours, only to get 
a mediocre $9 residual-sugar-filled 
fruit-bomb that gives you a headache 
instead? (If that’s never happened 
to you, the possibility of a sleepless 
overnight flight should still be as 
frightening as the prospect of a 
screaming baby in the seat in front 
of you.) 

Ultimately, the cocktail kits solve 
one of the two conundrums of con- 
temporary in-flight drinking habits. 
Now can someone explain why so 
many people order tomato juice on 
planes? 


Bitters + Bottles 
240 Grand Ave., 

South San Francisco 
650-741-6430 or 
bittersandbottles.com 
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LIQUID DAYS 


Oh, the Colors 


By Kevin W. Smith 


It’s been nearly a half-century 
since the Summer of Love, and tech has 
long replaced lengthy guitar solos, acid 
tests, and flower power as the Bay Area’s 
top pop cultural export. But every so of- 
ten, you can still catch an authentic flash 
of that famed counterculture spirit. 

In the case of Mad Alchemy, per- 
forming at Rickshaw Stop on Saturday 
night along with rock acts The Choco- 
late Watchband and The Cosmic Cor- 
relation Conspiracy, the flashback will 
be in the watery blues, reds, yellows, 
and greens pulsing and bubbling across 
the faces of the musicians onstage. 
Mad Alchemy is a small collective of 
artists crafting improvised “liquid light 
shows,” as popularized in the 1960s, to 
complement concerts. 

“People get a chance to see and feel 
what the initial ’60s light shows were,” 
says Lance Gordon, Mad Alchemy’s 
founder. “It was magic.” 

The technique used to create liquid 
light is old-school, relying on a simple 
combination of alcohol, oils, inks, dyes, 
glass plates, and the type of overhead 
projectors youd find in an elementary 
school classroom. As a band performs, 
Gordon and his team use transparent 
glass plates to manipulate a colorful 
mixture of liquids to suit the mood and 
rhythms of the music. The reactions of 
the liquids get projected onstage, bath- 
ing performers in a constantly chang- 
ing, improvised psychedelic mural. 

No two sets are alike. For instance, 
when Mad Alchemy performed with 
San Francisco folk singer Jessica 
Pratt at the Getty Center in Los An- 
geles, Gordon made sure the visuals 
had a dreamier, slow-moving feel. In 
contrast, when he was touring with 
Swedish hard-rockers Graveyard, he 
discovered a rapid, pulsating technique 
that could transform the liquid pro- 
jections into something resembling a 
Viking shield. 

Mad Alchemy’s light shows aren't 
simple exercises in nostalgia built to 
accompany Grateful Dead cover bands 
playing for aging hippies. You'll find 
the light illuminating both up-and- 
coming and established acts from a va- 
riety of genres, including indie, psych, 
rock, folk, and metal. Since 2008, Mad 
Alchemy has beamed its hallucinatory 
projections on artists ranging from 
Real Estate to Roky Erickson, Woods to 
Shannon & the Clams. 

San Francisco psych-rock act LSD 
& the Search for God has performed 
accompanied by Mad Alchemy light 


shows at least five times, according to 
singer and guitarist Andy Liszt. While 
he usually can’t see the full breadth 

of Mad Alchemy’s projections while 
playing onstage, Liszt has noticed a re- 
sponse from those in the crowd. When 
paired with music, he says, Mad Alche- 
my’s light shows create a full sensory 
experience for the audience, pulling 
people deeper into the moment. 

“It’s hypnotic,” Liszt says. “And 
there’s a lot of love and beauty behind 
it too.” 

The 62-year-old Gordon founded 
Mad Alchemy after the Great Reces- 
sion wiped out much of the clientele he 
had built wp over 35 years as an archi- 
tecture photographer. On top of that, 
the photography industry was going 
digital at a time when he had become a 
master of shooting with film. 

To adapt, Gordon revived his in- 
terest in liquid light show production, 
a hobby in which he hadn't seriously 
indulged since his high school days in 
Danville. In the late ’60s and early 70s, 
you couldn't really go see a concert 
without there being some liquid light 
show component, Gordon says. In the 
Bay Area, light show groups such as 
Light Sound Dimension and the Broth- 
erhood of Light would perform with 
local acts including Santana, Jefferson 
Airplane, and Quicksilver Messenger 
Service. 

All that changed in the 1970s, as 
liquid light shows fell out of favor and 
were replaced by the more standard 


LETTERS NEWS COVERSTORY THECALENDAR ARTS & CULTURE EAT & DRINK 


concert production we're used to 

now: multicolored stage lights and 
some sort of backdrop, be it a curtain, 
screen, or wall. Sure, some artists go 
above and beyond, but many touring 
musicians on a budget just rely on 
whatever a club or theater has to offer. 
Gordon compares today’s stage set-up 
to that of a boxing match, with a lot 
of white light on the players so you 
can see every drip of sweat from their 
performance. “It’s theatrical in one 
sense, Gordon says, but it’s also more 
challenging to create a mood. 

Gordon staged his first liquid light 
show of the modern era with a friend’s 
band in 2008, but was unsure whether 
or not it would eventually translate 
to current musicians and audiences. 
The 1960s were a long time ago, after 
all, and there had been plenty of inno- 
vations in onstage theatrics — from 
digital projections to pyrotechnics 
— to accompany live performances. 
Plus, Gordon hadn’t been keeping up 
with the latest sounds. “I had really 
lost touch with the music scene for 
20 years,’ Gordon says. “I wasn’t even 
sure if the light show was going to res- 
onate with anybody.” 

As time progressed, Mad Alchemy’s 
liquid light shows gained momentum, 
touring with Iowa psych-act Radio 
Moscow and performing one-off shows 
with San Francisco artists like Sleepy 
Sun. With the help of local concert 
promoter Folk Yeah, Mad Alchemy 
light shows were added to more Bay 





Sheva Kafai 


Area live dates. Since 2011, Gordon 
estimates Mad Alchemy has performed 
more than 850 gigs, at venues includ- 
ing Public Works in San Francisco, 
SXSW in Austin, and the London 
Forum. 

Mad Alchemy’s light shows have 
become so popular, Gordon has made 
it his full-time gig. Currently, there is 
more demand than he alone can han- 
dle, so he’s added a small team to as- 
sist, which includes second-plate artist 
Dominic Cota and Tyler Loring, who 
shoots photos and videos. 

One of the reasons Gordon thinks 
liquid light shows resonate with audi- 
ences again is because the acid-infused 
days of The Fillmore in the 1960s are 
basically ancient history at this point. 

For some, a gig featuring a Mad 
Alchemy light show is a doorway back 
into the San Francisco music scene 
we ve only heard about from older 
generations or witnessed on grainy 
YouTube videos. 

Not that Gordon feels too much 
nostalgia for those days. 

“T loved the 60s,” he says. “But I tell 
you what, I love right now more.” 


The Acid Test with 

the Chocolate Watchband, 

and Cosmic Correlation 
Conspiracy, with a Liquid Light 
Show by Mad Alchemy 

Saturday, May 7, 9 p.m. 

at Rickshaw Stop, $15-$18; 
rickshawstop.com 
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SOME THOUGHTS OF A CERTAIN SOUND 


Top Five Parties 
This Week 


By Chris Zaldua 


There just ain’t nobody like 
Omar-S. The fiercely independent De- 
troit artist has spent the last de- 
cade-plus running his own label, FKHE 
Records — which re-presses and sells 
every Omar-S record for $7 with free 
shipping — buying expensive cars, and 
giving the best interviews in the world. 
(Google his Jan. 21, 2014 interview 
with Juno Plus, perhaps the finest art- 


OTHER WORTHY PARTIES THIS WEEK 


DJ Dials presents Four Tet and Ben UFO 

at Mezzanine, 9 p.m.-2 a.m. Friday, May 6. 
$40+; mezzaninesf.com 

It’s no exaggeration to say Four Tet and 
Ben UFO are the two most important 
ambassadors of modern British electronic 
music. Four Tet has spent the past 18 
years blurring the lines between post- 
rock, jazz, electronica, and experimental 
music; his best works came recently, 
when he fully embraced the dancefloor. 
Ben UFO’s a DJ through and through, 
with nary a production credit to his 
name. However, he’s a DJ like no other, 
seamlessly stitching entire histories of 
dance music together. 


Go BANG! celebrates Ron Hardy at The Stud, 
9 p.m.-3 a.m. Saturday, May 7. Free before 10 
p.m., $10 after; studsf.com 

Modern DJ culture owes its entire 
existence to Ron Hardy, who died of a 
heroin overdose at 33 in 1992. Hardy 
spent his tragically short career DJing 
at the formational Chicago club Music 
Box, splicing together disco edits with 
turntables, reel-to-reel tape, anda 
drum machine, essentially creating 
what we know today as “house music.” 
Here, Go BANG! and their resident DJs 
(Steve Fabus, Sergio Fedasz, Prince 
Wolf) celebrate his legacy, featuring a 
midnight vogue performance by Jocquese 
Whitfield. 


On&On and Public Works present Blond:ish 
and Crazy P Soundsystem at Public Works, 
9:30 p.m.-3:30 a.m. Saturday, May 7. $17- 
$25; publicsf.com 

Montreal duo Blond:ish have spent their 
short-but-productive career crafting deep 
psychedelic tech-house. The pair (two 
blond ladies, as their name suggests) met 
in 2008 and began DJing together soon 
after. By 2010, they had put together 
their first record. Their music isn’t 
complicated — big, bubbly basslines 
overlaid with spirited guitar licks and 

the occasional vocal — but it’s seriously 
groovy, some of the finest easygoing 
dance music out there. Fun-loving Brits 
Crazy P Soundsystem headline upstairs. 
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ist interview of all time.) 

But that’s just Omar-S the char- 
acter. Take one listen to Omar-S 
the musician — tracks like “The 
Shit Baby,” “Day,” or “Just Ask the 
Lonely” — and it’s obvious why he’s 
so beloved: simple, stripped-down, 
deeper-than-deep house tracks that 
possess the kind of funk lesser art- 
ists could only dream of. He’s a mas- 
ter, a true one-of-a-kind. 

His DJ sets tend to be filled with 
his own productions — a very good 
thing, considering how uniformly 
excellent his music is — and those 
of his friends: similarly minded De- 
troit heads. Warming up the floor 
for Omar-S are Sure Thing’s Aaron J 
and Lights Down Low’s Richie Panic. 


WERD. presents Jeniluv at Monarch, 

9 p.m.-2 a.m. Sunday, May 8. $5-$10; 
monarchsf.com 

Nobody does underground parties 

like L.A. does underground parties. 
Thanks to a surfeit of industrial 
neighborhoods and the empty 
warehouses therein, L.A.’s not-quite- 
legal rave scene is the stuff of legend. 
Jeniluv, a former San Franciscan, 

is part of L.A.’s Making Shapes 

party crew, who have been hosting 
wild undergrounds for years. An 
accomplished selector in her own right, 
Sunday night she returns to her former 
stomping grounds, with deep house 
and disco grooves in tow. 


Love Power 

by Don Crisp and Ra-Soul; Moulton Music. 
Disco and house go together like peanut 
butter and jelly. This single — by Oakland 
producers Don Crisp and Ra-Soul, released 
on San Francisco stalwart label Moulton 
Music — isa delicious two-track slice of 
hard-hitting, disco-flavored deep house, 
about as fine an example of the genre as 
one could ask for. 

Don Crisp hails from Memphis by 
way of Chicago, and those cities’ musical 
traditions (soul, funk, disco, gospel) 
are deeply rooted in his music. Ra-Soul, 
meanwhile, goes way, way back, with a 
discography stretching back to the early 
90s, including releases on vintage San 
Francisco record labels. 

In other words, these artists are ped- 
igreed. And it shows. I hadn't heard ei- 
ther artist until I listened to Love Power, 
but after the first listen, I was hooked. 
Fine deep house is a simple, elemental 
delight. The more complicated and over- 
wrought deep house gets, the less in- 
teresting it tends to be. Love Power is a 
study in careful club-focused simplicity. 

The first track, “Bring It Back,” opens 
with a murky, looped sample of a funky 
drum break. Then the bass hits. It builds 
slowly but surely, giving way to rubbery 
synth work. Whisper-in-your-ear-quiet 
vocal samples begin to dominate the 





Lights Down Low 

presents Omar-S at Monarch, 
10 p.m.-3 a.m. Friday, May 6. 
$15-$20; monarchsf.com 


track. The title track comes next, and 
trades the disco vibes of “Bring It Back” 
for a dubbed-out feeling that builds to 
an arms-in-the-air piano house climax. 
Simple, elegant, and guaranteed to set 
any dancefloor alight, this is one for the 
DJs. 


Two Days Off 

by Anderson Chase; Lips & Rhythm. 

The newest release on local label Lips & 
Rhythm, Anderson Chase’s Two Days Off is 
a lovely four-track EP of shimmering, sun- 
bleached techno featuring celestial sound 
design. The good stuff, in other words. 

A jazzy touch kicks things off with 
“Two Days Off,” thanks to a couple well- 
placed breakdowns featuring a horn-like 
synth, and a driving, propulsive bassline. 
Simple and uncomplicated, but a joy to 
listen to. 

“The Run,” meanwhile, wastes no 
time announcing itself with thick, bassy, 
rich kick drums. The track’s focus is a 
recurring harp-like melodic motif that 
sounds like something out of a dream; 
it’s so easy to listen to (and fixate on) 
that nearly seven minutes later, the 
track’s ending caught me by surprise. 
Whenever that happens, I know I’ve 
stumbled on something good. 

Birds of Rhythm remixes “The Run.” 
Without changing what made the origi- 
nal so good — that harp-like refrain — it 
manages to subtly tweak its mood and 
feel with a staccato electro rhythm and 
Detroit techno flourishes. It’s excellent, 
and considerably more spaced-out than 
the original. Regrettably, it ends with 
barely any notice at all, simply fading out 
unceremoniously. DJs beware! 

Yasin’s rework of “Two Days Off” 
doubles down on its jazzy backbone, 
altering its tone considerably. In his 
hands, the track becomes much more 
dramatic, adding big, brash piano and 
booming synthesizers. 

There’s several very distinct moods on 
this EP made all the more interesting by 
its simple, extraordinary sound design. 
Open-minded techno fans should take 
note. 
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LISTINGS 


Club listings are offered as a free service to 
SF Weekly readers and are subject to space 
restrictions. To change an existing listing or to 
have a listing added, email (Calendar@sfweekly. 
com), fax (777-1839), or mail (835 Market St., 
Suite 550, S.F.,CA 94103). Deadline is noon 
Tuesday for the following week's issue. Our 
Concerts section lists major shows and special 
events. Call individual clubs for show details. 
Except as noted, all phone numbers are in the 
Al5 area code. Listings rotate regularly, as space 
allows. Our complete listings of local clubs - 
searchable by keyword, date, and genre - are 
available online. 


THURSDAY, MAY 5 


Kvelertak: W/ Torche, Wild Throne, All Souls, 8 
p.m., $20. The Independent, 628 Divisadero, 
San Francisco, 415-771-1420. 

Red Baraat: W/ Sun Hop Fat, 8 p.m., $26. 
Great American Music Hall, 859 O'Farrell, 
San Francisco, 415-885-0750. 


FRIDAY, MAY 6 


Behemoth: W/ Myrkur, 8:30 p.m., $25-$28. The 
Regency Ballroom, 1300 Van Ness Avenue, 
San Francisco, 415-673-5716. 

Dumpstaphunk: W/ 7comell, 9 p.m., $25. 
The Independent, 628 Divisadero, San 
Francisco, 415-771-1420. 

Dungen: W/ Boogarins, 9 p.m., $21. Great 
American Music Hall, 859 O'Farrell, San 
Francisco, 415-885-0750. 

Mayer Hawthorne: W/ Gabriel Garzon Mon- 
tano, 8 p.m., $32.35. Fox Theater - Oakland, 
1807 Telegraph, Oakland, 510-548-3010. 


SATURDAY, MAY 7 


Explosions In the Sky: W/ Disappears, 8 
p.m., Sold Out. Fox Theater - Oakland, 1807 
Telegraph, Oakland, 510-548-3010. 

Karl Denson’s Tiny Universe: Performing 
Prince's “Dirty Mind"., 9 p.m., $29.50. 


The Fillmore, 1805 Geary, San Francisco, 
415-346-6000. 

Rogue Wave: W/ White Cloud, 9 p.m., $26. 
The Independent, 628 Divisadero, San 
Francisco, 415-771-1420. 


SUNDAY, MAY 8 
The Astonishing: 7:30 p.m., $49.50-$85. Fox 
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THURSDAY 5 


ROCK 


Bottom of the Hill: 1233 17th St., San 
Francisco, 415-621-4455. Dead Country 
Gentlemen, w/ The Iron Heart, The Chaw, 
9 p.m.,.510-S12, 

Slim's: 333 11th St., San Francisco, 415- 
255-0333. Napalm Death, w/ Melvins, 


Melt Banana, Thu., May 5, 8 p.m.; Fri., 


Theater - Oakland, 1807 Telegraph, Oakland, 
510-548-3010. 

Givers: W/ Anna Wise, 8 p.m., $16-$18. The 
Independent, 628 Divisadero, San Fran- 
cisco, 415-771-1420. 


MONDAY, MAY 9 


Aesop Rock: W/ Rob Sonic, DJ Zone, Homeboy 
Sandman, 8 p.m., $22.50. The Fillmore, 
1805 Geary, San Francisco, 415-346-6000. 

Motion City Soundtrack: W/ The Spill 
Canvas, Microwave, 8 p.m., $27-$30. The 
Regency Ballroom, 1300 Van Ness Avenue, 
San Francisco, 415-673-5716. 

The Neighbourhood: W/ Amir Obe, Brock- 
hampton, 8 p.m., $35. Fox Theater 
- Oakland, 1807 Telegraph, Oakland, 
510-548-3010. 


TUESDAY, MAY 10 


Elliphant: 8 p.m., $15. The Independent, 628 
Divisadero, San Francisco, 415-771-1420. 

Lukas Nelson & Promise of the Real: W/ 
Insects vs Robots, 8 p.m., $21. Great 
American Music Hall, 859 O'Farrell, San 
Francisco, 415-885-0750. 

Violent Femmes: 8 p.m., $39.50. The Fill- 
more, 1805 Geary, San Francisco, 415- 
346-6000. 


WEDNESDAY, MAY 11 


Memphis May Fire: W/ We Came As Romans, 
Miss May I, For Today, 7 p.m., $21-$23. The 
Regency Ballroom, 1300 Van Ness Avenue, 
San Francisco, 415-673-5716. 

Violent Femmes: 8 p.m., $39.50. The Fillmore, 
1805 Geary, San Francisco, 415-346-6000. 
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FREE Music Meeting 


BALANCED BREAKFAST 


Join us this week at PianoFight located at 144 Taylor at 8am. For more 
information visit www.blncdbrkfst.com 


Did somebody tell you the Bay Area music scene was dead and now you're 
looking to prove them wrong? We are a group of local music industry pro- 
fessionals that meet for breakfast every Thursday. Attendees talk about ac- 
tions we can employ to will help the Bay Area music scene become a place 
where musicians & industry professionals can make money doing what 
they love. (Music) Meetings are open to anybody that is passionate about 


the Music Industry. 


May 6, 8 p.m., Sold Out. 


DANCE 


Aunt Charlie's Lounge: 133 Turk, San 
Francisco, 415-441-2922. “Tubesteak 
Connection,” w/ DJ Bus Station John, 
9 p.m., $5-$7. 

Beaux: 2344 Market, San Francisco, 415- 
863-4027. “My So-Called Night,” ‘90s 
dance party with VJs Jorge Terez & Becky 
Knox, 9 p.m., free. 

The Cafe: 2369 Market, San Francisco, 
415-621-4434. “Xcess Thursdays,” w/ 
resident DJs Krazy, Becky Knox, and 
Frisko Eddy, 9 p.m., free. 

Cat Club: 1190 Folsom, San Francisco, 415- 
703-8964. “Class of ‘84," w/ DJs Damon, 
Steve Washington, Dangerous Dan, and 
guests, 9 p.m., $8 ($6 before 9:30 p.m.), 
www.facebook.com/pages/Thursday- 
nights-at-Cat-Club/191272240888168. 

The Cellar: 685 Sutter, San Francisco, 415- 
441-5678. "XO," 10 p.m., $5, facebook. 
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com/PartyXO. 

Infusion Lounge: 124 Ellis, San Francisco, 
415-421-8700. “Trend Thursdays,” 10 
p.m., $10. 

Pop’s Bar: 2800 24th St., San Francisco, 
415-872-5160. BFF.fm, w/ Drew Smith. Ro- 
tating BFF.fm DJs spin a variety of tunes 
including indie rock, garage, electronic 
music, and more., 9 p.m., Free, bff.fm. 

Q Bar: 456 Castro, San Francisco, 415-864- 
2877. “#Homo," 9 p.m., free. 

Raven: 1151 Folsom, San Francisco, 415-431- 
1151. 1999," w/ DJ Mark Andrus., 9 p.m., 
Free, facebook.com/1999sf. 

Temple: 540 Howard, San Francisco, 415- 
978-9942. “Next Level Thursdays,” 10 
p.m., free with RSVP. 

The Lister: 77 Cambon Drive, San Francisco, 
415-584-4445. Top 40 Dance Party, w/ 
DJs and MCs., Fridays, 9 p.m.; Thursdays, 
9 p.m., Free. 

Underground SF: 424 Haight, San Fran- 
cisco, 415-864-7386. “Bubble,” 10 p.m., 


Make-Out Room 
on 





THURS MAY 5 6PM FREE 
DJ FOODCOURT PRESENTS 


CINCO DE MAYO FIESTA DE BAILE! 


FOODCOURT SPINS LATIN ROCK FROM 6PM T0 9PM 


DJ SLOPOKE - THE FUNKY CABRON! 
LATIN VIBE, CHICANO ROCK, CUMBIA, 
MEXICAN 60S POP, RANCHERAS, SALSA! 


FRI MAY 6 7:30PM $7 


ABOUT LAST NIGHT 


A ONE NIGHT STAND STORY TELLING SERIES 


FOLLOWING AT 10PM 
$5 BEFORE 11PM, $10 AFTER 


BOOM! SHAK-A-LAK-A 


FUNK, SOUL, DISCO, WAVE, SYNTH-POP, 
HIP-HOP, GROOVE, INTERNATIONAL 
DJ 2SHY-SHY & DJ MELT W/U 

+ SPECIAL GUESTS 


SAT MAY 7 7:30PM $8 


THE SEAGULLS 


(JON’S BIRTHDAY!) 
SAUCY JACKS 


FOLLOWING AT 10PM 
$5 BEFORE 11PM, $10 AFTER 


EL SUPERRITMO! 


DJ EL KOOL KYLE Y DJ ROGER MAS 
CUMBIA, DANCEHALL, HIP-HOP, 
REGGAETON, SALSA BUENA Y MAS! 


SUN MAY 8 7:30PM $8 


ALWAYS CRY4 LOVE, 


NEVER CRY4 PAIN 
A LIVE TRIBUTE 2 PRINCE! 


MON MAY 9 6PM FREE 


DJ RATON ROSE 


ROCK N ROLL AND GLAM FROM THE 50S TO THE 80S! 
FOLLOWING AT 9PM FREE 


WHEEL OF KARAOKE! 


TUES MAY 10 6PM FREE 


D) TONE ARM 
AMPLIFIED SOUL HAPPY HOURS! 
(AIDS LIFECYCLE FUNDRAISER) 


FOLLOWING AT 9:30PM FREE 


SLOW JAMS 


DEEP & SWEET 60S SOUL & STUFF 


RU a) a LTS) | 


WED MAY 11 6PM FREE 
DJ STILL OR SPARKLING? 


FOLLOWING AT 9:30PM FREE 


BURN DOWN THE DISCO! 


80S DANCE PARTY! 
GROOVE, WAVE, GOTH, SYNTH-POP, HIP-HOP 
DJ 2SHY-SHY & DJ MELT W/ U 


3225 22nd ST. @ MISSION SF CA 94110 
415-647-2888 « www.makeoutroom.com 
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ANDREW BIRD 


John Grant 


Wie SYCK USE 


MATISYAHU 


LEWI> BLACK 


THE WARE TRUTH TOUR 


RIGAY 


DECEMBER 2 


FOR MORE INFORMATION PH ats 


Live netrion 


FRIDAY 


a 
fi ‘ 
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Soul, Neo Soul 


MAYER HAWTHORNE 


W/ Gabriel Garzon Montano, 8 p.m., $32.35. Fox Theater - Oakland, 
1807 Telegraph, Oakland, 510-548-3010. 


free, facebook.com/LowerHaightbubble. 


HIP-HOP 


John Colins: 138 Minna, San Francisco, 
415-512-7493. “Groove Theory,” w/ DJ 
Natural & Landol, 10 p.m., free. 

Skylark Bar: 3089 16th St., San Francisco, 
415-621-9294. “Peaches,” w/ Lady DJs 
DeeAndroid, Lady Fingaz, That Girl, 
Umami, Inkfat, and Andre, 10 p.m., free, 


facebook.com/peachesladydjcrew. 


ACOUSTIC 


Bazaar Cafe: 5927 California, San Fran- 
cisco, 415-831-5620. Acoustic Open Mic 


with Josh Beemish, 7 p.m., free. 


415-546-6300. Songwriters in the Round 
with Heather Combs, first Thursday of 
every month, 8 p.m., $8. 

Musicians Union Local 6: 116 Ninth St., San 
Francisco, 415-575-0777. San Francisco 
Singer-Songwriters’ Workshop, hosted 
by Robin Yukiko, first Thursday of every 
month, 6:30 p.m., $25 (free for AFM 
members), meetup.com/singersongwrit- 
ersworkshop. 

Plough & Stars: 116 Clement, San Fran- 
cisco, 415-751-1122. The Shannon Céili 
Band, first Thursday of every month, 
9 p.m., free. 

Revolution Cafe: 3248 22nd St., San Fran- 


cisco, 415-642-0474. Honey of the Heart 


Leed 5 Ldgets fer Cetboe. AY dalek OOS OOd Sohet DOCEs We Sebehdl WH Chafee widow! ecthae. Ai howe ah Sideedl bb mer cates Serve Charged. “Advarce Shes wil 85) 
he avetetis eth) ND SERVICE CHAMGE of Seendas 10 (len 6 3 DOees ot fee PF brece foe ofdce orfy Cluee by phore of 900-745-2008) Beary coe a! Peerster cor 


Hotel Utah: 500 Fourth St., San Francisco, (Justin Ancheta & Maren Metke), first 
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Indie rock, Lo-Fi 


ROGUE WAVE 


Andrew Paynter 


W/ White Cloud, 9 p.m., $26. The Independent, 628 Divisadero, San 


Francisco, 415-771-1420. 


Thursday of every month, 8 p.m. 


JAZZ 


Cigar Bar & Grill: 850 Montgomery, San 
Francisco, 415-398-0850. Free Live 
Jazz Music, Join us every Wednesday & 
Thursday evening for a free Jazz show 
by local Bay Area musicians. Shows 
start at 8pm. Enjoy great food, drinks & 
Jazz., Wednesdays, Thursdays, 8-11 p.m. 
Continues through June 1, Free. 

Jazz Bistro at Les Joulins: 44 Ellis, San 
Francisco, 415-397-5397. Eugene Pliner 
Quartet with Tod Dickow, first and third 
Thursday of every month, 7:30 p.m., free. 

Le Colonial: 20 Cosmo, San Francisco, 
415-931-3600. Steve Lucky & The Rhumba 
Bums, 7:30 p.m. 

The Luggage Store: 1007 Market, San Fran- 
cisco, 415-255-5971. Joshua Marshall, w/ 
The Guthrie Project, 8-10 p.m., $6-$15. 

The Royal Cuckoo: 3202 Mission, San 
Francisco, 415-550-8667. Charlie Siebert 
& Chris Siebert, 7:30 p.m., free. 

Savanna Jazz Club: 2937 Mission, San 
Francisco, 415-285-3369. Savanna Jazz 
Jam with Eric Tillman, 7 p.m., $5. 

Zingari: 501 Post, San Francisco, 415-885- 
8850. Barbara Ochoa, 7:30 p.m., free. 


SFWEEKLY.COM 


INTERNATIONAL 


Pachamama Restaurant: 1630 Powell, 
San Francisco, 415-646-0018. Flamenco 
Fusion World Music Cafe, 8 p.m. 

Sheba Piano Lounge: 1419 Fillmore, San 
Francisco, 415-440-7414. Latin Breeze, 
8:30 p.m. 


BLUES 


Biscuits & Blues: 401 Mason, San Francisco, 
415-292-2583. J.C. Smith Band, 7:30 & 
9:30 p.m., $20. 

The Saloon: 1232 Grant, San Francisco, 
415-989-7666. Christopher Ford, first 
Thursday of every month, 4 p.m.; Eugene 
Huggins, first Thursday of every month, 


9:30 p.m. 


COUNTRY 


Space 550: 550 Barneveld, San Francisco, 
415-550-8286. Sundance Saloon, Gay- 
friendly country dancing, Thursdays, 
6:30 p.m.; Sundays, 5 p.m., $5, sundanc- 


esaloon.org. 


EXPERIMENTAL 


The Luggage Store: 1007 Market, San 
Francisco, 415-255-5971. LSG New Mu- 


sic Series, 8 p.m., $6-$15 sliding scale, 


fiis © 


FOLLOW THE FILLSYIORE 
FACEBOOK: /THEFILLMORE 
TWITTER: GFILLMORESF 
INSTAGRAM: GTHEFILLMORE 


ny 
BLIND GUARDIAN 


GRAVE DIGGER 
WEDNESDAY, OCTOBER 5 


‘eld qius if¢ 1 IS 
\Migiith PANAMA WEODIRG i , 


SUNDAY, MAY 8 


PRIDAY, MAY 13 


DOORS #/ SHOW Ye S22 


HOT BUTTERED RUM 


FRONT COUNTRY, QUILES & CLOUD 


MONDAY, MAY 16 


DOORS 7/ SHOW #« S22) 


TEYANA TAYLOR 


IULESDAY, MAY 17 


DCxwRS 7/ SHOW Re STR IM) 


CHARLES BRADLEY & HIS 
EXTRAORDINAIRES 


MOTHXR 


TUESDAY, MAY 24 


DOORS 7/ SHOW Re S700 


TITUS ANDRONICUS 


LA SERA 


PHURSDAY, MAY 26 


DCw RS 7/ STIOW Re SW 


THE COATHANGERS, PLAGUE VENDOR 


WEDNESDAY, mien i 


IMwES 7/ SHOW Be S2 


MATT CORBY 


ticketmaster.com CHEAP PETE'S 
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—_STHEe,_ 


“FILLMORE 


CELEBRATING 50 YEARS 


1905 GEARY (AT FILLMORE) 
SAN FRANCESCO 
SHOW INFO:415.346-6000 


KARL DENSON’S TINY UNIVERSE 


PERFORMS PRINCE'S DIRTY MIND 
FEATURING ZIEK MCCARTER OF CON BRIO 


SATURDAY, MAY 7 


WITH ROB SONIC & DJ ZONE 
HOMEBOY SANDMAN 
MONDAY, MAY 


SUNDAY, JUNE 5 


DOORS 7/ SHOW Be S22 50 


MODERN BASEBALL 


JOYCE MANOR, THIN LIPS 


PUERSDAY, JUNE 14 


DCwORS 7 SHOW 


EMBLEM3 


THE READY SET, MEGAN NICOLE 


Re S25 1) 


SATURDAY, JUNE 18 


LOU RS 8/ SHOW Y © S29 Ab 


FUNKY METERS 


MONDAY, JULY 


LDKOORS 7/ SHOW & e521 00 


JON BELLION 


THURSDAY, JULY 21 
DOORS 8/ SHOW 9 « $430.00 


AN EVENING WITH 


THEY MIGHT BE GIANTS 


FEATURING APOLLO 18 


SATURDAY, JULY 23 


DCoORS 7/ SHOW & e S38.50 


TOAD THE WET SPROCKET 
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Boom BOOM 
UL 


San Francisco's 
Funkiest Club 


LIVE MUSIC 6 NIGHTS A WEEK 


(open TUE-SUN ‘til 2AM+...& MON with a Fillmore Show) 
“HAPPY HOUR” TUESDAY THRU SUNDAY 
4PM 'til 8PM: 
$4 WELLS /S4 DRAFTS/S3 PBR/S2 OFF ALL LIQUOR 


THURSDAY MAY 5 $7 ADV 


CINCO DE MAYO 


w “HOT DIGGITY DAMN* 
+ ‘THE HOT MOUNTAIN DIPS" 


FRIDAY MAY 6 $10 ADV 


*VICTOR LITTLE'S 
BIG HIT* 
+ "PROJECT QUEUE” 


SATURDAY MAY 7 $10 ADV 


*HIBBITY 
DIBBITY* 


SUNDAY MAY 8 FREEE PARTY! 


“RETURN OF 
THE CYPHER’ 


Freestyle Hip-Hop 
‘DJ KEVVY KEV’ 
“THE GEMSTONE BAND* 


MONDAY MAY 9 FREE 


STAND UP 


COMEDY NIGHT 
w/ DANNY DECHT" 


TUESDAY MAY 10 FREE 
Every 2nd Tuesday of the Month 


*DREW SOUTHERN 
BAND* 
+ SPECIAL GUESTS 


WEDNESDAY MAY 11 FREE 
Every 2nd Wednesday of the Month 


*DR. MOJO* 


1601 FILLMORE ST. AT GEARY, SF 
(415) 673-8000 


boomboomroom.com 
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Indie rock 


EMILY AFTON 


8 p.m., Free Bar Show!. 
The Independent, The 
Chapel Bar,777 Valencia 
Street, San Francisco, 
CA, 94110 


Emily Afton’s voice is 
transporting. Deep and 
smokey, Emily delivers her 
emotive and honest songs 
from a place that feels 
lodged in the past, rooted 
in a dreamy barefoot era. 
You can hear the Georgian 
lineage on her mother’s 
side, conjuring a Southern 
swamp, mixed with urbane 
pop relevance. Oakland 
indie-rock meets an after 


en eee 
\ hours quest for mischief, 


| with ribbons of soul and 
electro-pop interwoven. 


Breaking from her folk-pop start as Emily Moldy, Afton’s band plays 
vocal-driven narratives in the style of Fiona Apple, followed by dark 
synths, and uptempo dance tracks that get crowds dancing. Emily 
spent 2014 writing and recording her first full-length album alongside 
acclaimed Bay Area producers David Earl and Lila Rose whose musical 
garnishes add cinematic depth to the once “sweet singer-songwriter 
music’. This episodic LP laces together her five-year conversation with 
the ghosts of life, love, and death, and is set to be released in 2016. 


outsound.org. 


ROCKABILLY 


Tupelo: 1337 Grant, San Francisco, 415-981- 
9177. Whisky Pills Fiasco, first Thursday 


of every month, 9 p.m. 


FRIDAY 6 


ROCK 


Amnesia: 853 Valencia, San Francisco, 
415-970-0012. Berning Down The House 
- Music Concert For Bernie, FUNRaising 
for Bernie w/ Rafa’s One-Man Band, The 
JENNIFER BAIR BAND & Papa Bear., 7-10 
p.m., $10. 

Bottom of the Hill: 1233 17th St., San 
Francisco, 415-621-4455. A Whilhelm 
Scream, w/ Heartsounds, Get Dead, 9 
p.m., $13-$15. 

Brick & Mortar Music Hall: 1710 Mission, 
San Francisco, 415-800-8782. The Fuxe- 
dos, 9 p.m., $12-$15. 


Johnny Foley's Irish House: 243 O'Farrell 


St., San Francisco, 415-954-0777. Luv 
Bomb, 10 p.m., Free. 

Neck of the Woods: 406 Clement, San 
Francisco, 415-387-6343. FRIENDS W/O 
BENEFITS, w/ Cables & Arms, Daydream, 
9 p.m., $7-$10. 

Slim's: 333 11th St., San Francisco, 415- 
255-0333. Napalm Death, w/ Melvins, 
Melt Banana, Thu., May 5, 8 p.m.; Fri., 
May 6, 8 p.m., Sold Out. 


DANCE 


Beaux: 2344 Market, San Francisco, 415- 
863-4027. “Manimal,” 9 p.m., free before 
10 p.m. 

The Cafe: 2369 Market, San Francisco, 
415-621-4434. “Boy Bar,” 9 p.m., $5, 
guspresents.com. 

Cat Club: 1190 Folsom, San Francisco, 415- 
703-8964. “Strangelove,” New Wave, 
industrial, goth, and gloomy ‘80s with 
DJ Tomas Diablo, first Friday of every 
month, 9:30 p.m., $8 ($5 before 10 p.m.), 


strangelovesf.com. 
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Rap 


AESOP ROCK 


With Rob Sonic and DJ Zone, at 8 p.m., Monday, May 9 at The 


Fillmore. $22.50; thefillmore.com. 


1999 was a big year for underground rapper Aesop Rock. After years of working 
odd jobs — answering phones, packaging artwork, and developing photos — 
the then-23-year-old saved up enough to self-finance his first EP, Appleseed, 
which led to his first record deal. Aside from his penchant for jazzier, down- 
tempo beats, the once-San Francisco-based, now apparently Portland-residing 
Aesop stands out from other rappers due to his verbosity and penchant for 
homonyms (called confusing and difficult to understand by some critics). Case 
in point: A 2014 study found that out of 85 major rap and hip-hop artists, Ae- 
sop Rock had the most extensive vocabulary. This, however, should not be sur- 
prising: Aes regularly reads news and science articles and has a habit of writing 
down words that he finds interesting. He is also not afraid to get emotional and 
candid in his music. His newest album, The Impossible Kid, recorded in a barn in 
Washington state, chronicles the death of a close friend, depression, getting 
closer to the age of 40, and family issues. JS 





Columbus Cafe: 562 Green, San Francisco, 
415-274-2599. SOUL TIME! Funky Soul 
First Fridays, DJ's spinning 1960's & 70's 
FUNK, SOUL, CROSSOVER, NORTHERN 
SOUL, DISCO all on original vinyl 45 
records. Come get your boogie on, on 
the dance floor!, at this exclusive under- 
ground rare soul party. Come experience 
a great landing spot for North Beach First 


Fridays Art Walk. DJ Rodrigo Scandroglio 


(Silver & Black Soul Club - Oakland), DJ 
Victoria (Soul Time! - San Francisco)., 
first Friday of every month, 8:30 p.m.-1 
a.m., Free, 415-274-2599, www.facebook. 
com/BayCitySoul. 

Infusion Lounge: 124 Ellis, San Francisco, 
415-421-8700. “Flight Fridays,” 10 p.m., 
$10. 

Oasis: 298 11th St., San Francisco, 415-985- 
4442. “Polyglamorous,” first Friday of 

SFWEEKLY.COM 


ANOTHER PeANET ENTE RTAINMENT 


YEASAYER 
OCTOBER 27th 


ON SALE FRIDAY! 
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ON SALE FRIDAY! « 


Tickets are syailabia at APEConcerts.com ana Ticketmaster.com 


APEVCONCERTS.VOM 
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every month, 10 p.m., $7-$10. 

Origin: 1538 Fillmore, San Francisco, 415- 
825-0338. “OMGF,"” 9:30 p.m. 

Raven: 1151 Folsom, San Francisco, 415-431- 
1151. “Club Raven,” Every Friday with DJ 
Mark Andrus. Free before 11pm., 9 p.m.-2 
a.m., $10, 415-431-1151, info@ravenbarsf. 
com, www.ravenbarsf.com/. 

S.F. Eagle: 398 12th St., San Francisco, 
415-626-0880. “Vittles,” w/ DJ Bulldog 


Mike, first Friday of every month, 8 p.m. 


415-558-8521. “Soul Funky,” w/ resident 
DJ Kevin Garcia, first Friday of every 
month, 7-10 p.m., free, facebook.com/ 
soulfunkysf. 

The Lister: 77 Cambon Drive, San Francisco, 
415-584-4445. Top 40 Dance Party, w/ 
DJs and MCs., Fridays, 9 p.m.; Thursdays, 


9 p.m., Free. 


ACOUSTIC 


The Chieftain: 198 Fifth St., San Francisco, 
415-615-0916. Ivor Collins, 8 p.m. 


Slate Bar: 2925 16th St., San Francisco, 


MIJA 

VINDATA 
UNLIKE PLUTO 
CHRISTIAN RICH 


Wi-letel 11 (cmt lel’ E- 


1,e18e.conm 


MINNE 
BLOCKHE 
ELIOT LIP 


SOTA 
AD + THRIFTWORKS 
P + DIGITAL RUST 


TOO FUTURE FEATURING 


JACKLNDN (LIVE) 
LOUIS VIVET 
LUCA LUSH 


SOSUPERSAM 
MIKOS DA GAWD + TEEKO 
+ DAILON + AABO 


Oura 
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LATIN SATURDAYS + PURATEVE.COM 


MAY 


7  PURA SATURDAYS 


“AY PURA SATURDAYS 


DJS SEIZE + DSA 


PURA SATURDAYS 


DJ MIDNIGHT 
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Experimental, Ambient 


JULIANNA BARWICK 


The Sports Basement: 610 Old Mason, San 
Francisco, 415-437-0100. “Breakfast with 
Enzo,” w/ Enzo Garcia, 10 a.m., $7, www. 


enzogarcia.com. 


JAZZ 


Bird & Beckett: 653 Chenery, San Fran- 
cisco, 415-586-3733. Don Prell’s SeaBop 
Ensemble, first Friday of every month, 
5:30 p.m., $10 suggested donation per 
adult. 

Cliff House: 1090 Point Lobos, San Fran- 
cisco, 415-386-3330. John Kalleen Group, 
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first Friday of every month, 7 p.m. 

Club Deluxe: 1511 Haight, San Francisco, 
415-552-6949. Lavay Smith & Her Skillet 
Lickin’ Soultet, first Friday of every 
month, 10 p.m. 

Jazz Bistro at Les Joulins: 44 Ellis, San 
Francisco, 415-397-5397. Charles Unger 
Experience, 7:30 p.m., free. 

The Royale: 800 Post, San Francisco, 415- 
441-4099. Wrapped in Plastic, first Friday 
of every month, 9 p.m., free. 

Top of the Mark: One Nob Hill, 999 Califor- 


nia, San Francisco, 415-616-6916. Black 





With Mas Ysa, at 9 p.m., Saturday, May 7, at The Chapel. $15; thechapelsf.com. 


St. Apollonia was a virgin and Christian martyr who was tortured — her teeth were pulled out and shattered, making her the 
patron saint of dentists today — and killed during an uprising against Christians in Egypt in 249 AD. “St. Apollonia” is also 
the name of the first track off of singer-composer Julianna Barwick’s reverb-soaked new album, Will. Recorded late at night 
in Lisbon, Portugal, under a train underpass, “St. Apollonia” is just as haunting as the virgin martyr’s story. Unintelligible 
murmurings and wails are looped into harmonies against a backdrop of cavernous synthesizers and plaintive piano melo- 
dies. Barwick, who resides in Brooklyn, can perhaps best be compared to ambient pioneer Brian Eno, ‘90s classical-experi- 
mental band Rachel’s, and the defunct soft-noise act Dolphins Into The Future. Her music is weird and lyric-less, and evokes 
a number of emotions from instrumentals alone. While 2013’s Nepenthe featured a string ensemble and a choir of teenage 
girls, Willis heavier and more morose. She recorded the album in three different places: at an old house in upstate New York 
in the dead of winter, at Moog Factory in Asheville, North Carolina, and in her friend’s newly built studio in Lisbon. If you’re 
looking for something evocative and enigmatic, you can’t go wrong with Barwick. Jessie Schiewe 


Market Jazz Orchestra, 9 p.m., $10. 
Zingari: 501 Post, San Francisco, 415-885- 


8850. Joyce Grant, 8 p.m., free. 


INTERNATIONAL 


Bissap Baobab: 3372 19th St., San Fran- 
cisco, 415-826-9287. “Paris-Dakar Af- 
rican Mix Coupe Decale,” 10 p.m., $5. 

Space 550: 550 Barneveld, San Francisco, 
415-550-8286. “Dance Fridays,” weekly 
salsa & bachata party, 7:30 p.m., face- 


book.com/DanceSalsaOnFriday. 
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Weird Rap 


ROME FORTUNE 


With the Range, at 8 p.m., Thursday, May 5, at Rickshaw Stop. $15; rickshawstop.com. 


Twenty-seven-year-old Atlanta rapper Rome Fortune is really pushing his upcoming tour. He changed his Twitter name to 
“on tour soon” and added the phrase “(buy tickets to my tour now)” to the title of his newest song on SoundCloud. If this 
comes across as pushy and desperate, it shouldn’t. The burgeoning rapper is merely excited — after all, it’s only his third-ever 
tour. (He toured with the indie-rock group Glass Animals in 2014 and with Iamsu! the following year.) Hustling is something 
Fortune knows well. During his four-year (and counting) career, he’s self-released nine EPs and albums, nabbed collabora- 
tions with big-name Atlanta rappers [LoveMakonnen and OG Maco, and had one of his mixtapes, Beautiful Pimp, named as 
one of Pitchfork’s “Overlooked Mixtapes of 2013.” At times, Fortune’s rapping is so fast it sounds like a jumble; at others, it’s 
so laidback and laissez-faire that he could be rapping from a chaise lounge on a beach in Bermuda. Though you could classify 
Fortune’s music as hip-hop, he also dabbles in electronic, trap, experimental, and R&B. Sure, he may not be as famous as 
other rappers his age, but he’s doing pretty damn well for someone who only just started making music a few years ago. JS 


BLUES 


Biscuits & Blues: 401 Mason, San Francisco, 
415-292-2583. B.B. King Tribute, w/Billy 
Big Daddy Cade & B.B. King’s rhythm 
guitarist Charles “Tuna” Dennis, Fri., 
May 6, 7:30 & 10 p.m.; Sat., May 7, 7:30 
& 10 p.m.; Sun., May 8, 7&9 p.m., $24. 

LEVYstudio: 19 Heron, San Francisco, 
415-701-1300. Friday Night Blues, weekly 
blues dance lessons and DJ party, 8 p.m., 
$11-$15, sundownblues.com/friday-night- 
blues.html. 


The Saloon: 1232 Grant, San Francisco, 


SFWEEKLY.COM 


415-989-7666. Lisa Kindred, first Friday 
of every month, 4 p.m.; Lonnie’s Eggs, 
first Friday of every month, 9:30 p.m. 
Tupelo: 1337 Grant, San Francisco, 415-981- 
9177. Jinx Jones & The KingTones, first 


Friday of every month, 9 p.m. 


EXPERIMENTAL 
Audium: 1616 Bush, San Francisco, 415-771- 
1616. Audium 9, 8:30 p.m., $20. 
SOUL 


Edinburgh Castle: 950 Geary, San Fran- 
cisco, 415-885-4074. “Take a Trip: Old 


Music for Dance People,” w/ DJ John 
Diaz, 10 p.m., free, facebook.com/take- 
atripeveryfriday. 

The Knockout: 3223 Mission, San Fran- 
cisco, 415-550-6994. “Oldies Night,” 
w/ DJs Primo, Daniel, Lost Cat, friends, 
first and third Friday of every month, 
10 p.m., $5, www.facebook.com/ 


groups/39432821853. 


SATURDAY 7 


ROCK 


Bottom of the Hill: 1233 17th St., San 


Francisco, 415-621-4455. MegaFlame, w/ 

The Incidentals, Bond Girl, 9 p.m., $12. 
Johnny Foley's Irish House: 243 O'Farrell 

St., San Francisco, 415-954-0777. The 


Back Pages, 10 p.m., Free. 


DANCE 


Cat Club: 1190 Folsom, San Francisco, 
415-703-8964. “Leisure,” w/ DJs Aaron 
& Omar, first Saturday of every month, 10 
p.m., $8, www.popscene-sf.com. 


DNA Lounge: 375 11th St., San Francisco, 


DRINKS « FOOD « MUSIC. 
OPEN MIC EVERY MONDAY FREE AT 8 


THURS 5/5 7 PM Si2 ADV/ $14 DOOR 


SH 
WITH SEAN LEAHY TRIO 


FRI 5/6 8PM $25 ADV / $27 DOOR 


ROGUE WAVE 
WITH SEA KNIGHT 


SUN 5/8 7PM $30 STANDING / $40 SEATED 


HAL KETCHUM 
WITH JENNER FOX 


TUE 5/10 7 PM S12 ADV/ $14 DOOR 
MENEW 
WED 5/I1 7PM $20 ADV/ $25 DOOR 


A SALUTE TO MERLE HAGGARD 
FEAT. TIM BLUHM (moTHER HIPs), 


GREG LOIACONO, STEVE ADAMS 
(NICKI BLUHM), DAVE BROGAN (1) 
JASON CROSBY & MoRE 


THURS 5/12-SAT 5/14 7PM $40 ADV/ $45 DOOR 


STEVE KIMOCK & FRIENDS 
FEAT JEFF CHIMENTI, BOBBY VEGA, JAY 
LANE, LESLIE MENDELSON & MORE 


TUES 5/17 7PM S10 ADV / $12 DOOR 


EDGE OF THE WEST 
CD RELEASE PARTY 


THURS 5/19 7PM $18 ADV / $20 DOOR 


CRYPTICAL AND FRIENDS 
RECREATING THE GRATEFUL DEAD’S 
LEGENDARY 5/19/74 SHOW FROM THE 
PORTLAND MEMORIAL COLISEUM 


SAT 5/21 8PM $32 ADV / $37 DOOR 
NARADA MICHAEL WALDEN 


415-388-3850 | SWEETWE 





THE WARFIELD 


THEWARFIELDTHEATRE.COM 
982 MARKET STREET 
WARRIELD BOX OFFICE OPEN SUNDAYS 104M - 4PM 


ON SALE FRIDAY’ 


GOJIRA 
TESSERACT 
OCTOBER 7 


ANDREW DICE CLAY 
MAY 7 


5.15 AN AFTERNOON WITH 
MICHAEL MOORE 


5.20 AMON AMARTH 
ENTOMBED A.D. * EXMORTUS 


5.21 MAC DEMARCO 


JAMES FERRARO 
CHARLIE HILTON 


THE REGENCY BALLROOM 


THEREGENCYBALLROOM.COM 
1300 VAN HESS at SUTTER 


ON SALE FRIDAY: 


PARQUET COURTS 
AUGUST 22 


FAT JOE & REMY MA 
A TRIBUTE TO BIG PUN 


BEHEMOTH 
MYRKUR 


MOTION CITY SOUNDTRACK 
THE SPILL CANVAS 
MICROWAVE 


MEMPHIS MAY FIRE 
WE CAME AS ROMANS 
MISS MAY | * FOR TODAY 


HATEBREED 
DEVILDRIVER * DEVIL YOU KNOW 


TIGER ARMY 


PVRIS 
LYDIA * CRUISR 
BEACH WEATHER 


FRIGHTENED RABBIT 
CAVEMAN 


BARONESS 
YOUTH CODE 


ALUNAGEORGE 
KITARA 


emarGe AXS 


SOLDENVOICE.COM 
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415-626-1409. “Bootie S.F.,"" 9 p.m., $10- 
$20, bootiesf.com. 

El Rio: 3158 Mission, San Francisco, 415- 
282-3325. “Hard French,” w/ DJs Carnita 
& Brown Amy, first Saturday of every 
month, 2 p.m., $7, hardfrench.com. 

The Empire Room: 555 Golden Gate, San 
Francisco. “Empire Ballroom,” 9 p.m., 
$20 before 11 p.m., empireballroomsf. 
com. 

The EndUp: 401 Sixth St., San Francisco, 
415-646-0999. “Ibiza Day Club,” 2 p.m., 


ibizadayclub.com; “Rel8,” first Saturday 
of every month, 10 p.m. 

Holy Cow: 1535 Folsom, San Francisco, 
415-621-6087. Holy Cow Saturday, Enjoy 
your favorite Hip Hop & Club Hits at high 
volume!, 10 p.m.-2 a.m., Free. 

Infusion Lounge: 124 Ellis, San Francisco, 
415-421-8700. “Infusion Saturdays,” 10 
p.m.-2 a.m., $10. 

Lookout: 3600 16th St., San Francisco, 
415-703-9751. “Bounce!,” 9 p.m., $3. 

Madrone Art Bar: 500 Divisadero, San 


CUsnVERSE 


Francisco, 415-241-0202. “The Prince & 
Michael Experience,” w/ DJ Dave Paul, 
first Saturday of every month, 9 p.m., 
$5, www.bombhiphop.com/PvsM.html. 

S.F. Eagle: 398 12th St., San Francisco, 415- 
626-0880. “Spitroast,” first Saturday of 
every month, 9 p.m. 

The Stud: 399 Ninth St., San Francisco, 
415-863-6623. “Go Bang!,” w/ DJs Sergio 
Fedasz, Steve Fabus, Prince Wolf, and 
guests, first Saturday of every month, 


9 p.m., $10 (free before 10 p.m.), go- 


RIN TIN-IGER 


DANTE ELEPRANTE. 


SATURDAY MAY 14. 2PM. FREE SHOW 


AMOEBA MUSIC 
1855 HAIGHT ST. 
SAN FRANCISCO, CA 94117 


AMOEBA.COM 
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bangsf.com. 

The Lister: 77 Cambon Drive, San Francisco, 
415-584-4445. 80's and 90’s Throwback 
Party, w/ DJs and MCs., 9 p.m., Free. 

Underground SF: 424 Haight, San Fran- 
cisco, 415-864-7386. “Push the Feeling,” 
w/ residents Yr Skull & Kevin Meenan, 
first Saturday of every month, 9 p.m., 


facebook.com/pushthefeeling. 


HIP-HOP 


Edinburgh Castle: 950 Geary, San Fran- 
cisco, 415-885-4074. “Candy Rain,” 
first and third Saturday of every month, 
10 p.m., $3. 

John Colins: 138 Minna, San Francisco, 
415-512-7493. “| Love The City,"’ w/ DJs 
Sean G & Z-Mo, first Saturday of every 
month, 10 p.m. 


ACOUSTIC 


Atlas Cafe: 3049 20th St., San Francisco, 
415-648-1047. Craig Ventresco and/ 
or Meredith Axelrod, Saturdays, 4-6 
p.m., free. 

The Chieftain: 198 Fifth St., San Francisco, 
415-615-0916. Damir, 8 p.m. 

Plough & Stars: 116 Clement, San Francisco, 
415-751-1122. “Americana Jukebox,” first 
Saturday of every month, 9 p.m., $6-$10, 


shelbyashpresents.net. 


JAZZ 


Bird & Beckett: 653 Chenery, San Fran- 
cisco, 415-586-3733. The Smith Dobson 
Quartet, first Saturday of every month, 
7:30 p.m., $10. 

Burritt Room: 417 Stockton, San Francisco, 
415-400-0555. Kamikaze Butterfly, 7 p.m. 

Jazz Bistro at Les Joulins: 44 Ellis, San 
Francisco, 415-397-5397. Bill “Doc” 
Webster & Jazz Nostalgia, 7:30 p.m., free. 

Sheba Piano Lounge: 1419 Fillmore, San 
Francisco, 415-440-7414. The Robert 


Stewart Experience, 9 p.m. 


INTERNATIONAL 


1015 Folsom: 1015 Folsom, San Francisco, 


415-991-1015. “Pura,” 9 p.m., $20, pu- 


raclub.com. 

Balancoire: 2565 Mission, San Francisco 
415-920-0577. Tango Brunch, 11 a.m., $1( 
for tango lesson (free dance after 1 p.m.) 

Bissap Baobab: 3372 19th St., San Fran 
cisco, 415-826-9287. “Paris-Dakar Af 
rican Mix Coupe Decale," 10 p.m., $5. 

Caffe Trieste: 601 Vallejo, San Francisco 
415-392-6739. Caffe Trieste Saturday) 
Concert, 2 p.m. 

Make-Out Room: 3225 22nd St., San Fran 
cisco, 415-647-2888. “El SuperRitmo,’ 
w/ DJs Roger Mas & EI Kool Kyle, 1¢ 
p.m., $5-$10. 

Space 550: 550 Barneveld, San Fran 
cisco, 415-550-8286. “Club Fuego,” & 
p.m., facebook.com/pages/Club-Fuego 


Space-550/216021538521870. 


BLUES 


Atlas Cafe: 3049 20th St., San Francisco 
415-648-1047. Blind Lemon Pledge, firs’ 
Saturday of every month, 7 p.m., free. 

Biscuits & Blues: 401 Mason, San Francisco 
415-292-2583. B.B. King Tribute, w/Bill; 
Big Daddy Cade & B.B. King's rhythn 
guitarist Charles “Tuna” Dennis, Fri. 
May 6, 7:30 & 10 p.m.; Sat., May 7, 7:3( 
& 10 p.m.; Sun., May 8, 7 & 9 p.m., $24. 

Hotel Utah: 500 Fourth St., San Francisco 
415-546-6300. Low Sky Echo, 9 p.m.-mid 
night, $10. 

Lou’s Fish Shack: 300 Jefferson, Sar 
Francisco, 415-771-5687. Willie G, 8 p.m 

Neck of the Woods: 406 Clement, Sar 
Francisco, 415-387-6343. Quiet Life, w, 
Farallons, Assateague, 9 p.m., $12-$15. 

The Saloon: 1232 Grant, San Francisco 
415-989-7666. The Jukes, first Saturday 
of every month, 4 p.m.; Daniel Castro 


first Saturday of every month, 9:30 p.m 


BLUEGRASS 


Plough & Stars: 116 Clement, San Francisco 
415-751-1122. Americana Jukebox, w, 
Sweetwater String Band, 9 p.m.-mid 


night, $6-$10. 


COUNTRY 
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_DUMPSTAPHUNK | 
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Stefan Aronsen 


Day Wave at The Independent : SAT, MAY 7 


ROGUE WAVE’ " 
WHITE CLOUD 
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SUN, MAY 8 


GIVERS 


ANNA WISE 


FRL MAY 13 THU, MAY 26 
EP RELEASE SHOW 


VIDA ODDISEE 


MIKOS DA GAWD. RICHIE CUNNI ; "WEB JUN1 
DREGS ONE HOSTED BY BQUIPTO DIGITALISM 


SUN MAY 15 


THUJUN 2 
BOB MOULD CLUB CHUCKLES PRESENTS: 
MIKE KROL COMEDY NIGHT AT THE INDY 


Stefan Aronsen DAMIEN JURADO Mohs A ESSER 
Hot Flash Heat Wave at The Independent & THE HEAVY LIGHT 





PRIJUN 3 SAT JUNE 4 & =F alias 5 
UNDERCOVER 


THREE NIGHTS! 
RADIOHEAD'S KID A 


Slim's: 333 11th St., San Francisco, 415-255- Elbo Room: 647 Valencia, San Francisco, The Fillmore: 1805 Geary, San Francisco, ENCORE TRIBUTE 


0333. Whitey Morgan, w/ Cody Jinks, 9 415-552-7788. “Saturday Night Soul 415-346-6000. Magic Man, w/ The Gris- THA AY 19 


FRUIT BATS 


p.m., $26. Party,” w/ DJs Lucky, Phengren Oswald, wolds, Panama Wedding, 7:30 p.m., KYLE CRAFT 


EXPERIMENTAL and Paul Paul, first Saturday of every $22.50. sife) |e) = REDHEAD 


POM 
Audium: 1616 Bush, San Francisco, 415-771- month, 10 p.m., $10 ($5 in formal attire). | Johnny Foley's Irish House: 243 O'Farrell DRALMS THE GREETING COMMITTEE 


1616 Audium 9 8:30 p m $20 St San Francisco 415-954-0777 Sweet 420 OIVISADERO ST. Al MATES, SAM FRANCISCO PCKETS THCMETFLY.COM & 877.415.9049 


OF AT SOR OFFICE MONDAT FRIDAY TAM « OPM LTO PM ON BROW NIGHTS, 
SUNDAY 8 saints | ; 


Talk Sun May 8 10 p m.: Thu May 12 hrc 498.773.1491 4lLi Sues 214 OONTEAL APMISSION . VERF LIMITED SEATING 
SOUL PAID PARKING LO PAMHANDLE PARKING Oh GAREP SETWEEN FELL B&B CAP 


ROCK 10 p.m. “AMOTWER Plane T ONTOS Tein ee NT - APOC OMCERTS oe G wees conmesesere —ve Oe-- 
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DANCE 


Beaux: 2344 Market, San Francisco, 415- 
863-4027. “Big Top,” 9 p.m., free. 

The Edge: 4149 18th St., San Francisco, 
415-863-4027. “Kick It!: ‘80s at 8,” w/ 
DJ MC2, 8 p.m. 

The EndUp: 401 Sixth St., San Francisco, 
415-646-0999. “Sundaze,” 1 p.m., free 
before 3 p.m; “The Rhythm Room,” 
second Sunday of every month, 8 p.m. 


F8: 1192 Folsom, San Francisco, 415-857- 


1192. “Stamina,” w/ DJs Lukeino, Jamal, 
and guests, 10 p.m., free, staminasun- 
days.com. 

The Knockout: 3223 Mission, San Francisco, 
415-550-6994. “Sweater Funk," 10 p.m., 
free, facebook.com/sweaterfunk. 

Lookout: 3600 16th St., San Francisco, 415- 
703-9751. “Jock,” Sundays, 3-8 p.m., $2. 

MatrixFillmore: 3138 Fillmore, San Fran- 
cisco, 415-563-4180. “Bounce,” 10 p.m., 
facebook.com/BounceSundays. 


Slide: 430 Mason, San Francisco, 415-421- 


THE GREATEST MASHUP PARTY IN THE UNIVERSE 


BOOTIE PAYS TRIBUTE TO 
KESHA BY MASHING HER UP 
THROUGHOUT THE NIGHT! 


11PM: BURLESQUE SHOW 


HUBBA HUBBA 


REVUE 
ft. WILY MINX BURLESQUE 
with EMCEE KINGFISH 


MAIN ROOM MASHUP DJs: 


TRIPP 
TYME 


LOUNGE: 


PARTY KILLERS 


DJs: PARTY BEN & MYKILL 


ABOVE: 
LAS BAYGAS 


o/s: AJAX, LORENZO, TURNSTYLZ 


DAZZLE ROOM: 


DAMN GINA! 


with: DJ FOX 2 KOOL KARLO 


SATURDAY MAY 7 


FOUR ROOMS - ONE PRICE! 
375 ELEVENTH STREET @ HARRISON, SF - 21+ w/ ID 
OPM-AFTERHOURS : $10 BEFORE 10PM - BOOTIESF.COM 
SKIP THE LINE! $15 ADWANCE TIX @ DNALOUVGE,COM 
FREE BOOTIE MASHUP CDs TO THE FIRST 100 PEOPLE! 
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1916. “Replay Sundays,” 9 p.m., free. 


HIP-HOP 


Boom Boom Room: 1601 Fillmore, San 
Francisco, 415-673-8000. “Return of the 
Cypher,” 9:30 p.m., free. 

Double Dutch: 3192 16th St., San Francisco, 
415-503-1670. “Select Sundays,” w/ DJs 
Landol & Natural, 10 p.m. 


ACOUSTIC 


Bazaar Cafe: 5927 California, San Fran- 
cisco, 415-831-5620. Ukuladies & Gen- 
tlemen, second Sunday of every month, 
6 p.m., free, https://www.facebook.com/ 
ukuladiesngents. 

The Chieftain: 198 Fifth St., San Francisco, 
415-615-0916. Traditional Irish Session, 
6 p.m. 

The Lucky Horseshoe: 453 Cortland, San 
Francisco. Bernal Mountain Bluegrass 
Jam, 4p.m., free. 

Plough & Stars: 116 Clement, San Francisco, 


415-751-1122. Seisiun, 9 p.m. 


SICQCL 


CLOTHING 
SUPERSTORE 


2366 MISSION ST. 
(BETWEEN 19th & 20th) 


SAN FRANCISCO 
415.824.7729 


www.zootsuitstore.com 
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JAZZ 


Doc’s Lab: 124 Columbus, San Francisco, 
415-649-6191. Electric Squeezebox Or- 
chestra, 6 p.m., free. 

Jazz Bistro at Les Joulins: 44 Ellis, San 
Francisco, 415-397-5397. Bill “Doc” 
Webster & Jazz Nostalgia, 7:30 p.m., free. 

Madrone Art Bar: 500 Divisadero, San 
Francisco, 415-241-0202. Sunday Ses- 
sions, 10 p.m., free. 

The Royal Cuckoo: 3202 Mission, San 
Francisco, 415-550-8667. Lavay Smith 
& Chris Siebert, 7:30 p.m., free. 

Savanna Jazz Club: 2937 Mission, San 
Francisco, 415-285-3369. Savanna Jazz 
Jam with Eric Tillman, Danny Castro, and 


Nick Fishman, 7 p.m., $5. 


INTERNATIONAL 
Bissap Baobab: 3372 19th St., San Fran- 
cisco, 415-826-9287. “Brazil & Beyond,” 
7 p.m., free. 


El Rio: 3158 Mission, San Francisco, 415- 


Micralall 


WORLD ‘HEAVYWEIGHT 


SATURDAY 
MAY 14TH 
7PM - $10 DOOR COVER 4 


3200 24TH ST @ S. VAN NESS 
415-550-7510 
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Stefan Aronsen 


The Unauthorized Rolling Stones at The Great American Music Hall 


282-3325. Salsa Sundays, second and 
fourth Sunday of every month, 3 p.m., 
$8-$10. 

Revolution Cafe: 3248 22nd St., San Fran- 
cisco, 415-642-0474. The Balkan Evening, 
8:30 p.m. 

Thirsty Bear Brewing Company: 661 
Howard, San Francisco, 415-974-0905. 
The Flamenco Room, 7:30 & 8:30 p.m. 


Bimbe's 


365 Club" 
12S COLUMBUS AT CHESTNUT, SAN FRANCISCO 
(475) 634-0965 / WW BIMBOS 2050208. COM 


WED MAY 11 +S20+18 & UP 


LOU DOILLON 


DANIEL BLUE OF MOTOPONY 
FRI MAY 20 & SAT MAY 21 +S25+ 21 & UP 


TAINTED LOVE 


FRI 5/20: EVOLUTION 
SAT 5/21: JOYRIDE 


WED MAY 25 *528* 21 4 UP 


THE JAMES 
HUNTER SIX 


HAROLD RAY LIVE IN CONCERT 


FOOD SESUICE AVEILAGLE AT AL) SOOWS + 2 O28 A 
VFS, CERI OMTED SEAT TC MURS OT THE OB 
VF LOG 4PM + DORETS COLNE. WPW_ERMEDS 2 SCLUG OOM 
BIMGO'S 15 AVAILABLE FOR SPECIAL EVENTS 
AND PRIVATE PARTIES! 455 47¢ 0365 cer 18 


Y 
Je 
O 





SFWEEKLY.COM 





BLUES 


Biscuits & Blues: 401 Mason, San Francisco, 


415-292-2583. B.B. King Tribute, w/Billy 





\ } 





DRINIS 


Big Daddy Cade & B.B. King’s rhythm 
guitarist Charles “Tuna” Dennis, Fri., 
May 6, 7:30 & 10 p.m.; Sat., May 7, 7:30 
& 10 p.m.; Sun., May 8, 7&9 p.m., $24. 


PHIESTA FOR PHILANTHROPHY 
(LEUKEMIA & LYMPHOMA SOCIETY) 
CINCO DE MAYO DANCE KARAOKE 


SOUL FUNKY 
EAT MOOSELINI THE SOUL FASCIST 
MUZIK CITY 


RRIORS VS TRAILBLAZERS 
ELECTRIC RELAXATION FROM SOUL MOTION 


ANDIT! 
WEEKLY QUEER DANCE PARTY 


WARRIORS VS TRAILBLAZERS 
LIVE EVENT TRIVIA 
_ i 


e, 


HAREM OU R 
bla ClALS 


PM 
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Club Deluxe: 1511 Haight, San Francisco, 
415-552-6949. The Luxomatics, 6 p.m., 
free, facebook.com/TheLuxomatics. 

The Saloon: 1232 Grant, San Francisco, 
415-989-7666. Blues Power, 4 p.m.; The 
Door Slammers, second Sunday of every 
month, 9:30 p.m. 

Sheba Piano Lounge: 1419 Fillmore, San 
Francisco, 415-440-7414. Bohemian 
Knuckleboogie, 8:30 p.m., free. 

Swig: 571 Geary, San Francisco, 415-931- 
7292. Sunday Blues Jam with Ed Ivey, 9 
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TUESDAY-FRIDAY 5:30 - 8:30 
LOUNGE UPSTAIRS . CLUB DOWNSTAIRS. 


MONARCHSF.COM 





FEATURING: PLINY THE ELDER...ALL DAY, EVERYDAY 
KITCHEN OPEN MON - SAT AT 4:00 PM 





/7 BURN RIVER BURN 
(ALBUM RELEASE) 
DISASTROID 


10P °$5 


9/8 SCHLITZ INDUSTRY NIGHT 
$4 SHOTS OF FERNET BRANCA, 

$2 SCHLITZ BOTTLES, 

$5 SHOTS BULLEIT BOURBON, 

$3 STOLI SHAKEY SHOTS 

5/9 MOJITO MONDAYS 
$5 MOJITOS ALL DAY 

AN ASS-END HAPPY HOUR 

11 PM TO 2 AM 

$1 OFF DRAFT/WELL 

9/10 TEQUILA TWO-WHEELED TUESDAYS 
$6 SHOT OF TEQUILA WITH 

A CAN OF TECATE 

5/11 WHISKEY WEDNESDAYS 
$5 PBR AND WHISKEY SHOT 

ALL NIGHT LONG 


BENDERS BAR & GRILL 
806 S. VAN NESS @ 19TH * 415.824.1800 


%* MON-THU 4PM-2AM ~* FRI-SUN 2PM-2AM *& 
> WWW.BENDERSBAR.COM * 





LILY & 


MADELEINE 
MAY TITH 


ak. 


GON AMISH JPM 





www.swedishamericanhall.com 
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p.m., free, facebook.com/swigjam. 


COUNTRY 


Space 550: 550 Barneveld, San Francisco, 
415-550-8286. Sundance Saloon, Gay- 
friendly country dancing, Thursdays, 
6:30 p.m.; Sundays, 5 p.m., $5, sundanc- 


esaloon.org. 


MONDAY 9 


ROCK 


Johnny Foley's Irish House: 243 O'Farrell 
St., San Francisco, 415-954-0777. Damir, 


10 p.m. 


DANCE 


Beaux: 2344 Market, San Francisco, 415- 
863-4027. “Opulence,” 9 p.m., free. 

DNA Lounge: 375 11th St., San Francisco, 
415-626-1409. “Death Guild,” 18+ dance 
party with DJs Decay, Joe Radio, Melting 
Girl, & guests, 9:30 p.m., $3-$5, www. 
deathguild.com. 

Madrone Art Bar: 500 Divisadero, San 
Francisco, 415-241-0202. “"M.O.M. (Mo- 
town on Mondays)," w/ DJ Gordo Cabeza 
& Timoteo Gigante, 8 p.m., free, www. 
motownonmondays.com. 

Monarch: 101 Sixth St., San Francisco, 415- 
284-9774. Manic Mondays, w/ Vinroc, 
DKTRUKT, and Mei-Lwun, 6 p.m. continues 
through May 23, Free before lipm. 

Oasis: 298 11th St., San Francisco, 415- 
985-4442. “Beat It!: An ‘80s Night,” 8 


p.m., free. 


ACOUSTIC 


Amnesia: 853 Valencia, San Francisco, 
415-970-0012. The Pick Bluegrass Jam, 
second Monday of every month, 6 p.m., 
free, www.thepicksf.com/jam.aspx; Steep 
Ravine, second Monday of every month, 
9 p.m., free. 

Hotel Utah: 500 Fourth St., San Francisco, 
415-546-6300. Open Mic with Brendan 
Getzell, 8 p.m., free. 

The Saloon: 1232 Grant, San Francisco, 


415-989-7666. Peter Lindman, 4 p.m. 


JAZZ 


Burritt Room: 417 Stockton, San Francisco, 
415-400-0555. Terry Disley’s Rocking 
Jazz Trio, 6 p.m., free. 

Jazz Bistro at Les Joulins: 44 Ellis, San 
Francisco, 415-397-5397. Eugene Pliner 
Quartet with Tod Dickow, 7:30 p.m., free. 

Le Colonial: 20 Cosmo, San Francisco, 
415-931-3600. Le Jazz Hot, 7 p.m., free. 

Sheba Piano Lounge: 1419 Fillmore, San 
Francisco, 415-440-7414. Steve Nelson 


Trio Jam Session, 8 p.m. 


INTERNATIONAL 


Neck of the Woods: 406 Clement, San Fran- 
cisco, 415-387-6343. SalsaCrazy Dance 
Night, w/ lessons by Evan Margolin, 7 


p.m., $60/four weeks, www.dancesf.com. 


REGGAE 


Skylark Bar: 3089 16th St., San Francisco, 
415-621-9294. “Skylarking,” w/ I&l Vi- 
bration, 10 p.m., free, facebook.com/ 


ivibesound. 


BLUES 


Elite Cafe: 2049 Fillmore, San Francisco, 
415-673-5483. “Fried Chicken & Blues,” 
6:30 p.m. 

The Saloon: 1232 Grant, San Francisco, 


415-989-7666. The Bachelors, 9:30 p.m. 


TUESDAY 10 


DANCE 


Aunt Charlie’s Lounge: 133 Turk, San 
Francisco, 415-441-2922. “High Fantasy,” 
w/ DJ Myles Cooper, drag performances, 
more, 10 p.m., $5, facebook.com/high- 
fantasy. 

Beaux: 2344 Market, San Francisco, 415- 
863-4027. “Cock Shot,” 9 p.m., free. 
DNA Lounge: 375 1ith St., San Francisco, 
415-626-1409. “Sequence,” 18+ dance 
party, 9 p.m., $7-$10, sequence-sf.com. 

Harlot: 46 Minna, San Francisco, 415- 
777-1077. “Tutu Tuesday,” w/ resident 


DJ Atish, second Tuesday of every 


SFWEEKLY.COM 


Punk-Rock 


THE VIOLENT FEMMES 


At 8 p.m., Tuesday, May 10 and Wednesday, May 11, at The Fillmore. $39.50; thefillmore.com. 


How long has it been since the Violent Femmes released an album? Well, when Freak Magnet came out, there was no Face- 
book; Barack Obama was an Illinois state senator; and people could still buy CDs from Tower Records (remember CDs?). 
Now, with We Can Do Anything, the Femmes are back from a 16-year studio absence, bringing with them the contagious lo-fi 
sound that made songs like “Blister in the Sun” and “Add It Up” the anthems of choice for many Gen-X teenagers. In the years 
since Freak Magnet, the band has created a new following inspired by its evergreen ethos of sarcastic folk and spiritualist 
punk. After the resounding success of their 2013 reunion performance at Coachella, they’re back on tour and ready to rock to 
the sweet sounds of dysfunction. Their new tracks embody the live acoustic feel that permeates their early releases, resulting 
in an album that reaffirms the Violent Femmes as an ‘80s band that is also right at home in the present. Zack Ruskin 


SFWEEKLY.COM 


month, 9 p.m., $10 ($2 in a tutu before 
11 p.m.), facebook.com/pages/Tutu-Tues- 
day/110253389062224. 

Infusion Lounge: 124 Ellis, San Francisco, 
415-421-8700. “Startup Tuesdays,” 10 
p.m., free with RSVP. 

Monarch: 101 Sixth St., San Francisco, 
415-284-9774. “Soundpieces,” 10 p.m., 
facebook.com/soundpieces. 

Q Bar: 456 Castro, San Francisco, 415- 
864-2877. “Switch,” w/ DJs Jenna Riot 
& Andre, 9 p.m., free before 10 p.m., 
facebook.com/switch.sf. 

Swig: 571 Geary, San Francisco, 415-931- 
7292. “BoomSwing Tuesdays,” w/ DJ 
Tyler Ryan, 9 p.m., free, mixcloud.com/ 
DJTR. 

Underground SF: 424 Haight, San Fran- 
cisco, 415-864-7386. “Shelter,” 10 p.m., 


free, www.facebook.com/shelter.sf. 


HIP-HOP 


Raven: 1151 Folsom, San Francisco, 415-431- 


1151. “Phat Tuesday,” w/ DJs Scotty Fox 


Boozelane 


COCKTAILS ~ BEER 
PATIO — POOL 
SHUFFLE BOARD 


OPEN NOON » 2 AM 
7 DAYS A WEEK 
HAPPY HOUR 
M-F 12 NOON ® 7 PM 


UPSTAIRS BAR 
AVAILABLE FOR 
PRIVATE PARTIES 


510 LARKIN at turk 
the tenderloin 


415 926 8118 
boozeland 
emperornortons.com 





& Clinton Lee, 8 p.m., free. 


ACOUSTIC 


Madrone Art Bar: 500 Divisadero, San 
Francisco, 415-241-0202. The Crow Eat- 
ers, 7 p.m., free. 

Plough & Stars: 116 Clement, San Francisco, 
415-751-1122. Seisiun, 9 p.m. 

The Rite Spot Cafe: 2099 Folsom, San 
Francisco, 415-552-6066. Craig Ventresco 
& Meredith Axelrod, second Tuesday of 


every month, 8:30 p.m., free. 


¢ MEZZANINE 


444 JESSIE STREE! 


FRI MAY 6-9 PM 
FRI MAY 13-9 PM 


ij 
WED MAY 18- 9PM 


FOUR TET 

CUT CHEMIST 
TRANCEFAMILY 6 YR: ASTRIX 
YOUNG THUG (AFTERPARTY)} 
VICERDY 

SASY MANKAN 

BOB MOSES (NIGHT 1) 

BOB MOSES (NIGHT 2) 


MEZZANIWNESE.COM 1 415.625.8880 | 214 
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JAZZ 


Burritt Room: 417 Stockton, San Francisco, 
415-400-0555. Terry Disley’s Rocking 
Jazz Trio, 6 p.m., free. 

Club Deluxe: 1511 Haight, San Francisco, 
415-552-6949. Smith Dobson, 10 p.m., 
free. 

Jazz Bistro at Les Joulins: 44 Ellis, San 
Francisco, 415-397-5397. Clifford Lamb, 
Mel Butts, and Friends, 7:30 p.m., free. 


Le Colonial: 20 Cosmo, San Francisco, 


Shee Sarckside 
FULL BAR 7 DAYS - Happy Hour M-F 12-7pm 


OPEN MON-SAT AT NOON 
KITCHEN OPEN DAILY - SUNDAY BRUNCH (11AM-3PM) 


KID CONGO & 


THE PINK MONKEYBIRDS 
CRUEL SUMMER 
SILVER SHADOWS 
DJ OMAR PEREZ 


ORIGINAL FAMOUS TWANG SUNDAYS 


THEPROOFS @® 
JOE SHAMBEAUX 


RODDY RADIATION & 


THE SKABILLY REBELS 
MONKEY 
BLACKTOP TRAGEDY 


A BENEFIT FOR KENYA HELP 


WORKING FROM HOME 


SUNSET LINES 


ALL DONATIONS GO TO KENYA HELP 


ORIGINAL FAMOUS TWANG SUNDAYS 


THE BOGUES 


5/17 - DRINK STEAM WITH HUMPHRY SLOCOMBE 
5/18 - BOOZE & GLORY, REDUCERS SF, 

SUEDE RAZORS, DJ GONZO 
5/19 - QUEEN CRESCENT, SLOW SEASON, 

WAR CLOUD 


5/21 - HELLBOUND GLORY, SHELBY COBRA, 
SHAWN JAMES & THE SHAPESHIFTERS, 
MCHUGH & DEVINE 

5/22 - ANGELIC UPSTARTS, RULETA RUSA, 
WARTRIBE 


5/26 - THE BRIEFS, GIUDA, NIGHT BIRDS, 
HARP OBJECTS 


S 
6/09 - COMMISSURE, HAZEL'S WART, 
LIC DOWAGER 
6/10 - ORCHID, HELL FIRE, SPACE VACATION 
6/16 - COOL GHOULS, HOLY WAVE 
6/17 - CAYETANA, LAURA STEVENSON, 
SUNDIALS, JABBER 
6/18 - JEFF ROSENSTOCK, HARD GIRLS, 
ANTARCTIGO VESPUCCI, SHINOBU, 
CHOTT GHETTO 
7/16 - CULTURE SHOCK, 
WORLD/INFERNO FRIENDSHIP SOCIETY 
7/22 - INTERARMA, WITHERED 
ee ae 


theeparkside.com 
1600 17th Street + 415-252-1330 





415-931-3600. Lavay Smith & Her Red 
Hot Skillet Lickers, 7 p.m. 

Revolution Cafe: 3248 22nd St., San Fran- 
cisco, 415-642-0474. West Side Jazz 
Club, 4:30 p.m. 

Verdi Club: 2424 Mariposa, San Francisco, 
415-861-5048. “Tuesday Night Jump,” w/ 
Stompy Jones, 9 p.m., $12-$15, tuesday- 
nightjump.com. 

Wine Kitchen: 507 Divisadero St., San 
Francisco, 415-525-3485. Hot Club Pa- 


cific, 7:30 p.m. 


INTERNATIONAL 


Balancoire: 2565 Mission, San Francisco, 
415-920-0577. “Salsaholic,” Tuesdays, 
7-10 p.m., free. 

F8: 1192 Folsom, San Francisco, 415-857- 
1192. “Underground Nomads,” w/ rotating 
resident DJs Amar, Sep, and Dulce Vita, 
plus guests, 9 p.m., $5 (free before 9:30 
p.m.), undergroundnomads.com. 

Fort One Bar & Lounge: 2801 Leavenworth, 
San Francisco, 415-671-8081. “Echale 
Mas Salsa,” 8 p.m., free ($10 with salsa 
lessons), playasf.com. 

Pop's Bar: 2800 24th St., San Francisco, 
415-872-5160. “Tropicana Tuesdays,” 
w/ rotating DJs The Whooligan, EI Kool 
Kyle, Mr. Lucky, J-Boogie, Ras Rican, 
and Stepwise, 9 p.m., facebook.com/ 


TropicanaNight. 


REGGAE 


Milk Bar: 1840 Haight, San Francisco, 415- 
387-6455. “Bless Up,” w/ Jah Warrior 
Shelter Hi-Fi, 10 p.m., $5, jahwarrior- 


shelter.net. 


BLUES 


Biscuits & Blues: 401 Mason, San Francisco, 
415-292-2583. Bay City Blues, w/ Chris 
Cain and special guests, 7:30 & 9:30 
p.m., $20. 

Elite Cafe: 2049 Fillmore, San Francisco, 
415-673-5483. “Fried Chicken & Blues,” 
6:30 p.m. 

Johnny Foley’s Irish House: 243 0'Farrell 
St., San Francisco, 415-954-0777. The 


SFWEEKLY.COM 


Stan Erhart Band, 10 p.m. 

The Saloon: 1232 Grant, San Francisco, 
415-989-7666. G.G. Amos Duo, 4 p.m. 
Wine Kitchen: 507 Divisadero St., San 
Francisco, 415-525-3485. “Delta Blues 
Dinner Party,” w/ Bill Phillippe, second 
and fourth Tuesday of every month, 


7:30 p.m. 


SOUL 


Make-Out Room: 3225 22nd St., San 
Francisco, 415-647-2888. “Slow Jams,” 
w/ DJ Primo & friends, 9:30 p.m., free, 
(415) 647-2888. 


WEDNESDAY 11 


ROCK 


DNA Lounge: 375 11th St., San Francisco, 
415-626-1409. Nekrogoblikon, w/ Psy- 
chostick, Urizen, Suburban Paranoia, 8 
p.m., $15-$56. 

Johnny Foley's Irish House: 243 O'Farrell 
St., San Francisco, 415-954-0777. Terry 
Savastano, Wed., May 11, 10 p.m.; Sun., 
May 15, 10 p.m. 


DANCE 


Beaux: 2344 Market, San Francisco, 415- 
863-4027. “Pussy Party,” w/ Sasha, 
Ms. Jackson, and guests, 9 p.m., free, 
facebook.com/pssypartysf. 

Cat Club: 1190 Folsom, San Francisco, 415- 
703-8964. “Bondage-A-Go-Go," w/ DJ 
Damon, Tomas Diablo, guests, 9:30 p.m., 
$7-$10, facebook.com/bondageagogoSF. 

City Nights: 715 Harrison, San Francisco, 
415-339-8686. “EPR,” 18+ dance party, 
9 p.m., $10-$20, eprlife.com. 

F8: 1192 Folsom, San Francisco, 415-857- 
1192. “Housepitality,” 9 p.m., $5-$10, 
www.housepitalitysf.com. 

Infusion Lounge: 124 Ellis, San Francisco, 
415-421-8700. “Spotlight Wednesdays,” 
10 p.m., $10; “WCW Wednesdays,” 10 
p.m.-2 a.m., $10. 

Lookout: 3600 16th St., San Francisco, 415- 
703-9751. ““What?,” 7 p.m., free. 

OMG: 43 Sixth St., San Francisco, 415-896- 


SFWEEKLY.COM 


6374. Stitch - Happy Hour, Nu-disco and 
deep house happy hour with DJ Peter 
Noble (Tight Pants) featuring special 
fashion related events, Wednesdays, 6-8 
p.m., free, 415-896-6473, peterjnoble@ 
gmail.com, clubomgsf.com. 

Raven: 1151 Folsom, San Francisco, 415-431- 
1151. “Wayback Wednesday,” w/ DJ Mark 
Andrus, 8 p.m., free. 

Wish: 1539 Folsom, San Francisco, 415-278- 
9474. “EQ Wednesdays,” 10 p.m., free. 


HIP-HOP 
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John Colins: 138 Minna, San Francisco, 
415-512-7493. “Mixtape Wednesdays,” 
10 p.m., $5. 


ACOUSTIC 


Revolution Cafe: 3248 22nd St., San Fran- 
cisco, 415-642-0474. Americano Social 
Club, second Wednesday of every month, 
9 p.m. 

The Saloon: 1232 Grant, San Francisco, 415- 
989-7666. Zach Brough & Friends, 4 p.m. 


JAZZ 


Amnesia: 853 Valencia, San Francisco, 415- 
970-0012. Gaucho, Eric Garland’s Jazz 
Session, The Amnesiacs, 7 p.m., free. 

Balancoire: 2565 Mission, San Francisco, 
415-920-0577. “Cat's Corner,” 9 p.m., 
$10. 

Burritt Room: 417 Stockton, San Francisco, 
415-400-0555. Terry Disley’s Rocking 
Jazz Trio, 6 p.m., free. 

Cigar Bar & Grill: 850 Montgomery, San 
Francisco, 415-398-0850. Free Live 
Jazz Music, Join us every Wednesday & 
Thursday evening for a free Jazz show 
by local Bay Area musicians. Shows 
start at 8pm. Enjoy great food, drinks 
& Jazz., Wednesdays, Thursdays, 8-11 
p.m. Continues through June 1, Free. 

Club Deluxe: 1511 Haight, San Francisco, 
415-552-6949. Patrick Wolff, 10 p.m., 
free. 

Jazz Bistro at Les Joulins: 44 Ellis, San 
Francisco, 415-397-5397. Charles Unger 
Experience, 7:30 p.m., free. 

Le Colonial: 20 Cosmo, San Francisco, 415- 
931-3600. The Cosmo Alleycats featuring 
Ms. Emily Wade Adams, 7 p.m., free. 

Madrone Art Bar: 500 Divisadero, San 
Francisco, 415-241-0202. Howard Wiley 
& Extra Nappy: Spring Residency, 9:30 
p.m.-12:30 a.m. continues through June 
29, Free with Eventbrite RSVP. 

Savanna Jazz Club: 2937 Mission, San 
Francisco, 415-285-3369. Savanna Jazz 
Jam with Eric Tillman, 7 p.m., $5. 

Top of the Mark: One Nob Hill, 999 Cal- 
ifornia, San Francisco, 415-616-6916. 


Ricardo Scales, Wednesdays, 6:30-11:30 
p.m., $5. 


INTERNATIONAL 


Bissap Baobab: 3372 19th St., San Fran- 
cisco, 415-826-9287. “Baobab!,” timba 
dance party with DJ WaltDigz, 10 p.m., 
$5. 

The Cafe: 2369 Market, San Francisco, 
415-621-4434. “Latin Lounge,” Wednes- 
days, 5-10 p.m. 

Fort One Bar & Lounge: 2801 Leaven- 
worth, San Francisco, 415-671-8081. 
“Bachatalicious,” 7 p.m., $5-$10, pla- 
yasf.com. 

Make-Out Room: 3225 22nd St., San 

Francisco, 415-647-2888. “Frigo-Inter- 

national Discotheque,” w/ DJs 2shy-shy 

& Melt w/U, second Wednesday of every 

month, 9:30 p.m., free. 


BLUES 


Biscuits & Blues: 401 Mason, San Fran- 
cisco, 415-292-2583. John Garcia Band, 
7:30 & 9:30 p.m., $15. 

Elite Cafe: 2049 Fillmore, San Francisco, 
415-673-5483. “Fried Chicken & Blues,” 
6:30 p.m. 


KARAOKE 


The Chapel: 777 Valencia, San Francisco, 
415-551-5157. Karaoke with KJ Paul, 
9:30 p.m., free. 

The Lister: 77 Cambon Drive, San Fran- 
cisco, 415-584-4445. Wednesday Kara- 


oke, 9 p.m.-1 a.m. 


SOUL 


Monarch: 101 Sixth St., San Francisco, 415- 
284-9774. “Smoked Out Soul,” w/ Zebuel 
& guests, fourth and second Wednesday 
of every month, 9 p.m., facebook.com/ 
smokedoutsoul. 

The Royal Cuckoo: 3202 Mission, San 
Francisco, 415-550-8667. Freddie 
Hughes & Chris Burns, Every other 
Wednesday, 7:30 p.m., free. 


SFWEEKLY.COM 


VIRGIN TERRITORY 


by Dan Savage 


I'ma 31-year-old straight woman. I have a good job, 
great friends, and average attractiveness. I’ve dated 
close to 30 men at this point, and I can’t wrap my head 
around this: I’ve never had a boyfriend or dated anyone 
for more than a couple months. It’s really starting to 
wear on my self-esteem. I don’t believe anything is 
wrong with me, but the more time goes on, the more 
I think I have to be doing something wrong. The guys 
ghost me or things fizzle out or we're not at the same 
point in our lives. This is particularly true for one guy 
I’ve remained friends with (common social circle) who is 
struggling with his career, though things are still awk- 
ward because it’s clear there’s still something there. 
Another area of concern: I’m still a virgin. Catholic 
guilt resulted in me being a late bloomer, with my first 
kiss at 21. Once I got more into dating, my low self-es- 
teem coupled with the fact that I’ve basically decided I 
want to be in a monogamous committed relationship 
with a guy before having sex, relationships just never 
happened. I don’t have unrealistic expectations that I'll 
marry the first dick that sticks itself into me—but I’ve 
waited this long, so I'm not going to jump into the sack 
with just anyone without knowing that I can at least 
trust them. The only guy I really do trust is Somewhat 
Depressed Guy, but propositioning him could further 
complicate our already awkward friendship. Is some- 
thing wrong with me, and what the hell should I do? 

What’s Wrong With Me? 


I get variations on the first half of your ques- 
tion—is something wrong with me?—all the time. 
But it’s not a question I’m in a position to answer, 
WWWYM, as I would need to depose a random 
sampling of the guys you've dated, interrogate your 
friends, and grill you under a bare lightbulb for a 
few days to figure out what’s wrong with you. 

And you know what? Nothing could be wrong 
with you. You may have pulled the short straw 30 
times in a row, and you just need to keep getting 
out there and eventually you'll pull a guy who won't 
ghost or fizzle on you. 

As for the second half of your question... 

What the hell should you do? Well, gee. What 
you ve been doing hasn’t worked, WWWM, so may- 
be it’s time to do something else. Like fuck some 
dude on the first date. Or if that’s too drastic, fuck 
some dude on the second date. Or better yet, go to 
Somewhat Depressed Guy and say: “I don’t think 
you want a relationship right now, and I’m not sure 
I do either. But I like you and trust you, and I could 
really use your help with something...” 

While the commitment-and-monogamy-first 
approach has worked for some, WWWM, it hasn't 
worked for you. And being a virgin at 31 isn’t 
boosting your self-esteem. There are lots of people 
out there who jumped in the sack and did a little 
dick-sticking with people they barely knew but had 
a good feeling about. The jumping/sticking/dicking 
approach doesn’t always lead to committed and/ 
or monogamous relationships, but it can and it has 
and it does. 

Somewhat Depressed Guy might be somewhat 
less depressed if he was getting some, you might 
have higher self-esteem if you finally got some, and 
dispensing with your virginity might make dating 
after you part ways—if you part ways with him (you 
never know)—seem a lot less fraught. 


I'm a virgin in my late 20s. I'm not waiting until 
marriage, just for the right person. I've dated enough 
and had enough fun to continue being a happy, normal, 
socially competent guy, much to the disbelief of my var- 
ious knuckle-dragging, vagina-blinded pals. I’ve been 


SFWEEKLY.COM 


dating this gal for a few months. She's special—we 
have tons of chemistry and she cares about me. We had 
a brief conversation about my lack of sexperience when 
we first started dating, and she was very cool about 
it. I really like this girl, but I'm not sure yet if she’s the 
future Mrs. Iam a worrier (thanks, mom!), and I find 
myself thinking that if I share this with her and some- 
where down the road we end up breaking up, she’s going 
to be even more devastated because I shared my first 
time with her. Am I just having silly virgin worries? Not 
only am I concerned about her feelings if things don’t 
work out, but I’m also concerned that I might become 
vagina-blinded—that I might immediately tell this girl 
I want to spend my life with her just because she’s hav- 
ing sex with me only to find myself a few years down 
the road feeling trapped. What should I do? 

Very Indecisive, Really Gettin’ Naughty 


You should fuck this girl already—provided, of 
course, that this girl wants to fuck you. 

You could wind up saying things you come to regret 
or have to walk back—her vagina might be that be- 
dazzling—but that’s an unavoidable risk, and not one 
that’s unique to virgins. The right vagina, ass, face, skill 
set, or bank balance can blind a fucker with decades of 
experience. The only way to avoid vagina-blindness—or 
ass-blindness, etc.—is to never have sex with anyone. 
And I don’t think you're interested in celibacy, so stop 
freaking out about the risk that you'll imprint, duck- 
ling-like, on the first vagina your pee-pee sees the inside 
of. 

You must also eliminate “sexperience” from your vo- 
cabulary, VIRGN, as it’s equal parts cloying and annoying. 


I’ve been with my boyfriend for more than a year. 
He’s the first person I’ve had sex with. Four times now 
while we were having passionate sex, he has slipped out 
of my vagina and accidentally penetrated me anally. 
That shit hurts, and I can’t help but cry. I know he feels 
super guilty each time. I love sex, but I'm kind of scared 
every time we have it now. We've engaged in a little 
anal play before, and I wasn't really a fan. But I'm not 
adverse to the idea of using a butt plug. Do you think 
this would work? Surely other people have this problem 
too, right? 

Wrong Hole, Anal Torment 


My own personal sexperience with anal led me 
to doubt claims of accidental anal penetration, 
WHAT, as anal penetration always required focus, 
precision, and proper breathing techniques—in 
my own sexperience. But listeners of the Savage 
Lovecast schooled me in Episode 340, and I’m now 
convinced that accidental anal penetration is some- 
thing too many women have sexperienced. (Do you 
see how annoying that is, VIRGN?) 

A strategically deployed butt plug sounds like a 
sexcellent solution to the problem, WHAT, but get 
yourself a plug with a wider-than-usual base to pre- 
vent your boyfriend’s misdirected cock from push- 
ing the plug, base and all, all the way in you (ouch) 
or his misdirected cock from sliding in alongside 
the plug. (If you hate single penetration, you'll real- 
ly hate double penetration.) 

If the problem persists even with a plug—if 
your boyfriend’s cock is constantly slamming into 
the plug in a way that you find uncomfortable—a 
thumbtack glued to the base of the plug will inspire 
your boyfriend to be more focused and precise. 

And speaking of the Savage Lovecast, we’re com- 
ing up on our 500th episode, which is a significant 
milestone for this relatively new genre/platform/ 
doohickey. If you're not already listening, find it 
here: savagelovecast.com. And a big thanks to Nan- 
cy Hartunian, the Lovecast’s producer since Episode 
1, and to the tech-savvy, at-risk youth who pushed 
me to start podcasting before it was cool. 


E-mail Dan Savage: mail@savagelove.net 
@fakedansavage on Twitter 
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FICTITIOUS BUSINESS 
NAME STATEMENT 

File No. A-0370339-00 
Fictitious Business Name(s): 
Wild Side Pets, 220 Rose 
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St. San Francisco, CA 94102, 
County of San Francisco 
Registered Owner(s): 
Jennifer Malawey, 220 Rose St. 
San Francisco, CA 94102 

The business is conducted by: 
an individual 

The registrant commenced 
to transact business under 
the fictitious business name 
or names listed above on Not 
Applicable 

| declare that all information 
in this statement is true and 
correct. (A registrant who 
declares as true any material 
matter pursuant to Section 
17913 of the Business and 
Professions code that the 
registrant knows to be false 
is guilty of a misdemeanor 
punishable by a fine not to 
exceed one thousand dollars 
($1,000).) 

S/ Jennifer Malawey 

This statement was filed with 
the San Francisco County Clerk 
on April 5, 2016 

NOTICE-In accordance with 
Subdivision (a) of Section 
17920, a Fictitious Name 
Statement generally expires 
at the end of five years from 
the date on which it was filed 
in the office of the County 
Clerk, except, as provided 

in Subdivision (b) of Section 
17920, where it expires 40 
days after any change in 

the facts set forth in the 
statement pursuant to Section 
17913 other than a change 


in the residence address of 

a registered owner. A new 
Fictitious Business Name 
Statement must be filed 
before the expiration. The 
filing of this statement does 
not of itself authorize the use 
in this state of a Fictitious 
Business Name in violation of 
the rights of another under 
federal, state, or common law 
(See Section 14411 et seq., 
Business and Professions 
Code). 

4/21, 4/28, 5/5, 5/12/16 
CNS-2869637# 
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FICTITIOUS BUSINESS 
NAME STATEMENT 

File No. A-0370554-00 
Fictitious Business Name(s): 
Banbee Innovations, 640 
Davis St., #50, San Francisco, 
CA 94111, County of San 
Francisco 

Registered Owner(s): 

Mimi Yan, 640 Davis St., #50, 
San Francisco, CA 94111 


The business is conducted by: 


an individual 

The registrant commenced 
to transact business under 
the fictitious business name 
or names listed above on not 
applicable 

| declare that all information 
in this statement is true and 
correct. (A registrant who 
declares as true any material 
matter pursuant to Section 
17913 of the Business and 
Professions code that the 





registrant knows to be false 
is guilty of a misdemeanor 
punishable by a fine not to 
exceed one thousand dollars 
($1,000).) 

S/ Mimi Yan 

This statement was filed with 
the San Francisco County Clerk 
on April 19, 2016 

NOTICE-In accordance with 
Subdivision (a) of Section 
17920, a Fictitious Name 
Statement generally expires 
at the end of five years from 
the date on which it was filed 
in the office of the County 
Clerk, except, as provided 

in Subdivision (b) of Section 
17920, where it expires 40 
days after any change in 

the facts set forth in the 
statement pursuant to Section 
17913 other than a change 

in the residence address of 

a registered owner. A new 
Fictitious Business Name 
Statement must be filed 
before the expiration. The 
filing of this statement does 
not of itself authorize the use 
in this state of a Fictitious 
Business Name in violation of 
the rights of another under 
federal, state, or common law 
(See Section 14411 et seq., 
Business and Professions 
Code). 

4/28, 5/5, 5/12, 5/19/16 
CNS-2873837# 
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FICTITIOUS BUSINESS 
NAME STATEMENT 


File No. A-0370395-00 
Fictitious Business Name(s): 
Pyram USA, 1320 Donner 
Ave., San Francisco, CA 94124, 
County of San Francisco 
Registered Owner(s): 

Tako Studios Inc. (CA), 1320 
Donner Ave., San Francisco, 
CA 94124 

The business is conducted by: 
a corporation 

The registrant commenced to 
transact business under the 
fictitious business name or 
names listed above on 4/7/16 
| declare that all information 
in this statement is true and 
correct. (A registrant who 
declares as true any material 
matter pursuant to Section 
17913 of the Business and 
Professions code that the 
registrant knows to be false 

is guilty of a misdemeanor 
punishable by a fine not to 
exceed one thousand dollars 
($1,000).) 

S/ Illegible, CEO 

Tako Studios Inc. 

This statement was filed with 
the San Francisco County Clerk 
on April 7, 2016 

NOTICE-In accordance with 
Subdivision (a) of Section 
17920, a Fictitious Name 
Statement generally expires 
at the end of five years from 
the date on which it was filed 
in the office of the County 
Clerk, except, as provided 

in Subdivision (b) of Section 
17920, where it expires 40 
days after any change in 





the facts set forth in the 
statement pursuant to Section 
17913 other than a change 

in the residence address of 

a registered owner. A new 
Fictitious Business Name 
Statement must be filed 
before the expiration. The 
filing of this statement does 
not of itself authorize the use 
in this state of a Fictitious 
Business Name in violation of 
the rights of another under 
federal, state, or common law 
(See Section 14411 et seq., 
Business and Professions 
Code). 

4/28, 5/5, 5/12, 5/19/16 
CNS-2873668# 
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FICTITIOUS BUSINESS 
NAME STATEMENT 

File No. A-0370534-00 
Fictitious Business Name(s): 
Manitas Café & Deli, 2078 
Hayes St., SF, CA 94117, 
County of San Francisco 
Registered Owner(s): 
Manitas Café & Deli LLC 
(CA), 44 Visitacion, Ste. 102, 
Brisbane, CA 94005 

The business is conducted by: 
a limited liability company 
The registrant commenced 
to transact business under 
the fictitious business name 
or names listed above on 
4/18/2016 

| declare that all information 
in this statement is true and 
correct. (A registrant who 
declares as true any material 


matter pursuant to Section 
17913 of the Business and 
Professions code that the 
registrant knows to be false 
is guilty of a misdemeanor 
punishable by a fine not to 
exceed one thousand dollars 
($1,000).) 

S/ Christopher Rosales, Owner 
Manitas Café & Deli LLC 

This statement was filed with 
the San Francisco County Clerk 
on April 18, 2016 

NOTICE-In accordance with 
Subdivision (a) of Section 
17920, a Fictitious Name 
Statement generally expires 
at the end of five years from 
the date on which it was filed 
in the office of the County 
Clerk, except, as provided 

in Subdivision (b) of Section 
17920, where it expires 40 
days after any change in 

the facts set forth in the 
statement pursuant to Section 
17913 other than a change 

in the residence address of 

a registered owner. A new 
Fictitious Business Name 
Statement must be filed 
before the expiration. The 
filing of this statement does 
not of itself authorize the use 
in this state of a Fictitious 
Business Name in violation of 
the rights of another under 
federal, state, or common law 
(See Section 14411 et seq., 
Business and Professions 
Code). 

4/28, 5/5, 5/12, 5/19/16 
CNS-2872151# 
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